about the probable loss of foodgrains
oh account of hesvy floods in the river
Godavari and also the heavy rains in
the West Godavari and Krishna dis-
tricts and, if so, whether the hon
Minister will be able to state the
extent of the loss?

Shri 8. K. Patil: I do not know
whether the Andhra Government has
written anything But the floods
decessarily do not mean that all crops
ere destroyed Sometimes floods are
good and as a result of them even
the crops come 1n. But so far as the
particular need of Andhra 1s concern-
ed, I do not think there 1s any grave
need in Andhra and that such a con-
tingency will arise.

The Prime Minister and Minister
of External Aftairs (Shri Jawaharial
Nehru): May 1 intervene, Sir I went
to Andhra the other day and I was
told that there has been undoubtedly
loss in certain areas, but it 1s more
than made up by the very good crops
elsewhere

Shri Tangamani: In view of the loss
sustained 1n West Bengal, may I know
whether the Government have made
fresh allocations for agricultural loans
and whether there was any such
demand from the West Bengal
Government?

Shri 8 K. Patil: Surely any demand
that is coming from West Bengal on
this particular score 1s being attended
t0 There 13 no difficulty on that
score

Mr. Speaker: Hon Members are
putting questions as if this 1s the first
Assembly to which directly these
matters ought to be addressed Hon
Members will get into touch with theiwr
counterparts in the State legislatures
and find out what has been done in
regard to these matters Every hon
Member assumes that some demand
has been made and the hon Minister
Dhere says that had any demand been
received he would have taken it up
Next question.

Jl-cl-.mrou—

Mr. Speaker: I am sorry. Hon
Mambders must get into touch with the

GOVyrpments of their own States.
'l‘hexe are State Governments also I
cRnnyt allow any more guestions

Blyt 8. M. Banerjee: Our fear is
that 1he prices may go up becauss of
""damxgetocropu.

M, Speaker: Order, order Next
QUeti0n

Buffer Stock of Foodgrains
+

Shri Panigrahi:

Pandit D. N. Tiwary:
Shri M L. Dwivedi:

Shri Keshava:

Shri Prakash Vir Shastel:
Shri Ram Krishan Gupia:
Sardar Igbal Singh:

Shri Ajit Singh Sarhadi:

Shri A. M. Tariq:

Shri Surendra Mahanty:

Shrimati Mafida Ahmed:

Shri Kodiyan:

o Dr. Ram Subhag Singh:
%. { shbri Dhanagar:

Shri D. C Sharma:

Shri Sarju Pandey:

Shri Hem Barus:

Shri Narayanankutty Menoem:

Shri Punnoose:

Shri A. K. Gopalan:

Shri Ramakrishna Reddy:

Shri N. R Muniswamy:

Shri Rameshwar Tantia:

Shri Anirudh Sinha-

Shri Aurcbindo Ghosal:
Pandit J. P. Jyotishi:

tsmmu Na Palchoudhuri:

Wil the Minister of Food and Agni-
be pleased to state*

(8) whether there 1s any proposal
to L1d a buffér stock of foodgrans
In the country,

(& 1f o, the details thereof,

(¢) whether there 15 a proposal to
TéQYegt the United States Government
%0 Sjsre 5 mullion tons of their surplus
’°°'£:nms in India as a sort of Bank
fron, wnych this country could draw
durl;o an emergency,

‘dl) whether any formal request m
regard has been made to the
Unityy States Government; and
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(e) i 20,
Government?

the reactions of that

The Deputy Minister of Food and
Agricuiture (Bhri A, M. Thomas):
(a) and (b) Yes It is proposed to
build up and maintain a larger reserve
stock of foodgrains than it has been
possible so far The method by which
this may be done, the size of the
reserve and other details are under
consideration

(c) Yes, one of the possible methods
would be for the United States Gov-
ernment to store in India on their own
account v part of their surplus food-
grains but 1t 15 for them to consider
the practicability of this method from
their_point of view

(d) No formal request has yet been
made to the United States Govern-
ment

{e) Does not arise

Shri Panigrahi: May 1 know whe-
ther this proposal to build up a buffer
stock was discussed m the Food Com-
mittee and whether the hon Minister
of Food, during his tours in the
western countries, met any of the
representatives of those Governments
and had any talk with them in respect
ef this proposal.

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri 8. K Patil): It has been
our policy to build a sizable reserve
in those countries That does not need
any discussion at all It 18 very neces-
sary Whether 1t should be done from
the internal resources and whether
those resources are just now available
is & point to be considered Until
then, surely, these reserves have got
{0 be built from the food that comes
from outside for sometime, and I am
quite sure that that could be done
There would not be any difficulty
about ft.

Shrl M L. Dwivedi
msmsmnrum}"""

Mr. Spesker: Shri Sarju Pandey
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e gadr § IwS wg gwar g fw
gad &1 gf afr ¢ oft av $@
wgg If als ¥ wim R
wE A ¥ Iw¥F AFaf £

Shri M. L. Dwivedi: ] was under
:lae impression that those who have
bled the question would be given
ces first to put supplementaries.

Mr. Speaker: The hon Member
;mst see all the names Shri Sarju
andey’'s name is also there

R Shrl M. L. Dwivedi: Mine is first in
lae order

& st et g e wam vl
W arsw 2 ar /R fsdt qeeT A
& gz foar aw1q & weg A AR
IAT guere ¥4 ¥ fAq qrar femn
& ot #r wYeT far § 7

st ®o wio afew  wEATMET
WA 9 RYT AT FT qAE A R
W v gt g3 foat @ WR
grd sy AR Nfogagdfe
vz feai vmar 97 arfs gt §eaa
HTEA ¢ wreEY WA< 9F |

sft %o Wl GO wylwr %
AT & ?

it Qo wio wilew Tg & AN
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Shel D. C. Sharma: What is the
present position of buffer food stocks
fn our country and what kind of
insurance does it provide aguinst
Josses due to floods and drought,
taking into consideration the present
econditions?

