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Sixteenth Loksabha

an=>

Title: Motion for consideration of the Representation of the People (Amendment) Bill, 2017 (Bill

Passed)

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE AND MINISTER OF ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD): Sir, | beg to move:

“That the Bill further to amend the Representation of the People Act, 1950 and the
Representation of the People Act, 1951, be taken into consideration.”

Sir, it is a very simple Bill. NRIs always used to complain that they are not getting opportunity
to vote in elections. NRIs are spread in various parts of the world. They have love for India. They
are equally interested in the democratic polity of the country and they want to participate in it. NRIs

mean those who are citizens of India.

Based on a proper PIL and GoM discussion, we are only giving them the right to vote by proxy.
This is a very simple amendment that we are making in the rules. You are aware that military
personnel can vote by postal ballot. There have been many concerns like the concern of migrant
workers. All the migrant workers who go to different parts of India have their names in the voters’ list
in their respective constituencies and they have also got the right to get themselves registered in the
area where they are working.

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Suppose a candidate is contesting from a Lok Sabha constituency in
Kashmir and his vote is in Tamil Nadu, how will he go there?

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: The position is that he has to be registered in the voters’ list. The
NRIs need not come to vote. They are allowed to vote by proxy. Rules shall authorize as to under
what conditions a proxy will vote. In Company Law and others, proxy is allowed. They will have to
vet, confirm, and go through the whole process. Those NRIs, who are citizens of India and who still
have their names in the voters’ list, will be allowed to vote by proxy. Instead of asking them to come
from America, England or Russia to vote, they will authorize their confirmed proxy to vote on their
behalf. This is the only limited thing that we are trying to bring in. It is good for the country and also
for the NRIs. The House should pass it. This is my initial observation on this Bill. | seek your kind
indulgence for the consideration and passing of the Bill.
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HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Motion moved:

“That the Bill further to amend the Representation of the People Act, 1950 and the
Representation of the People Act, 1951, be taken into consideration.”

SHRI R. GOPALAKRISHNAN (MADURAI): | express my gratitude to my beloved leader Puratchi
Thalaivi Amma before | speak on the Representation of the People (Amendment) Bill, 2017 which
was introduced in Lok Sabha on December 18, 2017. The Bill seeks to amend the Representation of
the People Act, 1950 and the Representation of the People Act, 1951 so as to allow proxy voting and

to make certain provisions of the Acts gender-neutral.

The 1950 Act provides for allocation of seats and delimitation of constituencies for elections,
qualifications of voters and preparation of electoral rolls. The 1951 Act provides for the conduct of

elections and offences and disputes related to elections.

The 1951 Act permits an overseas voter to vote only in person. The Bill seeks to amend the
1951 Act to permit an oversea voter to cast his vote in person or by proxy in the constituency where
the poll is taken. The 1951 Act provides for the wife of a person holding a service qualification to

vote. The Bill replaces the term ‘wife’ with ‘spouse’.

Sir, the previous UPA Government conceded the demand of overseas Indians to give the right
to vote in the elections in the country in 2009. But their jubilation faded when the Election
Commission subsequently made their physical presence mandatory in their respective constituencies
at the time of the polls to cast their votes. NRIs ignored the call of the Election Commission to enrol
their names in the voters’ list online. Only 11,844 out of an estimated 100 million NRIs across the
world registered their names at the time of 2014 Lok Sabha polls. Of these, very few travelled to

India to exercise their franchise.

NRIs could not use their right because it was not practical and affordable for them to make an

exclusive visit to the country at the time of elections.
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The Government has sought to solve this problem by allowing NRIsto cast their votes from their
overseas location through ‘proxy’. However, a cross-section of the Non-Resident Indians have
expressed apprehension that the facility could be misused. For example, say | am living with my
family in Dubai. If | appoint a distant relative or a friend as my proxy, what is the guarantee that he or
she will cast the vote according to my preference? The political parties back home can influence my
proxy to vote for their candidate. | could not appoint a proxy unless there is a mechanism to confirm
that he will vote for the candidate of my choice. It was not possible to trust even family members as
they have their own political leanings.There are questions about the need for proxy voting in the
technologically advanced era. The technology is now available to make foolproof online voting. The
Government should use this and introduce online voting. Aadhar Card, which serves as the single
identification, is now mandatory for all resident Indians. If the NRIs too are brought under this, they
can vote online with biometric identification sitting anywhere in the world. Proxy voting might affect
free and fair polls. Instead of this, voting for NRIs through Indian Embassies and Consulates will be

safer and apt.

A majority of workers living abroad are unskilled or semi-skilled workers in the Middle East and
in the Arabian countries. Most of these countries do not allow political activity. This means that the
political parties may have to employ different tactics to canvass for the NRI votes. We are afraid this

could even pave the way to vote trading.

According to rough estimates, there are about 25 million NRIs of eligible voting age. They could
hold a considerable sway in election results, whereever the contest is very close. Even a few votes
will decide the winner and the loser. Therefore, the move to grant proxy voting rights to overseas
electors assumes a significant importance and it is also desirable to provide equal opportunities for all

political parties and leaders in getting the confidence of the NRI voters. Thank you, Sir.
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HRIS, 319 TG AT AT 81 AT TN F ENSor R &Y B o aex foree a1 ufecteher, A1 e,
A SIIST 371 e BT 81 519 &9 |9 ie el e A Siedt 3R dred & AT Rieprid axd & af W@ fag
IGIR H H Uep 3ot oxaT, SHH folRaT T foh 97 § TR 33 RIS IR HISIT &, T 89N 3TDh i, SiT
BN frael &R & @I €, 33 aRIS Al Wk & HIoR &1 e 15T & O 9T N Alel H Pel 7 Pel U HHA
ST 81 o1 81 72K, SR ORI &b N &1 8, [98R & e ol 7eRTSe 4§ &, H4s 1 8, R 9Rady 5 39 I8
T [T 81 SR 3T F BURT 7 A § @ 3R el 7 Mg & g @t 0 Y 81 S AN oS F 3FR 81 I,
3T U7 U= 81 1Y, T STeRT T AR IeT US| ST Wi H T I § iR MeR 7 ot alc Bl 3/ I &R F S PR
aIeR & S 81 519 S8 A gA1G P S 31T &, I8 98 AR 1a ol [y &, IJa Tidl 5 89 godl & fob | oRT
gIeR Pl 81 g W &% & P A1 4l dIe 8, W 9 Tial ¥ dIe e & forg Sraft @ & |t die & ged 81 39
Q9T SN &Y I & b 3RT Ale et e, g8l A%Y JuRRAfRT S5 BT | I8 WA Rigue 81 ot 3FR
QAT fReerfer 8, T bt QAT HFIRTeBeT & T 37T &4 ahRrs T U fofet 1 g 197l # &t & 31K Sl Hefar
BT SR A & ot FEl 81T 81 ST 8F AN =1 ST a9T e AN SOl fordT & al &l T A IR
o1l 5 TRE | URed Joic BT &, ST FPR I HRT AT 9l Hel SR 8T 3R ITh! T |t & SITaT
febRdY Gep TorT wR &Y, A1 ST T Al T8l ST Bl YT el FHRT 3o 99T eltdhad 8l ORT efldpds &b ar
5 89 T8l PR &1 TR A AT Peal & fob ol T AT IR Tep qNferT g7 97 <31 T 3FR ART T arey Haf
ORI H €, DEl HERTE H €, Bel a7l H &, Del 1 H & Al I folq |l b Aaar g &1 oY, drfeh
et I ATl a1 Tel TE RT UATT 81 TFRPR 3FR 3R a1 A I8! 8t dl g9 UR & STax 1T, JNfh
G AN AT & 31R | ART die W & Sfid o M &1 a1 89 AT aic & A dr STy & 81 «fd drbad
e IR HATT DT ITY G & foTY T§ har 98 ST 2l

