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LOK SABHA

Tuesday, 25th November, 1858.

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of :he
Clock.

|Mz. DepUTY-SPEAKER 1t the Chair)
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIOAS

Afr-conditioning of
Buildings

‘213. Shri J. B, 8_Bist: Will the Minss-
ter of Works, Housing and Supply be
pleased to state

Government

(24) whether Government have taken
a decision not to air-condition newly
constructed office buildings in  New
Delh: and other places in  view of
foreign exchaage involved 1 buying
the cquipments. and

th) 1f so, whether Government pro-
puse to provide air-coolers in rooms
of officers and the total expenditure
involved in it”

The Deputy Minister of Works,
Housing and Supply (Shri Ani) K.
Chanda): (a) No Only the installation
of centralised air-conditionming plants.
for whieh the new buildings are de-
signed has been deferred because of
“hortage of foreiyn exchange.

(b) Small air-conditioning units, not
involving foreign exchange, have been
provided in the rooms of some officers
n the office buildings on King Edward
Road, Queen Victoria Road und Hard-
inge Avenue, New Delhi at a cost of
about Rs 9,58,000/-.

Shri J. B. 5. Bist: In regard to the
answer to part (b) of the question,
may I know why this discrimination
is being made?
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Shri Anil K. Chapda: These build-
i, on the Queen Victoria Road,
King Edward Road and Hardinge
Avenue have been built on austerity
pattern with very thin walls and
the height of the rooms is also very
low, with the result that it is really
mmpossible to carry on with work in
these rooms. These buildings were
so designed that they would be pro-
vided with air-conditioning facilities
but because of the scarcity of foreign
exchange and difficulties of finance, we
are not putting the whole building
under the air-conditioning system.
and only some senior officers have
been provided with air-conditioners.

Shri J. B. 8. Bist: Are we to under-
stand that it i1s because of the low
roofing that this discrimination has
been made’

Shri Anil K. Chanda: Normally
speaking, I  should think  the
vlimate of Delh! requires
that every office should be provided
with air-conditioning

Shri Tyagi: Are the Government
aware that for the last 100 years or
more, when the British who were
accustomed fo cool climate were here,
no building m Delh1 was air-condi-
tioned?

Shri Anil K, Chanda: Firstly, mn
those days. the Government used to
move out during summer months to
Simla and secondly, air-conditioning
was not perfected m those days.
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Shri Asit K. Chanda: In my ans-
wer I have said that no foreign ex-
change was involved; because of this
we have been taking recourse to
small air-conditioning units of indi-
genous manufacture.

Shri H. N. Mukerjee: In view of
the fact that generally speaking office
and residential accommodation is
air-conditioned in many places while
even operating theatres in hospitals
are not, do we have any system of
priority in regard to the allotment of
air-conditioning apparatus and, if so,
how does that system of priority
operate?

Shri Anil K. Chanda: That does not
concern WHS Ministry. If a private
cinema house wants to have the
building equipped with air-condition-
ing plant, it is for the cinema house
to buy the thing and secure the
foreign exchange.

Some Hon, Members rose—

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order.
The question was that even hospitals
do not have the equipment.

Shri Tangamani: Not
theatres,

The Minister of Industry (Shri
Manubhai Shah): 1 may say that it
is the policy of the Government to
give priority to hospitals and also for
cold storage purposes in relation to
vegetables, fruits etc., and least prio-
rity to provide individual refrigera-
tion apparatus.

cinema

Shri Prabhat Kar: It has been said
that these buildings were constructed
on austerity pattern. May I know
how much money was saved in rais-
ing such buildings and how it com-
pares with the expenditure on air-
conditioning?

Shri Anil K. Chanda: I could not
give a detailed answer, but from the
very lock of the buildings, it would
be seen that whereas formerly, to a
certain height, there used to be ome
or two storeys, we are now putting
up buildings with four or five sto-
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reys. There must be considerable
saving in construction.

