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taken by the embassy 10 provide them relief;

(d) whether the Govermnment have taken
up this matier with the Government of Ku-
walt; and

(o) ¥ 80, the rescuse therelo?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRI DINESH SING): (a) to (e).
There are estimated o be 20, 000 ihdian
women working as house-maids in Kuwait at
resent.

Complaints received from the Indian
women working as maids relate to non-
payment or delayed payment of wages: long
hours of work; poor living condilions; denial
of leave and permission 1o retum to india as
well as maitreatment and physical assault.
in at such cases the Embassy intervenss
with the Government of Kuwalt as well as
with the employst/sponsor fo reciilfy the
problem. if it is 2ound that these efforts are
being unsuccessful the Embessy takes steps
to assist in the repatriation of the house
maids back to india. For this purpose the
Embassy as hired trausit accommodation
where such housemaids gan stay before
they retum to india. The Govemment of
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india, through its Embassy in Kuwalt has
taken up the matter with the Govemment of
Kuwalt. Kuwait authoritiss am selzed of the
problem and have indicated that they intend
toinitiute measures to ensure that the condi-
tions of the expatriate workers in Kuwait
which would inciude indja house-maids, are
improvéd.

Ongoing irrigation Projects
*450. SHRI SARAT CHANDRA PATI
NAYAK: Will the Minister of WATER RE-
SOURCES be pleased to state:

(=) whether a number of irrigation proj-
ects are behind achedule;

(b) if s0, the details thereof, State-wise;

(c) the total cost escaiation of the proj-
ects due 1o delays; and

(d) the steps taken to reduce the cost?

THE MINISTER OF WATER RE-
SOURCES AND MIiNISTER OF PARLIMEN-
TARY AFFIARS (SRl VIDYACHARAN
SHUKLA): (a) to (d). A Statement is at-
tached.
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