AR AT SfY, ot T & fob oM 39 IR ofleh T § S9N 319 & 3RT F 5T 99T H 81 I8 BT
JTYhT HRAT USTT, TTfch 3TThT A SFhT oo et Feh 3N 3FR 3T 3T HH BT GHSAT al 36T &7, Flfh
3ITUehT SHBT GRT BT X7 T4 et FpmTl H T I Pl fb T8 31U M9 H Ueb shifcrpRy o 81 faear 7
31T fobe=T & 81 faelt & g HebR o fH0ig TRBR oicll 81 31T off F S &, 3R s W = €, S faan
T TEd 8, SFRIDT F &< 8 AF-cHI’T ATt I8 b a18 oY I=aI+ 30T IRIUIS YRR T 81 olfdhT It T
3T & foTg YT &t JIT =t ISt ol STHAT & o ST edieh AT ATeT I SFRIDT H I8 R, HRA Pl RIS o
PR H 8T &, IFD! HI dIoTT bl AT 81 IHD! 4t ol TS H TeT 8T ISl 81 U 98 AR Je WK D
foTq & TR TIRA &t dTehd T Ugd™ & ol 81 I8 98T (URT TRBR R I & &, elfsT 37 arel {1 7 Gt
3BT <17 T R 84T <A1, Fifeh Y S & ARl &t Jufkerfy 1 39 gaRY drebe aclt 2l
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H 31ues ATeTH W, e $ q1egH A qEHIG HHA1 Sff T Pifeferad B e J @ gY S I8 AW
BT 6 4 59 ol &1 a1 ot fadR &R d1fcs 89R ee AT, ST 89 X R&d &, 9+t AR fore saem
Y G| Tg<-9gd FIdIe]

DR. MAMTAZ SANGHAMITA (BARDHMAN DURGAPUR): Hon. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, thank you for
giving me this opportunity to participate in the discussion on the amendment of the Representation of

the People Act.

In one way it is a good amendment but | am very surprised about the fact that the hon. Minister
while making his initial remarks on the Bill said it is a very simple Bill. But it cannot be a simple Bill.
Here it is a matter of the identity of people and also a question of the right of a person. How can a

proxy vote be an alternative?

The point that | would like to make here is that while on the one hand we, everywhere, are
trying to remove irregularities, there we are creating one more irregularity by bringing in this provision
of proxy vote in this Act. How can we be sure that the person who is being chosen to give the proxy
vote on behalf of the original person is casting the same choice as that of the person in whose name
the vote is listed? In the event of a proxy vote, one vote would be cast by two people, one is the
original person whose name the vote is being cast and the other one would be the person who is

giving proxy on his behalf. It is very difficult to make it fool-proof.

The Government is thinking about the interest of the well-to-do NRIs because it may so happen
that those votes may come to them. But on the other hand, the migrant people for whom the
Government is shedding Crocodile Tears would not be allowed to cast a proxy vote. So, it is not
possible to make it fool-proof at all. The electronic voting system is also not fool-proof with so much of

cyber fraud being committed.

The Government should think twice or more times before they think of implementing the

provisions of this Bill. | think, it is irregular in nature.

Thank you.
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# ARG FSYA (FFRTA): Heled, IR Arefl wer Sft b 9197 & AR g9R fagr =5t ot 3 &
hif~cpI faTR 8HR AT IG@T 81 This is about proxy vote on behalf of the NRI. IR - FaT &, IR
AT St ST ATl 7RI SR] HRAl| FART HAHT dadl & & “Ta AFR®-Ud ale’| I8 ygalt a1 &l
Ot o HTETH A R ST GART dlc R BT ATUDR feTdl 8, a1 die et T DR FAetd & iR S
&9 dIfET &R & Al BRI STl P HUR § HID RN ST &, Al fberl ST b HUR I8 b HIb oM
qTe, I8 oY U Harer UeT g Bl

U 91T € & fob S T 377cT & 1 e SASRT-AT aTTeR0T S STl 81 a9 2014 BT A AT AT 84
QT fRaTg ST 81 I THYI <21 F 399 foTq URT HTEleT &7 ATl Feel, Hew<, q 394 et 8¢, Fod & ot
4c T 39H 2MfHeT §U A1 S 7 ART U &l T - HIKY, Jiar’| aTdraxol 9 31 Ueb faam a S 81 S 59
39 ¥ 6l 8, dfed aeR €, 98 off 38 Af. R @ o, FHER-EAT § e R, a9 off T8 1 S et
qTCTaRYT BIT &, $9b IR 5§ 39 Ul & aidl 2l [ 98 6t 3f 78 IfdR <1, 7R a8 &9RT Ridie & ar
PR <1 Pt T qTT 3BT |t 81 <IfhT, TTRT S Farer YT BN 8, 3R AT el ARTeA_or v ar
ST 3mae 3 Aol &t F SifcaRt AT § 31k 33T JUIc v &l

SHRI KALIKESH N. SINGH DEO (BOLANGIR): Sir, this particular amendment brought by the hon.

Minister is not a simple amendment. It goes into the very basic foundation of democracy of India.

While we all agree that NRIs still remain Indians and should have a participatory nature of
involvement in the democratic functioning of the country, the manner in which it has been brought in
suggests to me that this particular process of yours is not fully thought out. Sir, please bear with me

and | beg due indulgence from you on this point.

Our democracy functions on one-vote-one-person system which is governed by the Election
Commission and the first past the post gets elected like you and me. My first question is this now.
Does the Election Commission have the power to monitor elections outside India, if there is any
system of doing that? How will you ensure that registration is correct or not? Has any thought been

done on that?

