
OTal A7I81Ders PHALGUNA 14, 1881. (SAKA) OTal AftltDlIrI 

Manufacture of Fountain Pens 

·622. Shrl Pangarkar: Will the 
.Minister of Commerce and lDdastl"J 
be pleased to slate: 

(a) the number of fountain pen. 
manufactured in India during 1959; 

(b) whether 
were exported 
period; and 

any fountain pens 
during the above 

(c) if so, the value thereof? 

The Minister of Industry (Shrl 
Manubbal Shah): (a) Approximately 
11 to 12 million pieces in the large 
scale sector. Precise information 
from units in the small scale sector 
i. not available, though it is estimat-
ed to be over 10 million pieces of 
fountain pens. 

(b) Yes, Sir. 

(c) Rs. 1,57,OOO-export of fountain 
pens during the period January-
November, 1959. 

Shri PaDrar""': May I know ~ e
ther any financial assistance has been 
given to the pen manufacturing units 
in India during the year 1859? 

Sh,i Manubbal Shah: No financial 
assi<tance is generally needed. It 
ncods teuhnical assistance, facilities 
for raw material and import licences. 

Shrl PaDgarkar: May I know whe-
ther it is a fact that a large number 
of pens are smuggled In India from 
Japan and West Germany? If so, 
what steps have been taken by the 
Government to check that? 

Shri Manuhha.i Shah: There h"" 
been a total ban for the last two 
Yf'ars on their import because we are 
more than .elf-sufficient. As the 
hon. Member must have noticed from 
the answer, we are actually export-
ing and at·e irying to have more 
exports. It is still possible that some 
small quantities are being smuggled 
like any other commodity. 

Shrl Badha Raman: May I know 
whether the quality of fountain pens 
that are manufactured in India com-
!!,ares favourably with the quality of 

fountain 
belon'? 
pue? 

pens that "'l're unported 
How do their prices com-

SIIrI Manubhai Shah: As far as the 
prices arc concerned, tiwy are much 
cheaper on an ':lVCf""ge from quality 
to quality. Regarding quality. several 
of the make; a:'e of first-class stand-
ards. We hnve recently tried to 
group them into A, Band C cate-
gories according to price and are con-
sidering to pro\'idc t ~ a  (-.;:pcrts 
to enforce standards of qualities so 
that they become better than what 
they are now. On the whole, the 
quality is very satisfactory. 

Shrl Radha Raman: May I know 
whether the fountain pens that are 
manufactured here employ totally 
indigenous material or there B're cer-
tain parts which are still being 
imported in order to manufacture 
them? 

Shri Manubhal Shah: I am glad 
that the hon. Member has raised thia 
question. As against the Import of 
total parts and components of more 
than Rs. 6 crores two years ago, the 
present imports of all kinds of com-
ponents amount to about Rs. 20 lakhs 
only. That shows ·that mosUy 
fountain pens are indigenous. We 
mean to see that during the current 
year these imports are also reduced 
to practically nil. 

L. Floods In CbBka Lake Area 

·623. Shri CJaiDtamODi PaaI&TabI: 
Will the Minister of BeballllitatiOD 
and Minority Ailaira be pleased to 
refer to the reply &iven to Unatarred 
Quesiion No_ 1677 On the 18th Decem-
ber, 1959 and state: 

(a) what ~  have been taken 80 
far in repairing the embankment and 
draining out the flood water from the 
lands near Chilka Lake which had 
affected the land allotted to reru,e.; 
and 



Or", AnrweTB MAIWH 4, 1960 Orll' Answer. 

(b) whether the work has been 
completed by now? 

The Deputy MlDIster of Bebabruta-
tion (Shrl P. S. Naskar): (a) and.(b). 
The lIood water has since receded 
from the lands. The work of repair. 
ing the embankment has been en-
trusted to the State Public Works 
Department"and is in progress. 

Sbrl Chlntamonl PanlP"ahl: May 
know, whether the Government is 
aware that although the flood water 
has receded in submerged lands, flood 
water is still there and the land has 
remained uncultivated because water 
has not been drained out? 

Sbrl P. S. Naskar: We have been 
informed by the State Government 
that the water has receded and that 
due repairs to the embankments are 
in the process of completion. 

Shrl Chlntamonl Panlgrabl: May 
know the acreage of land which was 
submerged and affected by these flood 
waters and the compensation or help 
that was rendered to these refugees 
who suffered? 

Shrl P, S. Naskar: The total 
acreage that was submerged is about 
1,100 acres, out of which only 700 
acres were in the possession ot D.Ps. 
on whiCh the crops were there. We 
have asked the State Governments to 
take necessary precautions for the 
future so that there is no more 
breach in the embankment. 

Shri Chlntamonl PaniP"8bl: May J 
know whether the State Government 
has asked for any financial aid for 
repairing this embankment and, if so, 
whether any assistance has been 
extended to the State Government? 

Shrl p. S. Naskar: So far no finan-
cial help has been asked for by the 
State Government, As and when a 
request is received from the Stale 
Government, it will be considered. 

Labonr Bank 
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L Shri KhDShwaqt Ral: 

Will the Minister of PllUlDlng be' 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that a pro-
posal to open a 'labou'r bank' where' 
people could donate working hours is 
under the consideration of Govern-
ment; 

(b) if so, the details of the pro-
posal; and 

(c) when a final decision is likely 
to be taken? 

The Parliamentary Seeretary to the 
Minister of Labonr aDd Employment 
and Planning (Sbrl L. N. Mlsbra): 
(a) No, Sir, 

(b) and (c), Reoently the Planning 
Commission sent to the State Gov-
ernments its tentative suggestions 
for the fuller utilisation of man-power 
resources in the rural areas. A copy 
of the Commission's paper on the 
subject is laid on the Table of the 
House. [Placed in LibTII",. See No. 
LT-19651601. The proposals are being 
considered by the State Governments. 

Shrl P. G. Deb: May I know if the 
Government have considered the ab-
sorption of retired aa:ricultural oft!-
cers in order to incrp.8se agricultural 
production and create community 
assets? 

Shrl L, N. MIshra: It is a matter of 
detail. We have not yet examined 
this aspect of it. 

Shrl 8. M. Banerjee: I want to know 
whether it i. the same scheme as 
donating Rs, 100 worth of extra work 
which was decided upon by the Plan-
ning Commission, If so, Is it a fact 




