185 Written Answers

Sick Small Scale Sugar Industries

3745. DR. LAXMINARAYAN
PANDEYA: Will the Minister of
FOOD be pleased to state:

(a) the number of sick small scale
sugar industries in West Bengal, Ma-
dhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar upto March, 1991; and

(b) the assistance being provided by
the Government to revive these irdus-
tries?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD (SHRI1
TARUN GOGOI): (a) and (b) The
Vacuum pan sugar factories which
arc controlled by the Central Govern-
ment do not come under the category
of small scale industries. The Khand-
sari & Gur industry are controlled by
the respective State Governments and
information regarding the number of
sick units in this sector is not avail-
able with the Central Government.

[English]
Profitability of Public Sector Under-
takings

3746. SHRI TARA CHAND KH-
ANDELWAL: Will the PRIME MI-
NISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a steep fall in
the profitability of the Public Sector
Undertakings during the first half of
1990-91:

(b) if so, the reasons therefore:

(c) whether the Government have
recently contemplated any concrete
measures to improve the functioning
of public sector undertakings to make
them more profitable: and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY
(SHRI P K. THUNGON): (a) 181
Central Public Sector Undertakings
carned a net profit of Rs. 431.28 cro-
res during the first half vear of 1990-
91 against a net profit. of Rs. 1103.25
crores earned by 176 enterprises dur-
gfl)g the corresponding pcrlod of 1989-
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(b) Some of the main recasons for
decline in profitability are; Increase in
Iron & Steel Prices not commensurate
with increase in costs for inputs, heavy
drop in production due to power fai-
lure; strike at Bombay Refinery (Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corpn. Ltd) and
flooding of sub-station 132 KVA Viz-
ag Refinery due to cyclonic storm in
May. 1990, drop in sales and also
charging of operating expenses of
Rs. 55 crores from Maharashtra Gas
Craker Complex (Indian Petro-Chemi-
cals Corporation) which is yet to start
commercial production, grounding of
A-320 aircraft, adverse change in ex-
change rate of US S and the increase
in landing and navigational charges by
Airport Authority (Indian Airlines) un-
covercd gap between price and costs
of ships and high interest liability
{Cochin Shipyard) etc.

(¢) and (d) Improving working of
the Central Public Sector Undertak-
ings is a continuous process. Enter-
prises specific steps are taken by the
concerned Administrative Ministry/

Department. Some of the measures
taken are product-mix, tzchnological
upgradation. improvad maintenance

management practices, energy conser-
vation, modernisation and rehabilita-
tion. organisational restructuring, in-
traduction of MOU. etc.

Modern Pesticide Plant of Hindostan
Insecticides at Eloora. Cockin

3747. PROF. K. V. THOMAS Will
the PRIME MIISTER be pleased to
state:

(a) whether there is a proposal to
have a modern pesticide plant of the
Hindustan Insecticides at Eloor. Co-

chin: and
(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS
AND FERTILISERS (DR. CHINTA
MOHAN): (a) M/s Hindustan Insec-
ticides Ltd. has a unit at Eloor near
Cochin for the production f Insecti-
cides such as DDT. BHC and Endo-
sulfan and their formulations. At pre-
sent there is no proposal to have any
other plant at this site.