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: French people are voting in Pondicherry when there is an election of
President in France. Their Election Commission controls the election here when there is an election

in France. There is a provision for that.
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SHRI KALIKESH N. SINGH DEO : Sir, the Minister should tell us as to what provisions he has made
to ensure that registration of these people is accurate and correct and whether it can be infiltrated. It
is not a question of just a simple amendment. It strikes at the basic foundation of democracy and the

Constitution of India.

We are talking about a proxy voting system. There is a proxy voting system for Armed
personnel and Government servants in India but they also have an ability to choose between proxy

voting or a e-postal voting. Why do we not have that option in this case also?

For example, a lady is working outside India and she chooses her husband to go and vote for a
certain political party. He does not agree with her. He votes against her choice. Is that not a violation
of her choice of vote? | would like to point out here that individual's freedom of expression through

election under article 19A of the Constitution gets violated.

| would also like to point out here that it violates an individual’s liberty to cast vote of his choice
under article 21 of the Constitution. It is a constitutional provision. How do you ensure that the proxy

will vote as per the nature or the intent of the person who has given the proxy?

Then, the hon. Member from Shiv Sena, Shri Adsul basically alluded to one person-one vote
criteria. Under the Constitution, each person has one vote. However, in this case, if | am the proxy of

my spouse, | will vote for myself and | will vote for her also. He talked in a very nice manner which is

understood by everybody. ‘fde &7} 7 31T 3 TT?”

¥R, § 3 ST caiidal! dieram @l It violates section 128 of Representation of the People Act,

1951. It says:

“Any person who performs any duty in connection with the recording or counting at an

election shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of voting.”
Here, the secrecy is gone because | have told my husband or wife about it. To that effect, it violates
the basic law which they are trying to amend. It also violates section 39 of the Conduct of Election

Rules, 1961.

Sir, we also know that many mechanisms are used which are unsavoury in Politics. Sometimes
people are influenced; sometimes people are coerced; sometimes people are even paid money or
given gifts to buy votes. How will the Election Commission monitor that if they are not in India? They

can monitor spending in the country itself. They hold a candidate responsible for such incidents in the

about:blank 8/26



1/30/23, 10:55 AM about:blank

country. But, if somebody is giving money to voters in Dubai or America, what will the Election
Commission do? What will the Government do? Sir, this, in my opinion also disenfranchises the
vulnerable group of Indians. A large part of the Indian diaspora who go there are amongst the working
class there. Some of them are workers; some of them are construction labourers. They may be
coerced by the person who has given them jobs there to give powers to somebody in their family who
is inclined to vote in a particular party. Will this encourage corruption or encourage free democratic

practices?

Sir, | have a few more points to make. | would not take very long. | hope you will allow me. In
my opinion, this violates right to equal opportunity and equal protection of the law in Article No. 14 of
the Constitution. The hon. Minister himself is a Lawer. He will understand, no matter what Law we
make. If we make a Law which violates the Constitution itself, it would not stand. There will be people

who will go against it.

Sir, my last and final point is, for elections to be conducted fairly, each political party must have
an equal platform to work from, to campaign from. Now, Sir, in the last five years, the hon. Prime
Minster has made us proud or so we thought, by going to a large number of countries, by holding
large mega rallies of the Indian diaspora there at the cost of the Government. However, we, the
Regional Parties neither have the power, nor the money or the outreach of the Ministry of External
Affairs or the embassies there, working for hours; campaigning for hours on an individual mode. Is
that fair, Sir? Should one political party enjoy the benefits of having all the embassies work for them
and have these mega rallies continuously for five years leaving aside all other political parties at a

disadvantage at the cost of the Government?

Therefore, Sir, with so many questions left unanswered, unless the hon. Minister answers them

satisfactorily, | would stand to oppose the Bill. Thank you, Sir.

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now, it is already 05:57 pm and after Six o’ clock, you want to take up
Zero Hour. Therefore, what | am suggesting is, if the House agrees, we can extend this discussion up

to Seven o’ clock now.

... (Interruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let me complete. We are extending the time by one hour. In the

meanwhile, we will pass the Bill and after finishing the passing of the Bill, we will take up Zero Hour. It
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is because this is a very small Bill and we are left with only two-three Members to speak on this.

... (Interruptions)

SHRI MOHAMMAD SALIM (RAIGANJ): Sir, you cannot compress the time.... (Interruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: | am not compressing the time. | am seeking the opinion of the House. |
am just putting a suggestion. The rest is left to the House. | am not compressing. That is not my duty.
| am giving the time. | am not limiting the time. We are extending the House up to 7 o'clock.

Meanwhile, we will try to pass the Bill and afterwards, we will take up Zero Hour.

SHRI JAYADEV GALLA (GUNTUR): Thank you, Sir. This Bill is a very important Bill. It is very close
to my heart, especially because | was also an NRI for the first half of my life. | lived in USA for 25
years. During that time, as an Indian citizen, | was not able to participate in the political process in
America and because this provision was not there, | was not able to participate in the political process
in India either. So, for 25 years, | felt like | was not a part of any country as | was living in one country
and a citizen of another country. So, this is very important to me and people like me who live abroad
and remain citizens of India. They may be settled abroad but their heart always remains with India.
Their ties, their family ties, their ancestral ties and everything is always about India. So, it really brings

a lot of cheer to all the Indian citizens living abroad.

18 00 hrs

But the way it is brought, as earlier Members also said, — | have not even got a chance to
review the Bill properly to see what that process is going to be and how it is actually going to be done
— what is this proxy system that they are talking about? What does ‘appointing a proxy’ mean? Does it
mean that you appoint a person to vote on your behalf? That sounds like a very complicated process
and in today's age, with the technology that we have, why do we need to have a physical proxy in

order to caste our vote?

Many countries around the world have already started e-voting as a practice. With the type of
security and safety systems available, when millions of dollars are being transacted through

electronic mode, why can a vote not be cast through electronic mode? | think it is high time that we
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can look at it, we can undertake it as a pilot project for overseas Indians. But eventually, this is a

system

that can be offered to all our citizens even in India. So, e-voting should be studied carefully. We bring
in technology to avoid corruption in many areas. Why can we not bring in technology in voting?
Hence, | request the hon. Minister to look at e-voting and voting through electronic mode also rather

than having physical proxies.

The proxy is gender neutral. It is a welcome step and | congratulate the Minister for that. NRls,
who remain Indian citizens, are about 16 million people in the world. It is not a very large number
when you look at our electorate. These 16 million people cannot make a very significant impact just
by voting. But the connectivity that you give them to the country is important. These 16 million people
may be just one or two per cent of the population in many of the countries that they live in. But they
are usually the top one or two per cent of that population. They are doctors, lawyers, engineers,
accountants, astronauts etc. Many of them, after having taken citizenship abroad, are even becoming
Governors, Senators and Congressmen in their countries and we may soon see a day when
Presidents of other countries also could possibly be of Indian origin. But their hearts remain in India
and we need to keep them connected. The brain-drain, that we see happening, has to be turned into
a brain-gain as we bring those people back to India, with their capabilities, with their knowledge, with

their resources, to invest back in our country.

