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Shrl P. R. Chakravertl: What are 
the conditions entered into with this 
British firm? 

Shri Iqbal Singh: We have asked 
them to make some experiments re-
garding these effluents and we have 
paid them about Rs. 15,000. 

Dr. L. M. Slnghvl: May I know 
whether any synthetic drug patents 
have been taken out by India in other 
countries and whether there is any 
proposal to exploit these patents 
abroad and in this country tor earn-
ing more foreign exchange tor this 
country? 

The Minister of Petroleum and 
Chemicals (Shrl Alagesan): We have 
not taken out any patents. It is the 
Russians Whll are as.isting 118 in this 
and we shall be making sulpha and 
other drugs. We have not taken out 
any patents, but the know-h?w we 
take trom the Russians and make the 
drugs. 
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Shrl C. Subramanlam: Yes, Sir; it 
has been passed on to the ambassa-
dors that the critical situation is not 
as it has been painted in some foreign 
press and that with all the assistance 
which we have already received and 
which we hope to receive, there is 
no question of any famine, starvation 
or starvation deaths. 
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Shrl C. Subramaniam: Generally 
the lean months are April, May, June, 
July and August. But even for those 
months, we have made sufllcient anti-
cipatory preparations to meet the 
situation. It is going to be a diftlcult 
period, being the lean period. That 
is what the PrIme MInister mention-
ed. Simply because it is going to be 
critical it does not mean we are not 
prepared to meet that. 
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Mr. Speaker: Yesterday also it was 
observed during the speech by the 
hon. Minister that May, June, July 
are the lean mO"llths. 
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Mr. Speaker: But so far as Northern 
India is concerned that is the time 
when there is a glut, when the crops 
come up, when the rabi crops are 
harvested and when everybody has 
got enough. 
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Shri C. Subramaniam: That is onl7 
with reference to wheat and, a8 hon. 
Members know, wheat forms a very 
sma I! portion of the total production. 
What is important is the rice produc-
tion, which is to the extent of 30 to 
35 million tons, a·nd other foodgrains 
are the major foodgrains which have 
to serve the entire country as a whole. 
Therefore, taking that into account, 
when the next major rice crop will 
only be in September-October when 
we will be getting the harvest, from 
that context, these are the lean 
months. 

Shri B. N. MukerJee: The Minis-
ter, of imports, told us a little earlier 
that the foreign press had exaggerat-
ed the conditions here. May I know, 
in view of what he says now, why is 
it that he had called a meeting of 
a very large number of foreign repre-
sentatives in this country where a 
very dismal report was given to them 
and there were reports that this meet_ 
ing had been called without the sanc-
tion Of the Cabinet because this 
meeting had produced a very bad 
impression in foreign minds and 
President Johnson told a conference 
in America that he was calling a 
world conference to assist India, and 
all that was a slap in the face of the 
Indian administration and the Indian 
people? Why did he do it? 

Shri C. SubramaDlam: I would like 
to tell the hon. Member that in that 
meeting-I have got the text of my 
speech there-I said that though the 
situation is aimcult in view of the 
anticipated actions we had taken the 
situation as U'nder control and we 
would be able to avoid starvation and 
distress. I have also mentioned the 
fact that in cenain sections of the 
foreign press there have been eXe 
aggerated publications with regard to 
the crisis here, and I made a request 
to the Ambassadors that they should 
bring to the notice of the respective 
governments that these exaggerated 
reports should not be taken into 
account in assessing the situation 
here. 
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Shri Hem Barua: Even after the 
Tashkent Declaration the U.S. autho-
rities have been insisting that there 
should be a sol ution of the Kashmir 
problem through mutual discussions 
between India, and Pakistan and it is 
on account of that that this has been 
made implicitly a condition for U.S. 
giving us food and, at the same time, 
President Johnson has summoned 
meeting of all those countries who 
are willing to help us in this cl1isis 
at Washington on 23rd March. In 
view of all these misunderstandings 
on the part of the •• foreign countries, 
may I know whether the han. Minis-
ter of Ftrod is going to advise the 
Prime Minister to clarify our position 
when she goes to USA very shortly? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: I am sure 
the Prime Minister is quite aware of 
the situation in the country and the 
various other things, and whatever is 
necessary she will take up and com-
municate to President Johnson. I do 
nat think she needs my brief for that 
purpose. What I would like to tell 
the hon. Member is, as far as the 
food deliveries are concerned roO con-
dition was attached with regard to 
that. 
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Shri C. SubramaDlam: This question 
realates to aid which we obtain from 
foreign countries. If the hor~ Mem-
ber wants to discuss the food aitua-
tion once again, proper steps might 
be taken for that purpose. 
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