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Government. In addition. the Confe-
rence mandated the ANC leadership 
to pursue negotiations thwugh an All-
Partv Conference with the South Afri-
can ·Government on the Constitutio-
nal principle~ that would guide the 
Constituent Assembly. The Conference 
also adopted a 3-phase plan for lift-
ing of sanctions after obstacles to n.:-
gotiations are removed. an interim 
Government established and a demo-
cratic Constitution ndupt.!d. 

k) Yes. Sir. 

(f) India has always been in the 
fordront of the anti-apartheid struggle. 
The Indian Government continues to 
give moral. materi..1l anci political 
support to the ANC and other anti-
apartheid organisations. During the 
vi,it of Dr. Nelson Mandela to India. 
a cheque of US ·' 5 million wac; han-
ded to him for the resettlement uf the 
ANC exiles. Effective <•ssistance is 
also being rendered in providing voca-
tional and technical training facilities 
tn members of the bh1ck maioritv in 
South Africa. · 

New Steel Plant'> 

2158. SHRI GOPINATH GAJA-
PATHI: Will the Minister of STEEL 
be pleased to state: 

fa) whether the Union Government 
have any proposal for setting up of 
new major steel plants in the Eighth 
Plan; and 

(b) if so. the details thereof, State-
wise? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF 
THE MINISTRY OF STEEL tSHRI 
SONTOSH MOHAN DEB): (a) and 
(b) Proposals for setting up Steel 
Plants at Vijayanapr in Karnataka 
and Daitari in Orissa have been under 
consideration of the Government. 
Final decision on implcmeDtation of 
these projects would depend upon the 
1W811ahilfty of funds in the vnr Plan 
period. 

·B81Jl18ti Rice 

2159. SHRl GOVINDRAO 
NIKAM: Will the Minister of AGRI-
'CULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Basmati rice is one of 
the main foreign exchange earning 
food product of the country; 

(b) if so, the steps the Government 
propose to take to increase the pro-
duction of the Basmati rice: 

(c) whdher the Government pro-
pose to supply Basmati rice seed at 
subsidised mte to the farmers of the 
hilly and tribal areas: 

(d} if so. the d~tails thereof; and 

(e) if not. the reasons thereof? 

THE MINISTER Of STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL-
TURE (SHRJ MULLAPPALL Y 
RAMACHANDRAN): (a) Yes, Sir. 

tb) For increasing the production of 
Basmati Rke for export, 20 districts 
have been identified in Haryana. Pun-
jab and Uttar Pradesh under the Cen-
trally Sponsored Scheme for Integra-
ted Programme in Rice Development. 
For propagating the adoption of im-
proved Basmati Rice production tech-
nology, assistance is beintt provided 
to the farmers of the identified dis· 
trkts for use of inputs like seeds. 
micro nutrients, pesticides, farm im-
plements. plant protection equipment. 
etc. Apart from this, field demonstra-
tions in Basmati Rice production are 
:tlso organised. besides conductio& 
training pn>Jnllllmes for the farmers 
·and farm labourers. 

(c) to (e) The seed of Basmati Rice 
is being provided to the farmers of 
20 sele<.1ed districts at a subsidy of 
Rs. 200 per quintal. Assistance through 
this scheme is beina provided mainly 
to the Small and Mai'Jinat farmers. 
However, other cateaory of farmers 
also act usiataoce to some oxtent 
under this programme. 1"here Is DO 
proposal to aupp1y seeda of Ballllati 
Rice on subsidy to the farmers ol billy 