Sir, | think, as a next natural step to this, dual citizenship should also be looked at. | think Indian
citizens abroad are the most connected to their country compared to people who leave from other
countries. If we give them this option of dual citizenship, it will keep them connected to our country

and help us to change the brain-drain into a brain-gain.

With these few words, | support this Bill and | encourage the Minister to look at taking the next

step of dual citizenship.

SHRI KONDA VISHWESHWAR REDDY (CHEVELLA): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Bill allows the
NRIs to appoint proxies to vote on their behalf. The principle behind this Bill is very correct. They
need a national identity and this Bill, probably, allows them to do it. Even Rudyji mentioned that there

is a Non-Resident Indian, who lived for 30 years abroad, but at heart he is still an Indian.
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But let me tell you frankly, when | heard the Minister speak, | was stupefied and astounded. |
feel like the little boy in the story ‘The Emperor's New Clothes’ where everyone is saying that the

Emperor’s clothes are really fine and nice and | feel that the Emperor is totally naked.

Sir, we heard many times in news that some people sell their votes. You can buy votes. Now
we are providing a mechanism for selling your vote by this system of proxy. So, the premise of this

Bill is all NRIs are honest people and all Indians living in India are dishonest people.

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY (SARAN): This is not fair.

SHRI KONDA VISHWESHWAR REDDY : If a Non-Resident Indian can sell it to a proxy, can | not sell
it to a proxy? | may be in ICU or somebody may be on the death bed. He also wants his identity as a
human being. Suppose | am on the death bed, can | go and vote? Can | give you a proxy? ...

(Interruptions)

So, that is the fundamental premise. The principle behind this Bill is really true and as Jayadeviji

mentioned, | think, NRIs need an opportunity to vote.

There is one more flaw which many people pointed out. | think the proxies may not represent
people correctly, they can misrepresent. In fact, the very Act, ‘The Representation of the People Act’

will lead the proxies, who can potentially mislead.

So, one of the solutions — it may not be a perfect solution — is that it cannot be any proxy; a
proxy has to be a blood relative. So, it is less likely that the blood relative will buy the vote from this

NRI. So, a ‘proxy’ can be further defined. It need not be any proxy anywhere.

Sir, it is significantly important. Last time, when | had to go abroad, | applied for visa. Earlier,
when | had to apply for visas, | actually had to go to the Embassy or the Consulate to get the visa.
Now, | can go to a local agency in Hyderabad and put my fingerprints. My e-identity is there with

biometrics. So, they give me the visa. | do not need to come to Delhi to the Consulate for visa.

If that can happen, why can the technology not be used to provide an e-voting for these NRIs?

Sir, we definitely agree with the principle behind this, but not the methodology, the technology
and the procedure used. We need the Representation of the People Act, which does not

misrepresent so that there is no scope for misrepresentation and there is no scope for malpractice.
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Thank you, Sir.

A} AT WAl (IRATON): HH1T IUTEe S, ST F A1 UAT o1l 8 fb T8 Jrelt A1 Jer &, elfeh I8
98 HecaqUi 8 H JHT § P SieadToll I 39 TR A I UTeiRid $hiel 8l %8 &, 8l &I aIfevl 3T ar
IRTSI 7 FET b AT Hiehelt &7 21 deic Raeed Hishe BIAT 8, MR JaT AT WY A alc SHeef &1 ST &l...

(a8 )

§ IR e { $HET I8 § 3MY 3 o} g § 3R 9 Ao o, 39 awh Caflfae 3iR
3R H Uit e fofkam ST oM -7 39T Hclold FHeId A? 519 IS &1 oI il &, Silell aie 8idl 8, T
I vl dle, TTerd, R-B, dic Pt o Ped Bl ... (FIYM) 37T AT SHBDT TG PR I8 &l 34D [1g
stordt & aRe dire, Yoagd 531 wel St 7 PaT b gexer ATgue Hi 81 %81 &1, ()

& I T & oy UReee dote @I 91 R &, ST Afdd H &, ST $IET IR I8 &1 89 ST 3refHIfer <
@ &, T SIRI-AE] bl dIeTE H AN $exel! Argie ey 21 Ui dier a1 R & o e, g ar
EfOr MRS 3 gdT R H B & oY STt 21 377 foTT Bt b1 IS W TEI 2, FIb! BHTS BT Pl O
Sl el 8, I AT BEd & fob Jre T 7T ST 3R e dle &1 BT Fife JH R 8, T 9Rd &
Y &l &1, T < 8l | .. (e § forRad wu & forgar fxam Jadr §, 1980 T THRANTE T YRT &
HITT §31T AR THT HTHTHT HET ST 2T T€ A0 H el fARae © & &1 31T STHMT 98T 1T &, 3=
TR H HIaT, AT, JI<T 81 8T 8, gerdl & &1 38T 8l ...(Fau) A iforg B 8 &7 81 T 3t wrdst

g 5 o Re A . x BT, fre oReE A J81 <) AR dut 9 FARAT SRREER iR H9oR B BRY fsar
STl € fob Fe 370 @ 1 HieT, Hial fRieet & fo SIS &R . () |1s & <g, Ryuifedt & oferg =&
BT B1....(FagT) JT AT 1. (FagT) SHTT 37T Hiamdt et 38 8 ....(Taer™) 36 SR AT HiaaT
ST 32 Bl...(FIUM) 8 THIRAMTS & alc & JIPR & favrg & 781 21...(Jae™) 9 g lforg...
(cGETT) 31T HierdT SHTT d1eT 38 81, S dTebrIeT U+l § ale &l HIT & |...(Fe)

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : How can you blame the embassies? ... (Interruptions)

st HIg¥HE el : Sir, this is not fair. It is a Bill. | am very straight forward ... (Interruptions) Yes, you

counter me ... (Interruptions) 53T Sit STITd &, BRI Eﬁ“ﬂ...(@ﬂ’ﬂﬁ)
St INT TATT HSF : 7BISY, I ITRIT &, TH UIIST | I16% IAT A1y (SFaeT)

