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[Translation}
Though Government had approv-

ed the proposal of constituting a 
Ecological Task Force in Himachal 
Pradesh, it could not materialise but 
in future priority will be given to 
Himachal Pradesh. So far as the 
question of forest fire is concerned, I 
would request the Himachal Pradesh 
Government to send the figures at the 
earliest so that I can present them 
before the House.

W RITTEN ANSW ERS TO 
Q U ESTIONS

[English]

Efficacy <>t Ayurvedic Drugs

*185. Dr. A. K. Patel: Will the 
Minister of ^Health and Family Wel-
fare be pleased to state :

(a) whether any tests bave been 
conducted in tde country about the 
efficacy of ayurvedic drugs to improve 
memory and learning , and

(b) if so, iii which institutions 
such tests have been conducted and 
the outcome thereof ?

The Minister of Health and 
Family Welfare (Shri M. L. Fotedar):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The efticacy of medicinal 
plants like Brahmi, Mandukparni, 
Jyotishmati, S&nkhapushpi and a 
compound Ayurvedic preparation 
namely, ‘Smriti Sagar Rasa have been 
studied as Medhva Rasayana at Cen-
tral Council for Research in Ayurveda 
and Siddha, Central D ag Research 
Institute, Lucknow, Banaras Hindu 
University, Varanasi. Gujarat Ayur- 
ved University, Jamnagar, National 
Instiute of Ayurveda, Jaipur and at 
Kasturba Gandhi Medical College, 
Manlpal. These drugs have been 
reported effective in improving 
Memory and Learning;
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Control over Indian Conacit oi Histo
rical Research

*187. Shri Sbankersiah Vaghela:
Will the Minister of Hamas Resource 
Development be pleased to state:

(a) Whether the Government 
exercise any control over the Indian 
Council of Historical Research in 
regard to sanction of foreign trips and 
maintenance allowance;

(b) if so, m what manner ; and

(c) the details of the trips sanc-
tioned and the maintenance amount 
granted for the same during the last 
three years ?

The Minister of Human Resource 
Development (Shri Arjnn Singh): (a)
and (b) The Indian Council of Histo-
rical Research gives financial assis-
tance to scholars for undertaking 
foreign trips in connection with collec-
tion of source material or to present 
a paper at a seminar or conference. 
This assistance is sanctioned by its 
Research Projects Committee in ac-
cordance with the rules framed by 
the Council for this purpose. There 
is no representation of the Govern-
ment on the Research Project Com-
mittee and approval of Government 
is not necessary for individual sanc-
tions.

(c) The Council sanctioned 
foreign travel grants to 79 scholars 
during the last three years. 57 
scholars have so far availed of the 
assistance. The Council have incur-
red an expendiutre of Rs. 2,17,467 
on maintenance and Rs. 5,92,820 on 
travel of these scholars.

Poor performance of Indians in Sports

*189 Shri Vijaya Naval Patil: 
Will the Minister of Homan Resource 
Development be pleased to state:

(a) whether the poor performance 
of Indians in sports, games and youth 
activities in comparison to other


