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Children’'s Museums

596. Shri D. C. Sharma: Will the
Minister of Education be pleased to
state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
to set up Chaildren's Museum to deve-
lop creative talent in the children;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) if not, the steps proposed to be
taken in this direction?

The Minister of Educatiou (Dr. K. L.
Shrimali): (a) The Government is
setting up a Children’s Museum at
Delhi.

(b) A statement is laid on the Table
of the House.

STATEMENT

The Children’s Museum in Dellii
is being set up as a supplemen-
tary institution to the Bal Bhavan in
the 10.8 acre plot at Kotla Road, New
Delhi. It will be an educational ser-
vice and will provide children with
opportunities fore organised art acti-
vities. It will arrange exhibitions for
children, on children and of children’s
wcrk. It will serve as a resource cen-
tre for teachers for information’, ma-
terials and supplies. It will also
undertake training of Museum person-
nel.

Work on the construction of the
Museum building has not yet started,
and the office of the Museum is for
the time being housed in the Bal
Bhavan building. When completed,
the Museum building will comprise an
Administrative Block, a Special Ex-
hibition Gallery and a Multipurpose
Hall. The cost on construction is ex-
pected to be within Rs. 10 lakhs. The
Museum is expected to start its regu-
‘lar service from 1st October, 1962.

The Museum is administered by an
autonomous Board which also jointly
administers the Bal Bhavan. The
Government of India meets the ex-
penditure on a cent per cent basis.

(c) Does not arise.
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Means Test

*597. Shri Siddiah: Wil] the Min-
ister of Home Affairs be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Study Group appointed to investigate
into the conditions of the weaker sec-
tions in the village community has
recommended that in the case of Sche-
duled Castes and Tribes the Means
test should be abolished for the pur-
pose of giving educational facilities;
and

(b) whether Government accept
that recommendations and will abolish
the Mecans test for the purpose of
awarding post-matric scholarship te
those castes and tribes for the year
1962-63 and subsequent years?

The Minister of State in thc Ministry
of Home Affairs (Shri Datar): (a)
Study Group have recommended that
in respect of all development schemes,
a means-test should be applied for
determining the weaker sections of
villuge community: they have how-
cver, expressed the view that, as
whole groups, Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes can be taken to be
part of the weaker sections, and
hence, no means-test is necessary in
their case.

(b) The recommendations are being
examined by Government and deci-
sions will be taken in due course.
There is no means-test for students
belonging to Scheduled Tribes even at
present, in the scheme of post-matric
scholarships.

‘Wear White at Night’ Campaign

*598. Shri Hem Barua: Will the
Minister of Home Affairs be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a “wear
white at night” campaign has been
started at Delhi; and

(b) if so, what are the specific pur-
Hoses of such a campaign, and whe-
ther this has been given sufficient
publicity?

The Minister of State in the Min-
istry of Home Affairs (Shri Datar):