Y AEFHE el @ 3T I |....(TTET) 319 F dleT 8T 8, AT Jr Al B! it 31T H3lt T2¥ 8, HAT i
AT | 3T AT S I 87 ... (TT)
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afY et TR fob st it BT 8, 3R 319 FelR il Ueh R Hialfer STRINT Ueb faemies b grd &
fore, wre & gama & forg far qr 7 3T 2 b ST SuAT T a1 a9 | I8 b U Hea A TS, S
aIed 8, Yfh DRecTdl I T, I JATT-3TeRT <2l 7 foaR 8Y & =18 d AT o fory &, Uer & forq &, ferem &
foTT & 37T AR & forq &l g8t S, AT & 3ieR Y&dH) YR BT, aIe dl 9 Slei, aifde aie &T TR
PRAT, IPT ST PRAT, Aley foe I ATy I dIc Saa™T I8 e Sa-1T A 81 &1 3N 396 T Ue

3ifedtfdcas H P&l this causes hardship. The above difficulty faced by the overseas electorates feTq
MY AP ST DN & | Y STl HISiC olavy &, FT SHb! sTSi31T 8l sidl 82 S9! ar SATST WerHT
BIKiT & | 3T Helfdred T 81 32 82 |alel AT gorde’el KRB &, FaTel AT I & T F S IR-BIAT DI
B 38 8, ST &eieh 71 SHTeT 81 R8T &, IHDI hH P Bl FaTel Jg At o fob S dle ot ANl & fodrT 4 8
3T 81 38T § o &9 Sl dI S 32 8, 921 We 81 38T IT 8] &1 ¥&T &, ISP Sl e Il MY 370 TNh 4
Bﬁ'ﬂ? BT BTN, 37T Uil aIC o 2 & Sir, you told, the French electorate, residing in Puducherry,

casts vote. In the US Presidential Elections, every embassy holds booth. Their citizens cast vote.
31 & & & fob &9 QI TR TR 37T, TfiF ek 0 31T, IR FaR 0= 3AT¢, &9 fEfieer urer 81 3 St g
P TR 3R I8 8, 3R AT & dIC T g TIRT T9T 7 8l &, AT 37T FT 8] PR Fobal 87 ST 3Tl
TRIR AT 3FET BT, QT T TRETIEIcT BT | 3110 CaTeiTol T Tl HIfoigl ST 89 YIFUIE <d 8, dleR foke
5 1 &91 B &, I SAIFCRE BT 9T RIS ATIDh URT 8IAT 8, 31T 3iier Ure| HST g §9 R @i i
TEl IR 87 31T S SelaeRel RBRT &b AT T T8l SIS 8, 31T 39 TR I FT I I8 82 3T ar
SIRIYNS BT 9112Y ... ( aeT) H T a7 & 8T § ol 3f1Uehl 3MMUfxy &I &1 8l It is a representative form of

the Government. If you want to bring any changes in that, why do not you hold an all-party meeting,

at least, those parties are represented in Parliament and in State Assemblies and discuss it
thoroughly? Why cannot you send this Bill to the Standing Committee? Let it be discussed. 87 1t
SR AT 8 &, Sl PRI & ST 8, T.3TR.IMSS b T Blosy] &, BTN Q2 & TeT-31eRT DA,
g, I T Fl el e &2 AT TST HHCT Bl I JISUR &R 2 82 15 I 2014 F gg 53t St 7
el T b TR RPR & foly ThRefIferc! U Siaudt aF a1 Al &1 WhIScfafelc! &l 8leg P & folg
I YR TR ST IST ol F G G b RIS ST SRIFURT &, I ST DI 8, F1eTT S|
aIe BT ARIPR 81 AfeheT, AT ST ST ATURT IR e &, FOIep! BHRT DI FoTToId el acll, 8HRT Uiferfeeer
e SoTord 8l Tl 89 9d 3109 ST &P ANTNG BT 78] & 38 &, 3717 I8 dIoT $d < Fad &, ol 89N ST §
YT e el STeT Wehall 81 Ie RARY &R e H &, &R Hgeel § 81 MY YR TRIRD P IR F el e & &,
ITeh AYBR P IR H 78! 4 3B 2
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HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Alright. Please wind up.

... (Interruptions)
St FrEwIg el d : 3nft 39 S SSx Y a1 Y B, IY SR ToieT bt 21 Y 31T 39T i &R Fewe] H W
HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, that point is not necessary to discussion.

... (Interruptions)

A} AT WA : ... * P TR D (ol WRBRT R F SRR Jad TRl R & T 81 3FR J8f g
fafTex 3w A ST a8 faheTe T 7 T &, 39 forv TaR ondY & 89 &T 81...( =99™) Sir, it is important

for you also. The Government agencies or the Government offices are being used for propagating

electoral campaign. WW’#@WWW@'@ “-‘TWHTE'%IITS’ gAR fory dgd &l ©Tcie & qel
FIR Sl o oy 98 & AiffT 21 3R o1d 3 fowyet 8 < 39 e o1 AT it 7 ARG ofR TSl v &
EEIEIN

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : Here is a point of order. Under Rule 352(v), it is mentioned:-

“reflect upon the conduct of persons in high authority unless the discussion is based on a

substantive motion drawn in proper terms;”
| also would like to read clause (x):-
“refer to Government officials by name; and”

He has talked about Embassies and Ambassadors across the world which should be deleted

from his speech because this provision says clearly that he cannot refer to their names.
SHRI MOHAMMAD SALIM : | am talking about the misuse of the offices.... (Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : He made a charge or an allegation. How can he say that Embassies
across the world have been used by the Prime Minister ... (Interruptions)? How can he make such a

statement? It has to be deleted.

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Rudy Ji, you have raised certain issue. If a Member makes any allegation

against a particular person, that can be expunged. General statements cannot be expunged. He has
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not talked about any particular embassy.
... (Interruptions)

SHRI DHARAM VIRA GANDHI (PATIALA): Thank you Sir for giving me an opportunity to speak on
this important Bill. | stand for voting rights of our NRI friends who have strong attachment with their
motherland and they are in quite a big number. There are about 1.6 million people living in different
parts of the world. So, | do not find any reason to oppose this Bill but the word ‘proxy voting’ is
ridiculous. We know the meaning of proxy. It is about bogus voting. So, | have my first objection with

the word ‘proxy’ which is the main body of the Bill.

Secondly, it violates the spirit of the People’s Representation Act. One person, one vote clearly

violates the spirit of the Act.

Thirdly, it is devoid of giving a level-playing field for the smaller parties or regional parties to
attract or to voice politically or to preach and to spread their message outside the country, which are
having less resources as compared to a mainstream, big political party. So, it does not give the level-
playing field. Some objections were raised that the NRI's vote will be bought. | do not agree with

this. They are having enough money. They do not need to get money back for their votes.

For me, | think we are a digital nation or we are advancing towards that Government’s claim, as
they rightly claim, that we have made a lot of progress in this field. Sir, e-voting will be the ideal

alternative or an ideal solution for allowing voting to our NRI friends.

