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ting the exports. There is not any statu-
tory thing as such. 

SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH: What 
does this export quota mean? It 
means that more people are keen to 
export than the importing countries want 
to import. If quotas are given, more is 
not exported and it is limited. When you 
are aware that more can be exported, you 
fix quotas. After that your exports go 
down. What does this indicate? Does it 
not indicate that something is wrong in 
it ? 

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: Quota is 
not for hringing down the exports. With 
this Deposit scheme we gave other faci-
lities for the exporters so that thoy are 
ahle to overcome this difficulty of 
50% deposit imposed and it is to regu-
late this and not to bring down the ex-
port quotas. 

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: We 
were very much agitated in pre-Indepen-
dance days that foreign cloth worth Rs. 52 
crores was imported. Now we are impor-
ting cotton worth Rs. 95.8 crores. I would 
like to know whether the Government is 
considering to divert this huge amount to 
give incentives and encouragement to the 
cotton growers hy giving them more 
support prices so that they grow more 
and this import is stopped. 

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: I accept 
that this is the weakest element in our 
scheme that we have not been able to 
increase the quantum as well as the quality 
of the long staple cotton and much more 
needs to be done both by way of research 
or investments or inputs or encouragement 

to the farmers. 
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THE MINISTFR OF FOREIGN 
TRADE AND SUPPLY (SHRI B. R. 
BHAGAT) : (a) No, Sir. 

(h) ~  not arise. 

(c) As soon as the reports submitted 
hy the Working Groups of India and 
Ceylon have been considered by their 
respective Governments. 
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Whether the Joint meeting 
of the Working Groups of both tbe 
Countries regarding the agreement 
reached between India and Ceylon on 
tea has heen held. 
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SHRI HEM BARUA: Since both 
the countries, Ceylon and India are 
interested in selling their tea in the world 
market in· the most favourable terms and 
since the competition to Indian tea is less 
from Ceylon and more from the East 
African countries, may I know what 
steps the Government have taken to coord-
inate the efforts of the two countries 
Ceylon and India to counteract that com-
petition coming from East African coun-
tries? 

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: The precise 
reason is, the two countries are getting 
together and standing committees of the 
two countries have been set up to go 
into all these questions and certain 
aSp'cts of the problem have been 
gone into and working papers have 
been produced and it is at the stage of 
consideration and final agreement between 
. the two countries. 

SHRI HEM BARUA : Standing 
agreement between the two coun tries is 
intended only for reducing competition 
between the two countries. My question 
was specific. There is competition coming 
from East African countries. What steps 
the Government have taken to see that 
that competition coming from East 
African countries to India are eliminated, 
that is what I wanted to know. 
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SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: Standing 
Committee is not to reduce competition 
between the two countries. They are two 
main sellers of tea. They are interested in 
all aspects of exports. 
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SHRI D. N. PATODIA: The id.:a 
of some joint effort for the purpose 
of promotion of export of tea. 
between India and Ceylon was for the 
first time mooted when the Indian Prime 
Minister visited Ceylon in September, 
1967. Thereafter when the Commerce Mi-
nister visited in June, 1968, the Committee 
was formed. That Committee· was 
subsequently subdivided into small study 
groups and they had been meeting from 
time to time. But inspite of all these 
efforts, in spite of It years having passed 
away no concrete results have come out 
with regard to any joint effort for the 
purpose of promoting tea exports. There 
is evidence and clear indication that the 
Ceylonese Government are not at all 
serious about it. After the recent Kampala 
conference which tbe Commerce Mini-
ster of Ceylon attended, the Ceylonese 
Government has given clear indication 
that tbe formation of the Joint consortium 
is not likely to materialise in the matter 
of India-Ceylon agreement. My question 
is whether it is true that the Ceylonese 
Government does not attach that much 
seriousness to the problem as India wants 
them to, and wbether it is true that tbe 
idea of formation of consortium is gradu-
ally dying its natural death? 

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: In a matter 
wbere two sovereign Governments are 
concerned, we cannot set the pace. I can 
only assure the House that so far as this 
country is concerned, we are quite serious 
about it. Altbough reference was made to 
the statement of the Commerce Minister 
of Ceylon, I can only say that whether 
tbe consortium comes or not, we are going 
. abead. If it comes we will cooperate with 
Ceylon ; if it does not, we will take certain 
steps so that the interests of our exports 
are safeguarded. 

SHRI D. N. PATODIA My question 
was verv clear as 10 whether tbe Govern-
ment of Indian is aware of tbe fact that 
Ceylonese Goverment is not serious 
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about it and whether it is true the state-
ment given by the Commerce Minister 
indicates that the possibility of forming a 
consortium is remote? 

SURI B. R. BUAGAT : I am saying 
that the working paper is there and unless 
they back out, things will move on ... (lnter-
luplions). 

MR SPEAKER : I am calling Shri 
Suraj Bhan. 
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SURI SWELL; There are rumours 
that the Russians have put the prices of 
these wagons v<ry low so that for all pra-
ctical purposes the wagon deal with the 
Russians has fallen through, I would like 
to know from the Minister what is the 
current negotiating price of these wagons 
and whether Government consider these 
prices to be economical? 

SURI B. R. BHAGAT: The nego-
tiation is at a very delicate stage and it 




