145 OmlAnlm

SHRI. MUMTAZ ANSARI: Mica Trad-
ing Corporation i.e MITCO, which was es-
tablished at kodarma, has been running ata
loss. | have just heard thatthere is a plan of
merger of MITCO with MMTC. Is there any
step in this regard being taken by the Gov-
ernment?

SHRI P.CHIDAMBARAM: MITCO is
now only a wholly aened subsidiary of MTC.
There is no proposal to change the status.

National Highways

*150. SHRI MUKUL BAGHRISHNA
WASNIK:
SHRISHRAVANKUMAR PATEL:

Will the Minister of SURFACE TRANS-
PORT be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government have cor:-
ducted any survey to identily tghe length of
National Highways which are not trafficworthy
as per international standards;

(b) it so, the details thereof, State-wise;
and

(c) the tunds proposed 1o be provided
for maintenance and repair of National
Hiways during 1992-93, State-wise

PHALGUNA 16, 1913 (SAKA}

Oral Answers 146

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF SUFACE TRANSPORT
(SHRI JAGADISH TYTLERY): (a) o (c). A
stalement is laid on the Table of the Sabha.

STATEMENT

(a) and (b). the Central Road Research
Institute had completed an inventory of the
Nation Highways in 1987 as part of whict
they mesured the reiding quality of the major
portion of the National Highway network.
State-wise summary of roughness value is
given in the Appendix.

According tothe norms laid down by the
indian Roads Congress, riding comfort was
less than satistactory on roughly 41. 6%
length of National Highways. The National -
Highways are howgver generally kept traffic
worthy, within the availability of funds. More- -
over, development of National Highways is
a continuing activity and since 1987 further
investments have been made to upgrade
the system.

(c) In the 1992-93 Budget, a provision
of Rs. 169.68 crores for maintenance and
repairs of National Higways has been in-
cluded. The State-wise distribution of the
provision will be decided after the Demand
for Grants are approved by the Parliament.
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SHRIMUKUL BALKRISHNAWASNIK:
Sir, as per the reply given by the hon.
Minister, 41.6 per cent of the Indian High-
ways are below the standard level according
tothe survey conductedbythe Indian Roads
Congress., But, as per the survey con-
ducted by the Central Road Research Insa-
tiate, 28 per cent of the Indian Highways are
below the standard level and are not in a
motorable condition. Firstly this had led to
increase in road accidents killing more than
fity thousand people during the last one
year; and beondly increase seefull con-
sumption with an additional expenditure of
Rs. 6000 milfion every year. So, may | know
from the hon. Minister, the steps Govern-
ment propose 1o initiate to improve the
quality of Indian Highways?

SHRI JAGADISH TYTER: Sir, first of
all, | would like to cormrect the hon. Member.
The documents which have been given by
the CRRI says that 38.3 per cent of the
National Highways are having a good riding
quality; 20.1 per cent average riding quality,
while the riding surface for raining 41.6 per
cem is very poor. So, to some extent, the
hon. Member is right. The roads are not in
very good conditions.

But, as far as the other part of the
question is concemod, | may say that
according to the funds available to us, what-
ever is possible with regard to maintaining
and repairing of roads, modernisalion etc,
wherever s possible isbeing done. Because
of this, automatically, the rate of accidents
and other difficulties the people are facing,
would come down.

" [Enghish)

. SHRIMUKUL BALKRISHNAWASNIK:
Sir, the National Highways, though consti-
wte only two per cent of the roads within the
country, are catering to almost sixty per cent
ofthetravilers. The Minister has pointed out
that whatever funds are available, the Gov-
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emment is planning to improve the quality.
May, I therefore, know from the hon. Minis-
ter, in view of several thousands people
getting killed and several thousands of ru-
pees being additionally spent over fuel,
whether there has been a decline in the
funds rmade availalble forthe road construc-
tion and their maintenance and, if.so, what
has been the pecentage decline during the
last five years? Secondly, it has been our
general knowledge that scale amount is
being misappropriated by the agencies in-
volved in the construction and maintenance
of roads. May |, therefore, know from the
hon. Minister what are the steeps that the
Govemnment planstotaketo curb the misap-
propriation in this regard?

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: Sir, during
the successive five-year plans, the share of
transport has come down from 22 per cent
10 12 per cent and the share of roads has
correspondingly some down from 6.7 per
centto 2.9 per cent. The National Highways
no doubt constitute only two per cent of the
network and carry more than one-third of the
road traffic which has been suffering be-
cause funds are not being made available.
Even the share in the plans has declined
progressively from 1.4 per cent to 0.71 per
cent. The investments on the development

.of the National Highways system at con-
stant price, have almost remind static till the
Seventh Plan, though the traffic has in-
creased manifold both intams of vellumand
roads. The periodical maintenance in the
upkeep of the system has been badly af-
fected. We are doing everything possible
with whatever funds aro available, to main-
1ain our roads.