At 7 Rig TgATORT (JMTFRUR wifee): A1 Suteder S,  F9erar € 5 98 a8 Reuer et 78 2,
AT A STt GIRT TR T S & Heedqul SR fererii oo & | 7 e @ fob facant o <& aret w1l e
auT I g7 & & qravle Y AU S P AT ST R JST §3M 8, NS ARPR S UG eI 3T &, STD
GeFp TR OR 3T < P [T SireT | F FHEHAT § b I8 98 3reel ard § iR fave d & aret @rl &1
HEIIIT <21 H I, IJTHT I SITET Fo¥C BN | I8 98 38T a1d © | H gafery off g9 gar 7 g fos
TS USTTY 3 40 HRTeT @ facer Ter T E |

H Ge3TaT € fob SRT 98T 37owT iy 81T v Aeb1d il AR 7l = T&T Uehe Pl &, Uged! a1 Hiadt
dic &Y oY 91 Pal TS &, Hfdedel dR IR S AT S<idts 8 &, N fSaTs &l <aT a1 St ot Jal Fad, 9
off vl e & S febedt @l a1 ale Srefd &
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Hel Wi 7 Teb YR I&T 81 H 37 U&7 H §| I §e3el A1 8, A1 F31 St F H fae AT
YTeaT § fb Sl sl e 7 YRKid T 8, §99 < H Sl ge¥cl 1898 8, H e drear g b Sif @i
SIS STET A 81, S9! T8l 81 dIc SIoi Bl ATPR 81T dTfeyl

R, J31 39 a1 D1 Gt +ff & 3R AR 1 et Sff 3R gER A1 Feil = I8 39 ISR fob TR
St e W81 81 § GHsTaT g o grei HIY dRk U= A1) H18d I <2 &l qe™ H3t 7 forar & fb 3 fwelt R
T HAAY 371 T8 flheA &, YT VbR geelcll &l &l Ig Bt U gich T fohelt Uep TRBR bl b &1 &l
DT MR T AR H dhefe Sa11 &1 a1 Traa & (b g et ST AR ofebr 3778 €, I8 370 fieT
& 3R <27 & foTY S8 3728 81T iR faelt STRAAT BT <27 & TRl S arel 81T | &S |

A g Herer (RRAR) : F-1 SuTede Heled, ATudh! aRiHer &l d 3 J&7 & T aTeT |

AT Sif Uap fofeT oiah 31U & 31k I fiet & 3iax il 7 b JIfYdR &, 98 Ui dik U= 310 yRaR &
HeR B & P Gy § & 3 g oft 42971 o T a1t 2afh S 6 HEA I SATST 9T 31U 297 § 788 oAvTaT 8,
JGD! S DT 91 PR T8 &1 TIITRINTSS Pl S I g1 DR I 8l AhS IIT-37TT &1 PIS 1.6 PRIS D8 W&l g,
Pl 3.3 FRIS Pe BT ol H F3AT it A T 1 SR YBHT AT fob S AT Hierdt ale < &l a1 S ATl
@R & T GART T AT 39 <7 & ISR <7 FAT H FHT oI &, 7 & 39 S & 3R a9 U IR &,  SolaT
37T P faell & R &, R I §F < B ANRS 81 & ANRSD Pl §9 TaC &b HAEHT I Al o BT DR
8 A A SfY, 31T 3o ReeTrs J 397 a1t 1 SRx FoiRftheber AT fob - HiterdT gl < Y faem aie”
special procedure for voting by certain classes of persons B8R 2T F IUTed & 3fR WRT AR IR ST URT-
faferdt aiik fAferdt & wmeft &, St oot 91 WR /et R W& 81 Ugel Soie & A & SdI 87 R I & P
URCer doic I ¢ W 3R fhe ST 31T o7 3 31T 319w uRaR & vl Y Hiawd) ale &1 3iftidR < \a
&1 3T ST} 3 29T DY g BT B DR b 39T T fobey Bifora =, faver SR1-fiferct & arferay = ditedt
ale g9 BT B fHar?

5 S ey AT BT AT el T, IRT SR T T o R BAST § A18 sl At 160 ale ff F7aw
&I 31T A1 AT MY THRSIISS Dl J1T DA 5l 3.3 PRIS AN DI qIT Bl ol FAT FRATOR M2 FT H
TRIET H ST HIgeT od GST 81T foh I8 SR, S TSI St g I8 < fob Ty SATeT 3R 8T Ut ST
B T H I8 e b Ig A foRRe 8, I8 ART Iy AR 7, T8 R 3718 S, 8, g AR MR &, I& H Ul
& 37 I8 WRT 1T & 3R g8 YISO T ATell & T 8IT?

&9 3.3 RIS DI 910 DR & al AT HTST el | TR IS & Treft Hg | & fb RIS P
prIeT et 3o R AU BeST & SieR €% & fob 3T g8l IR USIeT T T SHT{hiRRIeT Sfvds T ol
e T B
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TR ol AT &1 a7 8 1 SR <7 A 3T Solc & b Sollf1a 3iiR Argfeves a1t & & arerT-
31T thies & ISR T JTIDT THdHTIC PR I8 &l oAfdhT I arlt df IRFRB B Ht SEi? 77 TRfeR
BIT? I8 dl U IHSHS & b &9 THIARIES &l U JAUPR & W &, ifbT iR &b dR IR ST
aRfhdber B HET?

37T IRT-AfrGT 37k AT bl ATy vt & AT PHITST JAHER ITeT SITIBRI & i &R IR <l &

H g7ep! MBI DRl g b AT aTgth, U HIT-fUT BT Ig JARYDR I8 < Febdl & When it comes to
NRIs, which will be the authority to approve it.

31Tq bt +ft Uit & Hifere Bl U8 Sferepe el B Fevdl fob a8 AT F AMfT WIST DY T PR 3T
TRAT & 37EY AT Y B1S BIAHR D BT AT S 89N d&T IR THRISY &, SHd] d¥ill 3R Beiol Pl a1 B,
7.09.1., RITGR, ST, St ik Thdl 3Rd geafe 391t & a1 @l &1 d1ere & $fea Argher &

IR H JUg P 1 e ol d&T Dl ST bl 404 BT fergeeat =l &1 & | 4 & AriRepar off el
2 81 T8T BT AN THIIRINE T oAb 43 & IR YT TIIRT TeAT I &l I @l bl aRfhpe Br
T FIRASR T2, 37T 39 IR (U AAChde SiRox &l Flfdh 31T 319 39 foeT @l olax 31T &1 § Jai
T8 & W1 Hcbs BT T8 Ueh IEH feleT Bl 8 §9 < b 3ieX 98 ST DI BR-9ce] diet & SAfDPR B
foTg &R ST %8 8, ST Uob a1 @ieh ATt UTYeler T TG il | 31T $H IR ST IR | 3R AYhR Pl
FDH! AT TR FTT & ol 3 BHC b YTH SRe” AT ATfey difeh 39 UR quf fe=iR &1 Teb

