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trains on the main lines was not 
affected.

Shri V. C. Borooah: My question is 
not that I wanted to know whether 
it is a fact that this railway line 
passes through the busiest and the 
most congested area of the town, and 
there are no suitable overbridges also, 
and for that reason the accidents 
occur

Shri 8. V. Ramaswamy: My hon 
fnend may put a separate question 
for that

Shri Hem Baraa: May I know whe
ther it is a fact that only a single 
bogie was involved in this accident 
and it was because it was not properly 
cl&mped, if to, what &re pro
posed to be taken to see that this 
tram which moves at a snail’s pace is 
not involved m accidents of this sort9

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: The
eleventh coach of this tram got de
railed, and the enquiry disclosed that 
the pilot-man was responsible, and 
action is being taken agamst him

Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know 
whether Government has received 
any proposal to shift the railway line 
to the outskirts of Gauhati town, that 
is from Kamakshya to Narengi near 
the site of the refinery9

Shri S. V Ramaswamy: I require 
notice for that question

The Minister of Railways (Shri 
JarJivan Ram): Sir, may I add here 
that the accident has nothing to do 
with the congested locality of the 
town and therefore it has no relation 
with that There is no proposal at 
present to shift the railway line from 
its present place
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ghri Harish Chandra Mathur: May
I Know how this proposal originated 
and what is the nature of the research 
th*t is proposed to be conducted?
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Shri AL V. KfWiMWt: This is our 
central locust organisation. That is 
the headquarters almost for this locust 
warning organisation, and we had 
almost acquired a three-and-a-half 
acre plot and we were about to con
struct the building when the Rajasthan 
Government wanted the site for build
ing a medical college. So we had to 
surrender to their request and we are 
now getting a new site.

Shri Hartah Chandra Mathur: My
question was different. I wanted to 
know how this proposal has originated 
and what is the nature of the re
search, so far as locust is concerned, 
that is proposed to be conducted 
there?

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: As I said, 
we have a central locust warning 
organisation, and the headquarters 
will be at Bikaner, and it will conduct 
experiments about locusts, locust

■ warning, and the various varieties of 
locusts, insecticides and other things 
connected with locusts.

Shri Kami Singhji: Has any final 
decision been taken about the location 
of the new laboratory? Will it be at 
Bikaner?

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: Yes, Sir, it 
will be at Bikaner, and the site will 
be near the old site.

Shri Hartah Chandra Mathur: I
understand that we have an organisa- 

t tion which has its headquarters there. 
My question was what Jype of 
research is going to be conducted and 
whether you have been able to pro
cure the necessary staff for that 
research.

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: Certainly, 
as I have stated, we will be conduct
ing research in locusts, insecticides, 
various types of locusts, how to kill 
them and how to combat all the 
locusts successfully. We have enough 
of entomologists in this country and 
we are trying to procure them.

Mr. Depnty-Speaker: Now, Ques
tion No. 1196. Shri Jangde.

Shri IngdK  I put the question.

Dr. r . Snhbarayaa: As I am not
conversant with Hindi, I shall read 

< out the reply in English, and my hon. 
colleague the Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Transport and Communi
cations will read it out in Hindi, if 
the hob. Member wants it.
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The Minister of Transport and 
Communications (Dr. P. Snhbarayan):
(a) Schemes for the conversion of the 
two exchanges to automatic working 
had been under consideration for the 
last two years. They have since been 
sanctioned.

(b) More than two years are 
required to complete automatic 
exchange schemes where new build
ings are involved, as time has to be 
allowed for planning, detailed design, 
sanction, acquisition of land, building 
construction by C.P.W.D.

(c) 819 and 928 respectively as on 
1st September, 1999.
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