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DR. KARTIKESWAR PATRA: 
What are the reason* that the unit 
did not fraction?

- DR. CHINTA MOHAN: There are 
number of reasons for that. For start
ing this project, we had taken com
ponents from different parts of the 
world. Therefore, for the function
ing of this unit, all these problems 
have come.

fTranslation]

Desert Development Programme
*127. SHRI GIRIDHARI LAL 

BHARGAVA: Will the PRIME M I
NISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Central Arid Zone 
Research Institute, Jodhpur has iden
tified many areas in Rajasthan which 
are not covered under the Desert 
Development Programme;

fb) if so. the details of such areas;

(c> whether non-inclusion of such 
areas under Desert Development Pro
gramme is likely to lead to expansion 
of the desert area;

(d) whether the State Government 
of Rajasthan has submitted a memo
randum to the National Committee 
on Drought Prone Arfca Programme 
and Desert Development Programme 
for the inclusion of these areas under 
the Desert Development Programme; 
and

(r> if so. whether the Government 
propose to take appropriate action for 
inclusion of such areas under the 
Tesert Development Programme?

[English]
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 

THE MINISTRY OF RURAL DE
VELOPMENT (SHRI G. VENKAT 
CWAMY): (a) and fb) At the ins
tance of the Government of Rajas- 
thin the Central Arid Zone Research 
Institute. (CAZRJ). • Jodhpur,- Rajas
than examined the climatic data of 
S;,<Vni. Ajmer and Jaipur districts to 
fir d out arid w ear not •cow ed'under 
Desert Development Programme
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(DDP). The results indicated the 
following:—

Districts Percent arid areas o f 
the district

Sirohi 14.15
Ajmer 12.46

Jaipur 3.13
(c) The research findings of CAZ- 

RI reveal that the desert is not ex
panding.

(d) In the Memorandum of the 
Government of Rajasthan, a sugges
tion either to include under DDP or 
take up as a 100% centrally spon
sored programme, development of 
fringe areas to the DDP districts where 
desertic conditions in lesser or greater 
extent prevail, has been made. This 
proposal covers most of the areas 
identified by CAZRI.

(e) A Committee headed by Shri 
L.C. Jain, the then member, Plann
ing Commission in its report submitt
ed' to Government of India in August 
1990 has recommended transfer of 
DDP to the States for implementa
tion. In view of this suggestion for 
transfer, the Committee was of the 
view that the States would themselves 
identify areas for future coverage of 
this programme. Comments of con
cerned State Government on the re
port of Committee have now been re
ceived and the Government of India 
will take a view in the matter.

[Translation]
SHRI GIRIDHARI LAL BHAR

GAVA: My first question is whether 
an area of more than 4,000 km. 
with desertive conditions in Udai
pur. Jaipur. Ajmer and Sirohi 
districts are not covered under the 
Desert Development Programme? Si
milarly. has the provision o f drink- 
inp water been made in the Desert 
Development' Programme?

SHRI G. VENKAT SWAMY: I 
have already replied to the question 
the hon. Member has asked. I am 
resdy to give the details of the area 

. in square -mile*, la  th e *  three



districts, if he desires. I have these 
figures with at the moment
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M R. SPEAKER: The hon. Mem
ber is asking whether the provision 
of drinking water has been made or 
n o t

SHRI G. VENKAT SWAMY: 
This provision has been made. (In
terruptions)

[English]
MR. SPEAKER: Please check the 

information.

(Interruptions)

[Translation]
SHRI GIRIDHARI LAL BHAR- 

G A yA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, as per
my information the provision of drin
king water has not been made. The 
hon. Minister is giving wrong infor
mation. . .(Interruptions)

[EnglishJ

MR. SPEAKER: What is your se
cond supplementary?

