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Expansion of Tea Industry in §kalm

2511. SHRIMATI D. K. BHAN:
- Wil the Minister of COM-
ERCE be pleased to state :

(a) whether there is any proposal
to expand teainustry in Sikkim where
very good quality of tea is produced;

(b) if so, whether th: Union Govern-
m2nt have sanctioned any fuads for
this purpose; and

(c) if so th: details thereof and if
not, th: reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
THE MINISTRY OF COMMG:RCE
(SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM) : (a)
Sikkim is declired os  non-traditionul
arca for the purposc of financial assis-
tance under Tea Board’s New Ter
Unit Financing Schem: Howaover
there are no proposals to «xp.ad tea
jndustry in Sikkim ot preseat.

(b) and (c) Do not arise.

Widaningz of Nytinan! Hgwway
No. 31-A in Sikkim

2512. SHRIMATI D. K. BYAN-
DARIU ; Will th: Miniszer of SUR-
FACE TRANSPORT b: ploasaed to
state

(2) whrther th: Government pro-
pos: to widen the National Highway
No. 31-A in Sikkim to provide double
lane facility ond to ensure froe :ind
smooth mo.ement  of vohicle of ol
typss ;

{b) if so, th: tim: by wh:n!; ond
(c) if not, the reasons thercof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
THE MINISTRY OF SURFACE
TRANSPORT (SHRI JAGDISH TY-
TLER) : (a) to (¢) No. Sir. Current
traffic does not justify widening of the
National Highway to two-lanc stan-
dards, and moreover the road passes
through geologically unstable areas.
Subject to requirements, further im-
provements on this National Highway
will be taken up in the VIII Plan after
it is finalised.
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l}_%eg‘gnon_ for STs and other
ackward Classes in Public Issues

2513. SHRI SOMJIBHAI DAMOR :
Will the Minister o A
pleased to state :

(a) Whether the Government pro-
pose to provide certain reservation in
public issues for Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and other backward
classes;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE
SHRI RAMESHWAR THAKUR) :
(a) No. Sir.

(b) Doszs not arise.

(c) Reservation for Sceduled Castes.
Scheduled Tribes and other backward
classes out of the public issue of capital
is not considered feasible or desirable.

Litigation Branch of D.G.S.&D.

2514, SHRISOMJIBHALI DAMOQR-

Will the Minister of COMMERCE
be pleased to state :

(a) the total number of cases assigned
to the Litigation Branch of the Directo-
ratc General of Supplies and Dis-
posals to handle arbitration procee-
dings:

{b) the number of cases where this
branch has failed to file any affidavit-
m-opposition within the time presc-
ribed by the arbitrators:

(c) the number of cases awaiting
award pending over four months,
one year, two years, three vears and
more than three vears: and

(d) the steps the Government pro-
posc to take to tone up this branch?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI
SALMAN KHURSHEED) : (a) From
1986 onwards, 1010 cases have been
referred to arbitration.
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