
1 97 Written Answers SRAVANA 3. 1918 {Saka) Written Answers 198

Wireless Local Loop Project

1861. SHRI SANAT KUMAR MANDAL : Will the 
Minister ot COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state :

(a) whether the attention of the Government has 
been  inv ited  to the  ne w s - i te m  a p pea r ing  in The 
Financial Express’ dated June 30,1996 captioned "Dot s 
Rs. 350 crore w ire less local loop project European 
lobby's tactics outbid h i- tech ';

(b) if so. the reaction of the Government thereto
and

(c) the consideration weighed in this virtual sell-off 
to the European multinationals and the nature of new 
sophisticated technology likely to be provided to the 
customer?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI 
PRASAD VARMA) : (a) Sir, there is no Rs 350 crore 
wireless local loop project as referred in the news item

(b) Not applicable

(c) Specif icat ions framed by the department are 
generic in nature and do favour any particular technology 
Thus, the question of "virtual sell-off' to any particular 
vendor does not arise

[Translation]

Pension Scheme

1862 SHRI SUSHIL CHANDRA Will the Minister 
of LABOUR be pleased to state

(a) the num ber of names of recognised labour 
unions in the country;

(b) the number of unions which have accepted the 
pension scheme introduced by the Union Government 
and

(c) the percentage of workers in the country who 
have adopted this pension scheme?

THE M IN IS T E R  OF LA B O U R  (SHRI M 
A R U N A C H A L A M ) ; (a) 10 C en tra l  Trade U n ion  
Organisations have been consulted by the Ministry of 
Labour on various labour issues including the pension 
scheme Names of these organ isa t ions are Indian 
N a tiona l Trade Union C ongress, Bhartiya Mazdoor 
Sangh, Hind Mazdoor Sabha, United Trade Union Centre 
(LS), National Labour Organisation, All India Trade Union 
Congress, Centre of Indian Trade Unions. United Trade 
Union Congress, Trade Union Coordination Centre and 
National Front of Indian Trade Unions

(b) and (c) Except the Centre of Indian Trade Unions 
and the United Trade Union Centre (LS). all the Central 
Trade Unions have generally supported the Employees 
Pension Scheme The Scheme is under implementation 
w.e.f. 16.11 95 As on 12 7.96 pension under the new 
S ch e m e  has bee n  d is t r ib u te d  a m ong  7 0 ,5 8 9  
benefic iar ies

[English]

Air Hostess Medical Check up

1863. SHRI MOHAN RAWALE Will the Minister of 
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state

(a) whether female air hostesses have to go for 
medical check up after attaining the age of 35 years

( b )  it s o  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  is no s u c h  c o n d i t i o n  in 
respect of male Pursers and Supervisors

(c) if so the reasons for such discrimination, and

(d) the s te p s  p ro p o s e d  to be taken  by the  
Government in this regard9

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND MINISTER 
OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI C M 
IB R A H IM ) : (a) to (c) and (d) In Ind ian  A ir l in e s  
a irhos tesses  and male cabin crew are requ ired to 
undergo annual medical check up after atta ining the 
age of 35 years

In Air India only airhostesses have to appear for 
medical examination from the age of 37 years as they 
are entitled to avail of the benefit to retire at the age of 
35 years Male cabin crew are not required to undergo 
such test since they retire at the age of 58 years.

[T ransla tion ]

Development of Domestic Tourism

1864 PROF PREM SINGH CHANDUMAJRA Will 
the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state

(a) whether it is a fact that due to apathy of the 
Government towards the places of tourist and historical 
importance having inspirational value in the country, 
the development of domestic tourism has been adversely 
affected,

(b) if so. the reaction of the Government thereto,

(c) whether the Government have formulated any 
time bound scheme for the development of domestic 
tourism,

(d) if so. the details thereof

(e) whether the Government propose to involve the 
private sector in the development of domestic tourism 
and

(f) if so. the details thereof9

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS 
AND MINISTER OF TOURISM (SHRI SRIKANTA JENA)
(a) to (d) Domestic Tourism is the mainstay of Indian 
Tourism The Department of Tourism Government of 
Ind ia ,  p ro v id e s  c e n t ra l  f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e  fo r  
construction of Tourist Complexes Wayside Amenities 
Tourist Bungalows Yatri Ntwas/Yatrikas Tourist Reception 
Centres, Tented Accommodation and Pilgrim Centres to


