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making hectic preparations along the
frontier, may I know whether the
Government proposes to take some
steps to impart some sense of
urgency in the matter?.... (Interrup-
tions.)

Mr. Speaker: It is a general ques-
tion,

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: It is based
on some presumption which the hon.
Member might thingk correct but
which requires verification.
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The Minister of Industry (Shri
Manubhal Shah): (a) This informa-
tion is available in the ‘“Monthly
Statistics of the Foreign Trade of
India” published by the Department
of Commercial Intelligence and Statis-
tics, Calcutta.

(b) 30,00 tons approximately.

(c) The demand is met by imports,
as there is no indigenous production
of Electrolytic Copper at present.
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Quotas of Newsprint Paper

*125. Bhri Daljit Singh: Will the
Minister of Commerce and Industry
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the newspapers are
allotted quotas of newsprint;

(b) whether they use the newsprint
allotted to them; and

(¢) if not, what steps Government
take or propose to take to check the
black marketing in newsprint paper?

The Minister of Industry (Shri
Manobhai Shah): (a) to (c). A
statement is laid on the Table of the
House.

STATEMENT
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c). Allocation of news-
print ig made strictly according to a
newspaper’s entitlement worked out
on the basis of its circulation, size and
number of pages. If the circulation
claimed is higher than 2000 copieg per
issue, the figures quoted by the pub-
lishers have to be countersigned by a
Chartered accountant or a qualified
auditor,

The quota of newsprint is expected
to be consumed in full by the sllottee
concerned. A gaving can be effected
only if the paper is not regularly
published or if the publisher has
given ap inflated circulation figure. A
watch is, however, kept and wherever
it ig found that a paper has not been
regularly published, its quota of
newsprint is curtailed.

Shri Daljit Singh: In the statement
it is stated that the allocation is made
according to the circulaion claimed by
the concerned person. May I know
how a regular watch is kept by the
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Government and from which source
the newsprint is coming into the
blackmarket?

*Shri Manubhai Shah: It is true that
there is acute scarcity of newsprint
and to some extent some anti-social
elementgs might be selling it at a
higher price in the market but the
distribution of newsprint is being done
in consultation with the newspaper
industry on the one hand, the small-
scale publisher on the other and the
Government departments publishing
on newsprint, on the third side and
we have found that this equitable
distribution is causing satisfaction.

Bhri Joachim Alva: Large quanti-
ties of newsprint are being imported
from the eastern countries. The State
Trading Corporation has something to
do with the imports. Why is the
impart of newsprint not channelled
through the STC but allowed to be
done by the firms noted for black-
marketeering?

Shri Manubhai Shah: The general
policy of import is that we have been
licensing the actual users. In this
case because there are so many news-
papers who are direct consumers and
who prefer their own qualitieg of
newsprint, we have nrt thought it fit
to canalise the ir~.rt through the
STC. However, for helping the
small-scale pr .ters and also for
relieving the shortage of newsprint
and paper in the country, currently
the STC is importing 25,000 tons of
such paper.
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Shri Manubhal S8hah: This is a very
vital question. We are already manu-
facturing quite a large quantity of
newsprint in NEPA, to the extent of
about 22,500 tons. We have recently
licensed two more plants, based on
imported pulp, of the capacity of
80,000 tons. Even with these three,
the requirements of the country are
expanding very fast and the current
assessment is 120,000 tons which

might go up to 200,000 tons by the
end of the Third Plan.

All efforts are being concentrated to
see whether we can increase the
manufacture of newsprint in the
country and if so to what extent.
The basic difficulty is the non-avail-
ability of pine, fir and spruce, that is,
the long siaple wood required for
this particular newsprint.
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Bhri Narasimhan: [s there any
machinery with the Government
whereby after having given the news-
print, they take care that it is spent
for the specified purpose or ls it a
case of taking the quota and doing
what they like?
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Shri Manubhai Shah: As the user
has to come back to the Government
every half year and as he has to get
it audited by the chartered accoun-
tant who has a code of conduct under
the Indian Chartered Accountants Act,
it is quite easily understandable and
it could be appreciated that any large-
scale misuse or even a very moderate
scale misuse could be ruled out. It
it true that certain quantities like
every other commodity which is
scarce, such as copper, etc, are a
little misused in a big country like
ours and we are trying to avoid them
and minimise them ag far as possi-
ble.

Shri Thanu Plllai: T want to know
the difference in price between the
newsprint and the waste paper im-
ported. Will the Government consider
importing some waste paper to avoid
printers printing paper for waste
paper purposes?

Shri Manubhai Shah: All I can say
ig that the suggestion will more com-
plicate the situation than remedy it.
What we import is the cheapest
possible paper which can go to help
the nationalised text-book industry
for the children of the primary schools
and the high schools,

Shrli Thanu Pillal: What is the
difference in price of newsprint and
the imported waste paper?

Shri Manubhai Shah: They are notl
related items at all. To import waste
paper at Government level, to sort it
out and distribute it will be a major
headache.

Price of Salt in Delhi

*728. Shri Harish Chandra Mathur:
Will the Minister of Commerce and
Industry be pleased to state:

(a) at what price is the crushed and
refined salt being sold in Delhi; and

(b) what is the source of this salt
and basis for the price at which it iz
sold?

The Minister of Indwetry (Bbrf
Manubhai Shah): (a) and (b.)' A