SUTEYET HEISY, Y J1 dlef o Hiebl &, 38 fofy ammgesr g=yare |

Faz giaer Rig (aore): # 59 faeT a1 T awar g A1 ee 3T, T off 3w g, afeT 18
3MRET I AT T&T Al DT, T8 -0 A QI-cI1F ARY DRI G DT, SFD! Be! fHerdll & AT 181 et
€, T8 ST el D 81 d oI §IR <9 § Sl I o[l &, U S a1 divs H 31 & T §HRT iR Roid g7
BT 81 I 397 & FYT AT &, AT T BT AABR AT ARy dRier Swex areelf 21T anfey, Ry a1
e 7 & 3R TR AT &Y | gwrare |

Y I o1 TS U Heley, H e & Gt AR AT & T 379 evsiam S @R &
S8 98 &1 Hecayul fawr uR Wef &R (U o1 ¥l &1 H fAwaR |t & STR g1l JH-R Joila Yefig st
Sff 7 IRA & SAlpeT b IR H G5 AR J Pl 21 FGHIORT Sif  IHDT FH fbarm 81 et ared = o
I IR A 91T DI 21 Bl AR 7, H 7llh JUT H 3115, BT Icebad 30T Tebe Bl &, H 39 Fgdl 1M g
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oifer a8 ST € 13 | urct &1 prichall €, I8 UTel ag ddl! 8l IR, Ugel H T J1d g1 AT, .. (ST
T T q1c rTuht oft, ARy & off | .. (cuaw)

SUTEdE HEIed, H U S a8 THIRAT & HHT AT Al & B b d Al T @l e | S
YN BT GITETT 9 8T T, IF A . oivg TS, Sf. IFTSHY, TSR, Ucol Sl N 480 it 39 I1d B
T R e < fob &9 3T fergEat=il &1 dic @ 3iftepR <l Il SiTd & T 81, SHId $o i 81, I7ebT -
9 P o 8l F T Ug-ford €, a1 1 €, 37 T 1 IS Hclofd el 81 3T I1e HRY, Siq HR P
TSI 31T M Srei 31T fergeaivrl IR oxe fopa o fob Ieh Ueb a1 &1 dlend ¥ 9 <27 T TR a1l
31T forgedT™ & NIl ¥ U8 e foamrar 81 fewefl & a1 s &1, U die dY drba & 30U Hedr 3R
femReiT Bl TSR gt Fabdl &, U TR URIR & UaT §T v AISY Sif bl 1% 1ol 18 J8HT A R T
e =3 &7 Fehdl €1 3R TS F 70 el Yt WRA o Aarail 7 37 fReg&ai=ial uR g1 R fhar ar
3T TR TIRTRSATS IR & HRIAT T 81 8?2 H I8 FafTeT IS AT §| 31T Tl IFT fer St 8, 89
Y faicer STt &1 e et T fob 3 &A1 317 SITGH, IFebt yrTfe ) foraT ST |

Sir, | am very proud to say that all NRIs, whether they are in America, England or the Middle
East, have reached there by their hard work, by their honesty and dedication. They went there with
one or two dollars in their pockets and today, they have become doctors, professionals, engineers

and - | have seen as an IT Minister - great software giants. ... (Interruptions)

B 3T ST QMY 3 AT, 37 T AR 1T A7ty F GFT H TehT &R F1 BT IR &7 |

A1 SUTEAE HEIed, TR fAer H3Tery & @ o SR SR o dRIS & oTig T3TRATTS 8
H U 91T 98 TG B AT DPEAT AR (b T HIR B qe HA, Afrers ok S & mu HA 3k
ey fer 4 AT & €, s geiSt el AoigY & @R Y A1 I8 IR I &FAT &, I &HAT T G AT
IIfEQl 3R AT St bl TTTRATS AT AT 8, 39 IR Mdfed T Blcll 87

3R 4T DT IRBR T4 3R 37U T F3T faer S, o /T 89 SMMART dA? ATYDHT FRBR
gt a7 18t el T8 S5 fare &1 g 21 .. awT) g afe o7 T ger A 7, O 98 mafRy Tet
R fob Iep fo1q it gt ST Rl 81 H 397 91t Y ST & feob ST e 53it oft gaig 1¢ &, o See el fb
fSRT & o TR WHET @I &, # I AT T8] WHT W | T87 el b HoIGY, SfAIUN HRd P FoR 2,

SDT TGN H A, AT MY & AR BT T H31 I A1, Tl B H QT @ T 2l T a1 Pl Hdol
T RIS FAT T fob HIReT T T HalT RIS HOTGRT b TN HISH bR Febell &, T € BT &TRIcd & fob
T Step Tl | B 3 1T T S8l TG & fob WIRET o TR FaAl = WIReT I A1 ST 81 India is emerging as

a global power. We all know it. gﬁwéﬁisﬂaﬁwmﬁraﬂm TH A PH HAolH A8d A STUe T8l
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offl 31T U g8 & Ml |iS &, ds 7T 81 g1 Hiefd ¢ fob 37 8ARY Ul A ThRa el &, I8 3Nl
e Bl. .. (Taw)

oY AIETHS AT : &9 3MYY AR Al Dl &l & 3T [ORTe o 2. (STTe™)

Y M 2B wrATE <319 BHRT U & faRIelt €, & SfTuepT oA Al I € clfdh <ar Y ST 8 aR-ER
el &, Y 897 T He? 39 aF MY Ad 8l Fad Bl

We may say whatever we want to. But let us not deride the contribution of the great Indian
NRIs. They have earned millions of dollars. They can become citizens of any country. They wield
influence. But yet they keep the colour of their passport as Indian. That is their commitment to India.

We need to recognize that.

This part of my reply will answer many of the queries which have been made. | have great
respect for Kalikesh ji. | have great admiration for your understanding of Parliamentary procedures.
But you made some sweeping comments. You said that if they are given this power, they will sell it or

use it in some such way.
SHRI KALIKESH N. SINGH DEO : You are misquoting me.

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: | have heard you very carefully. It was akin to that. Any way you

have clarified it. | take that.

Now, | come to the most basic point. Section 20A of the Representation of the People Act,

1950 says: ‘(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, every citizen of India,—
(a) whose name is not included in the electoral roll;
(b) who has not acquired the citizenship of any other country; and

(c) who is absenting from his place of ordinary residence in India owing to his employment, education
or otherwise outside India (whether temporarily or not), shall be entitled to have his name registered
in the electoral roll in the constituency in which his place of residence in India as mentioned in his

passport is located.’