As regards the second part of the ques-
tion, maintenance of roads is the responsi-
bility of the State. Governments. We give
funds to the State Governments. But re-
cently tha information has been that the
money is not property spent. SS, we are
monitoring from the Central Ministry more
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closely with the State Governments to see
that the funds are proparly utilized.

SHRI SHRAVAN KUMAR PATEL: Sir,
may | know from the hon. Minister what
criteria and parameters are fixed so far as
the question of providing bypasses on these
national Highways are concemed, where
such National Highways pass thorough popu-
lous cities and where such Highways present
grave threat to the lives of the cit:zens? |
would also like to know the number of pro-
posals which are pending with the Central
Governemnt so far as the question of the
State of tadhya Pradesh is
concerned.(Interruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: This is niot arising out
of this main question. This is about the
maintenance of National Highways, not by-
passes. That is a very big issue. You will
have to restrict yourself to the main ques-
tion, otherwise vou do not get a reply.

SHRISHRAVANKUMARPATEL : There
are two very important bypasses, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER: It you have any by-

passes in your mind, please write to the
Minister and the Minister will reply.

SHRISHRAVANKUMARPATEL:O.K.,
Sir, then | wiil ask a direct question. May |
know whether the Government porous to
involve private sectorfor the maintenance of

the National Highways and, # so, to what .

aextent, and what is the Plan that Govern-
ment has got?

SHRIJAGDISHTYTLER: Sir, very soon
| am coming with an amendment to the
National Highways Act where participation
tothe National Highways as well as exprges-
ways will be atlowed to the private Sector,
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[ Translation)

SHRI RAJVEER SINGH: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, 1"am thankful to you. Through you, |

would like to ask the hon. Minister the
number of new National Highways from

U.P., which have been included in the Na-

tional Highway Projects formulated by the
Govemnment...(Interruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: Look, this matter is
related 10 the entire country.

SHRI RAJVEER SINGH: Mr. Speaker,

‘Sir, Uttar Pradesh is also included in the

country.

MR. SPEAKER: Yes, but he does not
possess the information in that regard. (/n-

terrugions).

~ SHRIRAJVEER SINGH: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, | am referring merely to National
Highways.(Interruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: He has 1o get the
information in regard to the National High-
ways of Uttar Pradesh fron thie ofiice.

SHRIRAJVEER SINGH: I would like to
know as 10 how many proposals for the
conversion of State Highways into National
Highways have been received from the
State Governments? My other supplemen-
1ary is that about eight years ago the Gov-
emment had made an announcement 1o
censtruct by-pass roads on National High-
ways....

[English)

MR. SPEAKER. | am Cisallowing it on
several grounds.

[Transiation)

SHRIRAJVEER SINGH: Mr. Speaker.
Sir, prices are rising, land has not been
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acquired so far and that has been causing
'great difficulty.

MR. SPEAKER: No, don't ask such
questions. Go through the original question
; and then put you supplementary.

[English)

Mr. Minister, if you have information
please give it to the hon. Member.

SHRIJAGDISH TYTLER: Sir, this con-

stitutes a different question. | request the
hon. Member to give some time.

MR. SPEAKER: You can send it in
writing.

SHRI SRIKANTA JENA: Sir, the hon.
Minister says that the resources are not
available May [ know from the hon. Minister

» whether the World Bank or the Asian Devel-
opment bank have agreed to any proposal

pof the Ministry of Surface Transport for the
National Highway projects and if so how
many such projects have been cleared by
the World Bank and for which Government
of India’s approval is still pending.

SHRIJAGDISH TYTLER: Sir, | cannot
give the details at present. Some projects
Wre funded by the Worid Bank. The Worid
Bank money goes direct tothe kitty. We get
the allocation from the Central Budget.

*  MR. SPEAKER: Next question.

SHRIG.DEVARAYANAIK: Sir, thereis
a very imporntant question, You are not
giving me an opportunity.

« MR. SPEKAER: It may be important.
But you should not raise it like this. | take
objectionto it. There are 542 Members. You
should understand.
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SHRIG.DEVARAYANAIK: | have tried
many times. :

MR. SPEAKER: Not like this. Please
take your seat now.

- Loans Advanced to SC/STs and
farmers by Nationalised Banks

“151 SHRI KRISHNAN DUTT
SULTANPURI: Willthe Ministerof FINANCE
be pleased to state:

(a) the total amount of loans advanced
by the nationlised banks to Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes and marginalfarm-
ers during the last six months; and

(b) the percentage of the above amount
recoverad so far.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI! DALBIR
SINGH): (a) and (b). A Statement is 1did on
the Table of the House.

STATEMENT

(a)and (b). Thetotal outstanding amount
oflpans advanced by Public Sector Banks to
Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes as at
the end of March 1990, Mrach 1991 and
Seplember 1991 (latest available) was as
under;

As at the end of Amount (Rs.
Crores)
March 1990 3115
March 1991 3288
September 1991 3381

The total outstanding.amount of loans
advanced by Public Sector.Banks to mar-
ginal farmers as at the end of June 1988,
June 1989 and June 1990 (latest avalilable)
was as under:





