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MR. SPEAKER: You are making 
a speech: not putting a question. 

SHRI BIBHUTI MISHRA: Be
cause the Minister has denied it. 

·MR. SPEAKER: May be so. but 
this is Question Hour. 
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SHRI J. B. KRIPALANI: We have 
been feeling that several Members of 
the Treasury Benches have not yet 
acquired their maturity. Will they be 
deprived of their franchise? 

SHRI R. K. AMIN : Persons in the 
age-group of 18 to 2 I on an average 
are more literate than the rest of the 
population. If you include them in 
the electorate. the total percentage of 
literacy will increase. In order to 
increase the total percentage of literacy 
for the electroate. will you include 
persons of the age-group of 18 to 21 
in the electoral roll ? 

SHRI M. YUNUS SALEEM: 
Literacy is not the only criterion for 
entitlement of a vote in this matter. 
The majority of the voters are illite
rate and therefore this question does 
not arise. 

SHRI P. VENKA T ASUBBAIAH : 
May I know whether the Government 
is also seriously thinking about the 
question whether any upper age limit 
should be fixed so as to keep away 
some of our old people from partici
pating in elections? 

MR. SPEAKER: Very well said. 
That will be considered. -

SHORT NOTICE QUESTION 

INDIA AS WORLD WEATHER WATCH 
CENTRE 

SNQ. 9. SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: 
Will the Minister of TOURISM AND 
CIVIL A VIA TION be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that India 
has been selected as the Centre of 
World Weather Watch; and 

(b) if so. the details thereof? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION (SHRIMATI 
JAHANARA JAIPAL SINGH): 
(a) and (b). India has agreed to 
participate in the World Weather 
Watch plan drawn up by the World 
Meteorological Organisation. The plan 
envisages the establishment of 3 
World Meteorological Centres at 
Washin!1ton. Moscow and Melbourne. 
with Regional Telecommunication 
Hubs and Regional Meteorological 
Centres located at important places on 
the Main Trunk Circuit between 
Washington and Moscow. and 
Moscow and Melbourne. India has 
agreed to the location and manning of 
a Re~ional Telecommunication Hub 
and Regional Meteorological Centre 
at New Delhi on the Main Trunk 
Circuit between Moscow and Mel
bourne. The main objective of the 
rlan is to speed up transmission of 
meteorological data and to enable 
participating countries to receive 
world analysed data. charts etc .. which 
would go a long way to improve the 
weather forecasting sen·ice. 

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: Sir, 
this is a new type of centre in India. 
May I know what is the total expen
diture to he incurred on that and whe
ther the Government of India will be 
3 ided by some other agency or some 
other tied rrogrammes are connect
ed with it') May I also know whe
ther some foreigners are also work
ing in this centre" 
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THE MINISTER OF TOURISM 
AND CIVIL A VIA TlON (DR. KA
RAN SINGH): This particular plan 
may be new but I think this Hon. 
House knows that the Meteorological 
Department here is in fact one of the 
oldest and best established depart
ments in this country. In fact, we 
are going to celebrate its centenary in 
four or fivc years. I t is new and in 
"iew of the technological develop-
ments--- rockets. satellites. high 
;p;:cd computers and so on--the 
whole forecasting and study of the 
weather or the world has becomc vcry 
much more important. The V.N. 
Resolution has stressed this. In this 
particular s,'heme we are going to 
spend Rs. 4.29 crorcs up to 1970-71 
and we are going to receive from 
the World Meteorological Organisa
tion a sum of Rs. 1.63 crores in equip
ment and spares-very valuable equip
ment which normally we would not 
have got. As far as foreigners are 
concerned. you will be happy to know 
not only is there not a single foreig
ner working in our Meteorological 
Department but II of our officers 
are working throughout the world in 
Sudan, Nigeria. Saudi Arabia. Brazil 
and in the World Meteorological Office 
giving our te<.:hnical experience. 

SHRI MAl\UBHAI PATEL: Is 
it obligatory on the part of India 
that all the information must be sup
plied to other countries? 

DR. KARAN SINGH: Yes, Sir. 
By becoming a Regional Hub there 
will be very sophisticated weather 
study equipments here in Delhi and 
it will become an Asian Centre for 
the collection of material and for the 
dissemination of material to countnes 
in this region. 

SHRI LOBO PRABHU: While 
the organisation of the World Wea
ther Watch is to be welcomed. I 
would like to know from the Minis
ter what is being done at present 
about such a simple thing as artificial 
rain making? I understand a scheme 
for about Rs. 50 lakhs was put to 
the Finance Ministry for providing 
four aircraft. .......... . 

MR. SPEAKER: This is about 
weather study. I am not allowing 
that. 

SHRI LOBO PRABHU: I want 
to know whether the Minister can re
present to the Finance Ministry that 
it is most important that this rain
making scheme receives the four 
aircraft" 
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When I am right no one remem
bers; 

when I am wrong no one forgets." 
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SHRI NARENDRA SINGH MA
HIDA: May I know how much ex
penditure is involved iu this scheme 
and whether any grant will be receiv
ed from other countries? 

DR. KARAN SINGH: As I said, 
the expenditure up to 1970-71 is Rs. 
4.29 crores and will get Rs. 1.63 
crores in terms of very sophisticated 
and advanced equipment from the 
World Meteorological Organisation. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: Sir, we 
have a Meteorological Department 
which gives weather forecasts-Qf 
course the forecasts very often go 
wrong. When that is there and when 
we are going to have a World Wea
ther Watch in this country, will the 
Minister tell us that this does not 
mean duplication of work? 

DR. KARAN SINGH: On the 
contrary, the World Weather Watch 
can only be developed upon the basis 
of our organisation. I feel proud to 
say that we are perhaps the only 
country or one of the two countries 
in Asia alone with Japan which has 
got such a well established infra struc
ture of Meteorological Organisation. 
It is only on that that this will be 
built. So there is no question of 
duplication and it will be of great 
advantage to us. 

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS 

SHALLOW TUBEWELL SYSTEM OF 
IRRIGATION 

·601. SHRI SAMAR GUHA: Will 
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI
CULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government sought 
the opinion of the Geological De
partment about the effect of shallow 
tubewell system of irrigation on 
general humidity of soil: 

(b) whether it is a fact that shal
low tubewell system of irrigation is 
likely to dry up soil which in turn 
may defeat the very purpose of irri
gation; and 

(e) whether Government propose 
\0 convene a meeting between the ex
perts of the soil science and Agricul
tural and Geological Department to 
ascertain various effects of shallow 
tubewell system of irrigation? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AG
RICUL TURE, COMMUNITY DE
VELOPMENT & COOPERATION 
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE): 
(a) No, Sir. The Geological Sur
vey of India are not concerned with 
this subject at all. 

(b) No, Sir. On the other hand. 
shallow tubewells schemes are helpful 
in draining the root-zone soils of ex
cess water. 

(c) The position being as above, no 
further examination of the effects of 
shallow tubewells is considered neces
sary at present. 

STRIKE BY CEMENT WORKERS 

*606. SHRI HIMATSINGKA 
Will the Minister of LABOUR AND 
REHABILlT A TION be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that despite 
the offer by the Cement industry to 
implement the Central Cement Wage 
Board's recommendations with re
gard to increase of wages, the cement 
workers gave notice for one-day token 
strike on the 28th June, 1968; 

(b) if so. what were the main 
grounds for their strike; and 

(c) what steps were taken to avert 
the strike? 

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR 
AND REHABILITATION (SHRI 
HATHI): (a) and (b). A letter was 
received from the Indian National 
Cement Workers' Federation in May, 
1968. expressing dissatisfaction with 
the recommendations of the 2nd Ce-