Shri A. M Thomas: It was under-
stood that the stocks in Central
reserves 1s not to be generally given
out to the public It 18 not 1n public
interest to divulge it With regard
to the other point, it 1s with the idea
of providing for any emergencies that
this larger reserve is intended to be
built up.

@ v by wv ol w{=x
qg aFNA T FO wON fe qg AN
AT ®F TNF wgq Ig fwlae
€8 § d wan a1 w7 A 1w
# amd wga ?

ft ®wo W0 W TW wHF
v aary g F g ar § AT gy Igw
efgfaz U 2 9g T § W@ |

Shri M. R. Muniswamy: May I know
wrhether the hon Minster had given
thought to the question of providing
modern warehouses whereby the food-
grains could be stored to avoid pest
infection and damage by rodents and
also increasing the existing capacity
of the warehouses’

Shri A, M. Thomas: Certainly, we
have got a very ambitious programme
The present target has been the con-
struchion of 2 million ton storage
ompacity, which we hope we will be
able to achieve within a few years
¥or the other idea to matenalise, we
will have additional construction too

Shri A. M. Thomas: Our present
1 of procurement that has been
followed by the Centre will still
continue With regard to procure-
very Hmited Our idea 1s to contiue
procurement in the surplus areas.

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: We
read 1n the papers that the hon. Food
Munster has made certain proposals
in the last FAO Conference about
requesting the United States Govern-
ment to store § million tons of food-
grains 10 India We whant to know
what actually emerged out of it

shrl S. K. Patll: This request has
nothing to do with the FAO Confer-
ence We do require a stock of
5 mutlion tons That i1s 1n my view
a safe and reasonable margin Whe-
ther 1t should be built up out of
internal resources or outside resources
depends on us If 1t 1s possible to do
it with internal resources, we can do
so So far as USA are concerned,
they &ave us 3 million tons last year
angd surely, they will continue to give
it as long as we are in difficulty

Shrimati Renn Chakravartty: That
is under PL 480, this 1s entirely
diffesent

shri 8. K. Patil: I have said this
has nothing to do with the FAO Con-
ference It i1s an independent pro-
posai This stock of 5 milhon tons 1s
not only of wheat, but of rice also
So, st 18 not confined to one country
It eAn be from our resources plus
USA. plus a2 few more countries

shyri Surendranath Dwivedy: The
statement 1s attributed to the Minister
that he discussed this matter at the
FACQ Conference Is that report not
correct?

gpri S. K. Patil: What was discus-
sed at the FAO Conference was the
proposal for a World Food Bank and
not ®bout requrements of 5 mulhion
tons

spri B. K. Galkwad: Government
have mported foodgrains from the
foreign countries in the past and they
are going to import foodgrains from
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foreign countries in future. May I
know whether it is a fact that over
8 crore acres of cultivable land is
available in this country and, if so,
why it has not been given to the poor
Agriculturists for cultivation and grow
more food in the country ang solve
the problem.

Shri 8. K. Patil: My information i
not that. After careful study, we
have come to the conclusion that there
is what is known as oosar land or
wasteland, but it would not be as
much as 90 mullion acres, as the hon.
Member says. Every effort 1s being
made to bring those lands under the
plough

Shri Tyagl: After the stock 15 bult
up and completed and it 1s also sent
to the deficit Btates off and on, may I
know what will be the procedure for
replenishing the buffer stock? Will
Government also be prepared to buy
surplus grams from local peasants at
the same rate at which they are
importing from outside?

Shri 5. K Patll: The 1dea of a buffer
stock seems to be quite different in
the minds of some hon. Members
What we require for annual consump-
tion 13 not the buffer stock It means
whenever prices fall, Government will
go and buy and whenever prices rise,
release 1it. That 1s my conception of
buffer stock When this stock 1s bult
up, that same stock would not remain
year after year, because grain 18 &
perishable commodity, which has got
to be replenished. That will be moatly
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Shri Narayanankuity Menem: The
hon. Minister has been avoiding opp
question viz., whether this ides heg
been formally put to the U.S. Govern~
ment. Thut is the onginal questipn
I tabled,

Shri 8. K. Patil: We have replied
to that, He has not read the printed
answer. We have said that it has not
yet been formally put.

Irrigation Potential

{ Shri 3:1% Hanada:
Shri Ram Krishan Gupta:
Shri 8. C. Samanta:
Shri R. C. Majhi;
3. 1 Shri D. C Sharma:
Dr. Ram Subhag Singh:

Shri Sarju Pandey:

Shri Hem Barua:
 Shri E. Madhusudan Rao:

Will the Minister of Irrigation and
Power be pleased to refer to the reply
given to Starred Question No. 205 on
the 7th August, 1958 and state.

(a) whether Government have since
examined the report of the officers
appointed to report whether irriga-
tion potential in the country is fully
utilised or not, and

(b) 1f so, the decision taken?

The Deputy Minister of Irrigation
and Power (Shrl Hathi): (a) The
Government of India have mince
examined the reports of the Spemal
Officers with regard to Bombay, West
Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pra-
desh, Bihar, Kerala, Madras, Oraza,
Mysore and Rajasthan