Shri Narayaoankutty Memon: The
hon. Minister of Industry said that
the policy of the Government is to
give priority to hospital theatres. May
we know whether the Government
will consider that in Delhi itself there
are many operation theatres which
are not air-conditioned and there-
fore, before air-conditioning iz done
in other places these theatres will be
given air-conditioning units?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: It is a sugges-
tion for action,

Shri Anil K. Chanda: That sugges-
tion can be made to the Health Min-
istry.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I have said 1t
18 a suggestion for action,

Shri §. M. Banerjee: May I know
the total amount spent on air-condi-
tioning Government buildings In
Delhi during 1958-57 and 1957-58"

Shri Anil K. Chanda: I have not got
all the details with me, but so far as
the office buildings on King Edward
Road, Queen Victorla Road and
Hardinge Avenue are concerned,—
these are new offices—we have spent
a little over Rs. 9,59,000, as I said in
the answer.
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Shri Anil K. Chanda: These are
new air-conditioning units which are
available in India itself. In my ans-
wer I have said that no foreign ex-
change was involved. There are
several companies in India such as
Sur Refrigerators, Calcutta and Vol-
tas in Bombay who produce air-
congitioning units.

Some Hon, Members rose—
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Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Next ques-
tion. Air-conditioning is not wanted
during this season!

Supply of Iron Ore to Italy

+
Shri V. C, Shukia:
Shri Subodh Hansda:

*214. { Shri 8. C. Samanta:
Shri Bahadur Singh:
Shri Vajpayee:

Will the Minister of Commerce and
Industry be pleased to refer to the
reply given to Starred Question No
749 on the 1st September, 1958 and
state:

(a) whether the examination of the
proposal from Italy to buy iron ore on
long term basis from the west coast
has since been completed; and

(b) if so, the board details of the
decision taken thereon?

The Minister of Commerce (Shri
Kanungo): (a) Not, yet.

(b) The matter 1s still under con-
sideration.

Shri V. C. Shukla: May I know
whether only low-grade ore 1is being
considered to be exported through the
State Trading Corporation under this
agreement?

Shri Kanungo: There 1s no agree-
ment yet. It is only a sort of ex-
ploratory talks which have been held,
because the project involves heavy
capital investment in the form of
railwavs and port development

Shri V. C. Shukla: May we know 1f
ore of both grades will be taken up”

Shri Kanungo: Both grades, because
the continental steel mills will use a
large quantity of high-grade ore

11.66 hrs,
[Mr Speaker in the Chawr)

Shri V, C. Shukla: Is it a fact that
the expert committee appointed by
the Government strongly advised
against the export of ore with 65 per
cent. ferrous content and that the
Government have entered upon an
agreement to export two million tons
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ot iron ore with 65 per cent. content
every year against the advice of this
expert committee?

Shri Kanungo: ! am not aware of
any expert committee having given
advice on this,—at least not to the
Government. But. in any case, the
export of high-grade ore has been a
traditional line of export for nearly
half a century.

Shri Subodh Hansda: May I know
whether there is any fresh proposai to
buy iwron ore on normal long-term
basis?

Shri Kanungo: We have got a long-~
term contract with Japan for more
than five years. This is a propasal
which has been considered. There {a
no contract yet.

Shri 8. C. Samanta: May I know
whether Italy has offered some loan
on deferred payment basis for re-

novating some intermediate on
the west coast for supply of ir?hnot\er‘\~

Shri Kanungo: There is no offer as
vet. As I have said earlier, there have
been exploratory talks for the deve-
iopment of west coast ports so that
the continental buyers may obtain a
certain amount of iron ore.

Shri V. C, Shukia: May I know
which ports on the west coast are
under consideration of the Govern-
ment for development, for the pur~
pose of exporting this ore?

Shri Kanungo: Mangalore, Honavar,
Karwar and some other intermediate
ports, but 1t wall all depend upon the
hinterland and communications as
they emerge out of the discussions.

Shri Ramanathan Chettiar: Is 1t a
fact that an Italian firm has offered
to improve the Mangalore port and
also help in regard to the Hassan-
Mangalore railway project in order
to facilitate the export of low-grade
iron ore from that port?

Shri Kanungo: In reply to a previous
supplementary question I have said
that there has been no offer





