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«|— ii Blast Furnacea
+

Shri S. C. Samante:
Star! Sabodh Hansda:
Shri Panigrahi:
Shri N. S. Munlswamy:

*84. Shri Tangamani:
Shri K S. Ramaswamy:
Shri Naraslmhan:
Shri Anroblndo Ghosal:
Shri Rameshwar Tantia:

Will the Minister of Steel, Mines 
and Fuel be pleased to refer to the 
reply given to Starred Question 
No 847 on the 27th August, 1959 and 
state*

(a) whether small blast furnaces 
and converters have been established 
on an experimental measure,

(b) if so, where, and
(c) if not, what progress has been 

made in the matter7

The Minister of Steel, Mines and 
Fuel (Sardar Swaran Singh): (a)
Two furnaces for making iron and one 
converter for making steel have been 
permitted to be put up Proposals for 
two other furnaccs and 3 other con
verters aie under consideration It is 
the intention to peimit some more 
furnaces and converters Towards 
this end, out of the target for steel 
m the Third Plan, it is proposed to 
set apart about 250,000 tons for manu
facture in small units

(b) and (c) The two furnaces for 
manufacture of iron which have been 
licensed and are already m operation 
are m the States of Orissa and 
Madras The converter—a hot-blast 
cupola—is being put up m Bombay 
Besides these, the National Metallur
gical Laboratory has already put up 
a low-shaft furnace where experi
ments are being carried out and a 
small converter for making steel is 
under construction

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know 
whether any attempt will be made to 
construct such blast furnaces by the 

»side of the big blast furnaces, that is, 
in places nearabout the big blast 
furnaces?

Sardar Swaran Singh: I do not
think that that would be really econo
mic, because so far as the economics 
of an integrated steel plant is con
cerned, the furnaces have to be of a 
fairly large size The intention is that 
these might be at places other than 
those where the integrated steel plants 
are located

Shri Naraslmhan: Has the Madras 
Government or any private party
from Madras offered to start furnaces 
of this type in Salem, and if so, what 
consideration are Government giving 
to the same7

Sardar Swaran Singh: I have
already said that one such furnace is 
already working m the State of 
Madras

Shri Naraslmhan. I am referring to 
Salem

Sardar Swaran Singh. I would
requirt separate notice, to check that 
up

Shri Naraslmhan May I know
whether the machinery for these types 
of furnaces is going to be manufac
tured in India, and if so, what 
arrangements have been made for the 
same7

Sardar Swaran Singh: Let us hope 
so It is one of our objectives to be 
able to manufacture our machinery 
requirements in the country The 
hon Member is aware that a heavy 
machine-making plant and a forge and 
a foundry are going to be installed 
at Ranchi

Shri Tangamani: May I know the 
present installed capacity of the blast 
furnace which has been set up in 
Madras, and the maximum capacity 
of these blast furnaces according to 
this plan?

Sardar Swaran Singh: I am speak
ing from memory, when I say that it 
is about 15,000 tons a year And the 
intention is not to encourage large 
ones, because the development of iron 
and steel is essentially in the public 
sector As for these small ones, they 
are intended particularly to meet the
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Ibcal requirements and to utilise ares 
which are away from the mam coal- 
iron-ore belt, it is there that these 
smaller furnaces are encouraged

Shri Sorandraaath Dwivedy: May
I know whether Government consider 
it ptoper to leave all the small fur
naces to the private sector or whether 
there is any proposal to start any of 
these small furnaces in the public 
sector’

Sardar Swaran Singh: At the
moment, if the expansion in the public 
sector is visualised, it should be really 
m the sphere of larger furnaces 
rather than small ones, because the 
economics of those is better

Shri N R. Muniswamy May I know 
the total estimated cost of the fur 
naces and converters that have been 
established up till now, and of the 
converters to be established here
after’

Sardar Swaran Singh. I am afraid 
that would mean going into the 
realms of the future which is not 
quite cleai to me The number that 
is going to be installed h< reafter will 
depend upon the decision that is 
taken, that is whether to start one, 
two, thret or four

So fai as the cost or the expendi
ture that has bten incurred on the 
two furnaces, one in Madras and the 
othei in Orissa, which are both in the 
private sector, is concerned, I think 
they started with about Rs 50 lakhs 
01 so, but I think the actual expendi
ture that has bten mcuired is much 
more, it is nearei Rs 1 crore than 
Rs 50 lakhs

Shri Yajnik: May I know whether 
Government intend to promote any 
industrial co-operative societies m 
rural as well as urban areas to make 
pig iron and steel at different places 
in the country’

Sardar Swaran Singh: Government 
would like to encoufage co-operative 
soiAeties for any industrial venture 
Aid it is really the initiative that is 
Shown by arty co-operative sodety

that will answer the qutstittn which 
the hon Member has asked.

Shri Narastmhan: In The time* of 
India dated the 14th September, under 
a big headline about the low-shaft 
furnace going into operation, this news 
appeared

"Mr B Patnaik of the Kalinga 
Industries Ltd told newsmen in 
Calcutta the other day that 95 
per cent of their next plant to 
be set up at Salem in Madras 
would be fabricated by Indian 
engineers at Barbil ”

Can Government throw any light on 
it’

Sardar Swaran Singh* Throw light 
on what’  The hon Member himself 
is already giving some information

Shri Narasimhan* I want to know 
whether that is true, and whether 
Government have been approached for 
any permission for this

Sardar Swaran Singh. I had already 
asked for notice If I had had this 
information I would certainly have 
given it

Shn Panigrahi: May 1 know whe
ther the hon Minister is aware that 
at present the cost of production of 
iron in the blast furnace m Barbil in 
Onssa is higher than that in the larger 
steel plants, and if so, whether he is 
aware that the small blast furnace is 
not proving successful’

Sardar Swaran Singh* It will be 
difficult for me to commit Govern
ment to anv figure, but if the cost of 
production in a smaller blast furnace 
is higher, that is not unexpected As 
to what is the quantum of that excess, 
I would not like to commit myself

Shri S. C. Samanta: Last tune, we 
were informed that the construction 
and design of some blast fumaties 
would be taken up on an experimental 
basis May I kn6w whether the; 
experimental stage is pawed artd 
Government have taken a dfec&IWi?
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IBirtUr S w m  Stegfc: Yes, I still
say that the construction and design
ing of blast furnaces should be. under
take). We are not yet sufficiently 
organised to undertake that work We 
have started a nucleus of designs 
organisation, but it is premature for 
me to say that every new blast fur
nace that is going to be installed 
either in the public, or in the private 
sector, would be designed by our own 
experts.
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Shyl d . C. Sharma: The Deva-
nagari Script reform is to concern all 
the languages of India May I know 
if the representatives of all the 
national languages of India were 
taken on this Committee’  If not, 
why not’

Dr k . L Shrimali: The whole 
matter was placed before the Educa
tion Ministers’ Conference I cannot 
think of a more representative Con
ference than that of Education Minis
ters a  decision was taken there and 
finally it was approved by the 
Cabinet
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