[Translation]
SHRI GIRIDHARI LAL BHAR- 

GAVA: Mr. Speaker. Sir, is the hon. 
Minister not aware of it? He is giv
ing wrong information. (interrup
tions)... Mr. Speaker, Sir, how can 
development take place in a desert 
area without the provision of drink
ing water.. .(Interruptions)

[English'!
THE PRIM E MINISTER (SHRI 

P.V. NARASIMHA RAO): Sir. the 
question that has been pm is whether 
three or four districts have been in
cluded in the scope of this scheme. 
The answer is, they have given the 
percentages and they have also said 
that in connection with the spreading 
of the desert, the finding is that de
sert is not spreading into these dis
tricts. There is another angle to the 
question; that all these programmes 
,bould tie made over to die State

Governm ent. The then Planning
Commission Member gave a report 
savins: “Now you do not go into all 
S ese th in m , Let the State Govern
ment take care” . So we have nothing 
to  say whether the desert is spreading 
or not spreading in these districts right 
bow, because we are considering 
whether we should make over the en
tire programme to the State Govern
ment as recommended by the then 
Planning Commission Member, w e 
will have to take a view on that-—it 
we really want to keep it, as other 
gfrt* Governments seem to recom
mend, then we will have to go into 
other details and then we can come 
up with the answer. But right now 
the position is whether the wkole 
scheme is to be given over to the 
State Government in which case we 
will have nothing to do and we will 
only be paying the money to the State 
Government That is the position. 
We will have to take a view m the 
very near future.

MR. SPEAKER: The question was 
whether drinking water will be pro- 
vided?

SHRI P.V. NARASIMHA RAO: 
No. I t is said that the drinking water 
has not been covered. If it has not 
been covered, it needs to be covered 
(Interruptions)

: Your oues>:on 
Shri Digvijaya

MR. SPEAKER 
has been replied.
Singh.

SHRI DIGVIJAYA SINGH: I
would like to ask the Prime Minister 
about the process of verification, that 
is the process of desert formation is 
no longer confined to Rajasfhan. it 
is spreading—T personally know it—
to Gujarat. Madhya Pradesh and Har
yana also. (Interruptions) I would 
ask the Hon*b!e Prime Minister whe
ther he would consider sending a 
team to examine whether the process 
of desert formation has been «***'>«- 
fog in Jhabua. Dhar districts of Mad
hya Pradesh?

MR. SPEAKER: It ta outside the 
scope. Shri Jaswant Singh.



29 Oral Answers SRAVANA 2, 1913 (SAKA) Oral Answers 30

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Mi.
Speaker, Sir. So far as the question 
of handing over the entire desert de
velopment programme to the Govern
ment of Rajasthan on the basis of 
Laxmi Jain’s recommendations, is 
there any timeframe within which the 
Government has to take this decision?

SHRI P.V. NARAS1MHA RAO: 
Very soon. There is a little hitch 
there. All the other State Govern
ments do not want this to be done. 
So the Planning Commission Mem
ber wants it to be done and the State 
Governments do not want it to be 
done. That is the dilemma in which 
we are.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH. 
Rajasthan Government.

Not

[Translation]
PROF. RASA SINGH RAWAT: 

Sir, through you, I would like to 
know when the desert area was ex
amined. Many years have elapsed 
since the examination then and now 
the circumstances have changed. I 
would like the Planning Commission 
to examine it afresh whether the desert 
is expanding. The reality is that the 
desert area is expanding rapidly. (In
terruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Please ask ques
tion.

PROF. RASA SINGH RAWAT: 
1 w e ld like to know from the hon. 
Minister when the examination was 
done? Will the findings of that exa
mination be withdrawn and the whole 
task handed over to the State Govern
ment with the provision of financial 
assistance?
[English]

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO: 
If there is any dispute about the 
findings of this institute, we will re
quest tbe institute to have a look at 
it again. Because there should be no 
difficulty in finding out as to what is 
the truth. If the old finding is out of

date or things have changed, circums
tances have changed since then, we 
will go into it.

SHRI GUM AN MAL LODHA: Sir, 
through you I want to ask the hon. 
Prime Minister, since he has said that 
drinking water needs to be included, 
whether he would make a statement 
because drinking water is the most 
essential thing.

MR. SPEAKER: The statement is 
not necessary. Mr. Lodha, I am not 
allowing it. This statement itself is a 
statement.

Now. Mr. Mathur.

(Interruptions).

SHRI SHIV CHARAN MATHUR: 
It is surprising to note that the Re
port has been submitted that the 
Desert is not advancing. It is defini
tely advancing towards Delhi. The 
Report by an expert has clearly indi
cated that there are 11 gaps. Pushkar 
gap is a very important and prominent 
gap through which the Desert is ad
vancing very fast If this is so and if 
the Report is presented to the Plan
ning Commission and the Government 
of India. I think a second look should 
be given to it.

MR. SPEAKER: He has said, it
can be examined again. The hon. 
Prime Minister u id  that it can be 
examined again.

Now, Question Hour is over.


