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manufactures  binoculars of a high
order at Dehra Dun.

Shn Manubhai Shah: Therc are
different things manufactured at
different places. They do nou overlap
or conflict with euch other. The de-
mands of the country are great and
terrific. Therefore, the more we make
the better it is.

Shri liem Barua: May [ know at
what slage the progress in the matter
of formulation of the terms of col-
laboration lies at present?

Shri Manubhal Shah: As I have al-
ready indicated in the earlier answer
really the hitch was not so much
on the terms, because they were more
or less acceptable to us, but it was
on the quality of camera which, as I
mentioned earlier, should be of the
highest possible quality and stand-
ard. Thercfore, we have asked fo:
one more or two more specifications
to be received from them,
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reply given to Starred Question No.
234 on the 24th November, 1959 and
state:

(a) whether negotiations with seve-
ral prominent firms in the world for
setting up of projects for the manu-
facture of photographic and cinemato-
graphic films and X-ray films have
since been concluded; and

(b) if so, the result thereof?

The Minister of Inustry (Shri Manu-
bhai Shah): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) It has been decided to set up
a plant for the manufacture of raw
film for the cinema industry as well
as photographic paper, films and X-
ray films, in collaboration with M;s.
Bauchet of France. The agreement in
this connection has been finalised and
will be signed in the next few days.

Shri D, C. Sharma: May I know
what will be the optimum capacity
of production of this factory so far
as different items are voncerned?

Shri Manubhal Shah: For the pre-
sent we have contracted for a .apa-
city of 3.5 million square metres of
cinema fllms, 05 million square
metres of photographic films and 0.5
million square metres of X-ray films.

Shri D, C, Sharma: May I know
how far this capacity satisfies the
needs of our country—what percent-
age?

Shri Manubhai Shah: We eslmate
that about 60 per cent of the require-
ments would be met by this and
another 40 per cent may have io be
imported. But we are trying to cover
up both in the private sector and the
public sector more cinema and various
other films.

Shrl Palaniyandy: Now that the
cinema is shifting from black snd
white to technicolours, may I know
whether the Government will con-
template to have technicolour films
here?

Shri Manubhai Shah: We are mak-
ing a beginning in one of the most
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difficult lines where few under-deve-
loped countries in the matter of tech-
‘nological availability like India are
contemplating this. Once we make a
good headway we are quite sure and
fully confident that we will be able
to make all other things, All those
things will follow,

Shri C. R. Pattabhi Raman: Has the
located site been changed from Nil-
giris?

Shri Manubhai Shah: No, Sir, it will
be at Ootacamund.

Shri Ramanathan Chettiar: May I
know whether the agreement with
the French manufacturers has been
signed; if so, when the factory is
likely to start?

Shri Manubhai Shah: Well, Sir, the
factory is likely to start produc-
tion somewhere in 1962, and work is
going on at top speed. The agree-
ment has been approved. The sign-
ing ceremony is to take place in Paris
in the next week,

Shri Dinesh Singh: Has photogra-
phic films manufactured by this firm
been in the Indian market; if so, may
1 know how well they have been re-
ceived?

Shri Manubhai Shah: As far as
Indian market was concerned, not
much film produced by this part‘cular
firm was coming in, but it is one of
the very reputed firms and practically
the whole French film industry is re-
lying on them. We are also testing
the films under practical tropical con-
ditions in India and all those reels
are coming here,

Shri Tangamani: Is it a fact that
some of the film producers represented
to the Government that these French
manufacturers are not experts in the
field; if so, mav I know whether this
matter was considered before this
agreement was entered into?

Shri Manunbhal Shah: Al; facts were
taken into consideration and every
type of requirements and quality
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have been properly specified, and
guarantees of performance etc. sti-
pulated in the agreement.

shri‘ N. R. Muniswamy: May 1 know
what is the total outlay for this pro-
Ject?

Shri Manubbai Shah: For the pre-
sent the estimate is round about
Rs 4} crores, but it may go up to
Rs. 7 crores in due course. It is also
our intention to cover all the ancil-
laries like tricellulose acetate, my-
thelene dichloride and various other
chemicals and ancillaries required for
this industry.

Shri Kasliwal: May I know why
this particular French firm has been
selecled in preference to the German,
American and English firms?

Shri Manubhal Shah: No American
or British firm really made us any
offer in the public sector. A German
firm did make an offer, but their cost
of technical know-how, plant and
machinery needed for this was far
too high almost 50 per cent to 100
per cent higher than the present col-
laboration and was a long period of
delivery of plant and equipment,

Shri Joachim Alva: We have been
badly let down by the French in one
or two projects,

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order.
He should put the question.

8hri Joachim Alva: No, no; it is
well known. It has come in the re-
ports of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee and Estimates Committee,

Mr, Deputy-Speaker: No inference,
no insinuations and other things in
the Question Hour. The question
ought to be put straight, as to what
information is required.

Shri Joachim Alva: 1 want to know
why you preferred this French firm
whose films have never been patro-
nised or used in India, and why you
did not go to Germany when offers
were made to you.
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Shri Manubhal Shah: 1 have ex-
plained that point in a very elaborate
manner.

Shri D, C, Sharma: May I know
how much of foreign exchange will
be saved when this factory is giving
us optimum production?

Shri Manubhai Shah: When the
optimum production comes up it will
be about Rs. 5 crores a year, but in
the beginning it will be about Rs. 34
crores per year.
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