41 Written Answers
available in the country got damaged due to
non-availability of adequate eye bank facili-
ties; and

(d) if so, the action proposed to be
taken by the Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY  WELFARE (SHRI  B.
SHANKARANAND): (a) and (b). The esti-
mated number of eyes collected annually in
the country is around 14,000.

There are presently about 1.91 lakh
persons suffering from corneal blindness in
both eyes and about 5.9 lakh persons in one
eye who require corneal transplan-
tation.

(c) and (d). A number of corneas avail-
able get damaged duu to late reporting,
diseased eyes, inadequate trasnport facili-
ties and limitatn of currently available media
for preservation. Under the National
Programme for Control of Blindness, assis-
tance is available for strengthening eye
banks in the country.

[English]

Family Welfare Programme

*68. SHRI S.B. SIDNAL : Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WEL-

FARE be pleased to state:

(a) the amount spent on the implemen-
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tation of the Family Welfare Programme
during each of the last three years, State/
Union-Tarritory-wise;

(b) whather the targets fixed for the
said period have been achieved;

(c) if so, the details thereof, State/
Union Territory-wise;

(d) if not, the reasons therefor; and

(e) the steaps being taken by the Gov-
ernment to achieve satisfactory results in
this regard?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY  WELFARE (SHRI B.
SHANKARANAND) (a) Statement-l show-
ing the expenditure on the Family Welfare
Programme State-wise is enclosed;

(b) to (d).By and large the targets have
been achived to a considerable extent bar-
ring a few State of account of various rea-
sons including lack of awarness,
infrastructural deficiencies, and difficulties
in implementation. Detailed statement-I! in
this regard is enclosed.

(e) An Action Plan in this regard is
under implementation. It includes a differ-
ential approach to poor performing areas by
way of special projects for strengthening
infrastructure, greater IEC efforts, greater
involvement of NGOs, active community
participation etc.
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