When did this 20A come? This came with effect from 10.2.2011. Salim ji, who was in power

during 20117 It was brought by the Government which you supported. It was done by the UPA
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Government. The UPA Government brought it for a good cause. They have been representing that

they are finding it difficult to come to their constituency and vote in every election.

| must tell you one thing. | have interacted with many of them in my own way in different parts
of the world. Their abiding commitment for India is truly remarkable. The way many of them have
picked up various villages in their State for education, the way they involve themselves in the Teach
India campaign, the way many of them are helping their alma mater with huge funds, like lITs,
medical colleges, etc. is a matter of great manifestation of their commitment for India. We need to

understand that.

ST St = I8 IrTT [alTe] b & fob AT b febe @I ¥ b 81 7 531 e &bt S et forRea
S|

They asked us whether we can allow them proxy. What was their concern? We have
Legislative Assembly elections, we have local body elections, and we have Lok Sabha elections. We
may want to participate in some elections and we may not want to participate in some elections. They
asked us whether we can make a legal provision for proxy. Mr. Deputy-Speaker, you have been the
Law Minister in the past. ‘Proxy’ is not a dirty word. ‘Proxy’ is a proper, defined legal word in
Company Law and in many other places. Therefore, in case of Armed forces also, we gave them the

the provision of proxy voting.

Now, Sir, all the concerns which have been raised by the hon. Members are matters of rules.
Sir, you are aware that we have got the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961. The entire procedure is
there, for example, how will you file the nomination; how the voting lists will be prepared and how the
counting be will held etc. The Act which we are contemplating today gives the enabling support under
Section 20A. The rule will take care of all the concerns which the hon. Members have raised today.
What do you mean that an NRI will not vote as per his wish? Any NRI can put one of his relatives,

one of his close friends as a proxy.

Let us trust his judgement about his proxy. Surely, when the rules are framed, Election
Commission will take into accountwhether the mandate of the main NRI voter has been flouted, and
then there is a provision for cancellation of that vote also. All these are matters to be considered
when the appropriate amendment shall be made in the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 or any other
rules which the Election Commission may consider. Therefore, Sir, | do not want to elaborate this

matter unnecessarily.
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SHRI JAYADEV GALLA : | want to know about e-voting.

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: | am coming to that point. Sir, Migrant workers cannot be compared
with NRIs because they are mosily in India. They from Bihar to Tamil Nadu, Bengal to Delhi or
Mumbai. Sir, we are fully cognizant of the need to give them this space. &Y I! P dIc I el
&l @< &l ...(¥99). Election Commission is already working on this. They have formed a
Committee. They have suggested for the establishment of absentee voting centres during elections.
How many voters from a particular Constituency have gone out for their work etc. Let an Absentee
Committee be there for this and then there is also a provision for their inclusion either there or at the

place of voting.

Sir, these are some suggestions. Many have recommended for linking it with Aadhar. The
Supreme Court has not recommended this. But the work is in progress. | want to assure this House
that our sympathies are with the migrant workers. They should be given the Right to vote in the total
architecture of voting procedure including being in the voting list. Let us wait till the Election

Commission makes further progress on this.

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: | want to raise one point. Suppose a man from Bengaluru wants to
contest election in Delhi and he is campaigning in Bengaluru, whether he has to go there and vote or

a postal vote is allowed. Other workers and teachers are going to have the right to use postal vote.

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Sir, my answer is very simple. As of now, migrant workers can
register in their original place or in the new place of their work also, if they are ordinary resident in the

meaning of the law. Today, we have allowed postal ballot only in case of Armed forces.
HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But teachers are also using that right because of their workplace.
SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Yes Sir.

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The persons who are on election duty at some other places, should have
that right.
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SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: If teachers go for election related works, they can use the postal

ballot in respect of their constituencies.

Sir, voting in India, in terms of your name in voter list, is mainly relatable to your constituency.
All of us are aware of that. Therefore, migrant workers presently can remain voters in their
constituencies or if they satisfy the requirement of ordinarily resident, they can become voters in their

place of work.

The larger concerns about migrant workers which have been raised, it will be surely looked

into.
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Now | come to the e-voting part. Sir, | am also having the IT Portfolio. | am one of the biggest
supporters of IT initiative including online. But when we talked about it, we found that e-voting may
not be completely free from difficulty. The first that thing that will happen is whom you have voted will
come online. Therefore, we will have to make a very secured architecture as to how this can also be
shielded. It will become a violation of the secrecy of voting. As of now, we need further technology to

ensure that e-voting is completely free from any kind of trespassing or others knowing about it.

Second is the safety issue. Mr. Galla, since you have been in America for a long time, you must
be aware that e-voting still is not globally free from difficulty. In America, they still do ballot part of it.
... (Interruptions) Therefore, the smaller countries with one lakh population, which Mr. Rudy talked
about, can have it, but in India, with a population of 130 crore and 80 crore plus voters, the question

of allowing e-voting will require a lot of hard work and security issues that we will have to look into.

Today, | would only say this. | have noted all the concerns that the hon. Members have
suggested or observed, and while framing the Rule, | want to assure, that these concerns shall be
flagged into and all the security architecture will be there. This is a momentous event. ...

(Interruptions)
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HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is:

“That the Bill further to amend the Representation of the People Act, 1950 and the

Representation of the People Act, 1951, be taken into consideration.”

The motion was adopted.

... (Interruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The House will now take up clause-by-clause consideration of the Bill.

The question is:

“That clause 2 stand part of the Bill.”

The motion was adopted.

Clause 2 was added to the Bill.

Clause 3 Amendment of Section 20

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Clause 3, Amendment No. 3, Shri N. K. Premachandran -- not present.

Amendment No. 4, Dr. Shashi Tharoor -- not present.

The question is:

“That clause 3 stand part of the Bill.”

The motion was adopted.

Clause 3 was added to the Bill.

Clause1 Short Title and Commencment

Amendment made:
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Page 1, line 5, --

for “Act, 2017"

substitute “Act, 2018”. (2)

(Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is:

“That clause 1, as amended, stand part of the Bill.”

The motion was adopted.

Clause 1, as amended, was added to the Bill.

Enacting Formula

Amendment made:

Page 1, line 1, --

for “Sixty-eighth”

substitute “Sixty-ninth”. (1)

(Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is:

“That the Enacting Formula, as amended, stand part

of the Bill.”

The motion was adopted.

The Enacting Formula, as amended, was added to the Bill.
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The Long Title was added to the Bill.

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD:Sir, | beg to move:

“That the Bill, as amended, be passed.”

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is:

“That the Bill, as amended, be passed.”

The motion was adopted.

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now, we will take ‘Zero Hour’. Shri Mullappally Ramachandran.
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