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rated from one of the approved rating agencies and submit 
the rating certificate to the Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas and other concerned. Cumulatively upto
31.1.1997, 17 private parties have imported about 190 TMT 
of LPG in bulk and 2 parties have imported about 0.19 
TMT in packed.

Consequent to introduction of parallel marketing 
scheme of LPG, there is no monopoly in LPG marketing. 
It is expected that by end of monopoly and on account 
of competition, there will be improvement ins customer 
service.

[English]

Barrier Free Environment

1874. SHRI SATYAJITSINH DULIPSINH GAEKWAD: 
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state :

(a) whether a project has been undertaken to 
provide a barrier free environment to the disabled and the 
elderly people, as sponsored by the UN Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and Pacific (ESCAP);

(b) if so, the details of the project; and

(c) the details of beneficiaries of the project and the 
steps taken to set up such projects on a country-wide 
basis ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
URBAN AFFAIRS AND EMPLOYMENT AND MINISTER 
OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY 
AFFAIRS (DR. U. VENKATESWARLU) ; (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) A Pilot Project namely, the ‘New Delhi Pilot 
Project’ has been started recently with the assistance of 
the UN-Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
Pacific (ESCAP) for the promotion of barrier-free built 
environment for the disabled and elderly persons. This 
Project envisages the creation of facilities to provide 
barrier-free access to disabled and elderly persons in five 
selected buildings located in the Indraprastha Estate area 
in New Delhi and also in Nirman Bhavan and Shastri 
Bhavan, housing the Ministries of Urban Affairs & 
Employment and Welfare respectively. This Project, which 
is expected to have demonstration value, aims at 
developing a model with appropriate designs for the 
replication of the same in other cities in India.

(c) The beneficiaries of the Project will include 
various categories of disabled persons such as the 
orthopeadically handicapped, visually handicapped etc. and 
elderly persons. With a view to promoting similar projects 
on a country-wide basis, draft Model Building Bye-laws, 
incorporating provisions for barrier-free access to the 
disabled and elderly persons in buildings, have been 
formulated and circulated by the Government of India to 
the State Governments.

[ Translation]

Specific Employment Schemes

1875. SHRI HARIVANSH SAHAI : Will the Minister of 
RURAL AREAS AND EMPLOYMENT be pleased to state.

(a) the amount of funds allocated during the year
1995-96 and 1996-97 for specific Employment Schemes
in Deoria and Balia district of Uttar Pradesh;

(b) whether these funds are being spent on some
other heads; and

(c) if so, the reasons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
RURAL AREAS AND EMPLOYMENT (SHRI CHANDRADEO 
PRASAD VARMA) : (a) The details of amount of funds 
allocated during 1995-96 and 1996-97 for Employment 
schemes like Jawahar Rozgar Yojana (JRY), Employment 
Assurance Scheme (EAS), Integrated Rural Development 
Programme (IRDP), Training for Rural Youth for Self 
Employment (TRYSEM) in Balia and Deoria District of Uttar 
Pradesh are as follow :

1995-96 1996-97
Balia Deoria Balia Deoria

JRY 883.09 340.89 842.25 353.79

EAS* 340.00 300.00 520.00 150.00

IRDP 345.99 329.94 345.99 329.94

TRYSEM 29.32 29.88 29.32 29.88

* The figures show the funds released.

(b) No, Sir.

(c) Does not arise.

[English]

LPG Agencies

1876. SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN : Will the PRIME 
MINISTER be pleased to state :

(a) whether there is any policy of Government to 
encourage Cooperative Societies;

(b) If so. the places where LPG distributorship has 
been given to Cooperative Societies;

(c) whether the number if LPG distributorship to 
Cooperative Societies is much less than the number of 
individual LPG Agencies; and

(d) The steps Government propose to take to 
encourage the Cooperative Societies in this field ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS (SHRI T.R. BAALU) :
(a) As per existing policy cooperative societies are eligible


