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Mr. Speaker 1 The policy has already 
been decided and implemented and that is 
why they are going to open these thousand 
and odd centres here for the purpose  of 
giving relief to those who need it.

Kandla  Port

*1545. Shri Gidwani 1 Will the Minis­
ter of Transport be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the plans 
for constructing two more berths at Kandla 
Port have been submitted to the Govern­
ment of India; and

(b) if so, whether  Government have 
sanctioned the Scheme?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): (a) Yes.

(b)  The matter is under considera­
tion.

Shri Gidwani 1 When will the matter 
be decided ?

Shri Alagesan : It would be decided 
soon,

Shri Gidwani t Are the Government 
aware that the block-pilling machine will 
remain idle and will  be dismantled which 
will result in loss to the Government?

Shri Alagesan t That is one of the 
considerations why they want to undertake 
the construction of two berths now.  The 
present contractors have the necessary ma­
chinery for the work.  If they are dismantled 
and taken away, the cost of that operation is 
bound to go up.

Shri B. S. Murthy t May I know if 
these berths will be functioning for ocean­
going steamers?

Shri Alagesan : Yes.

Shri Velayudhan : May I know whe­
ther this port was given top priority by the 
Government with a view to have a single 
great port for Maha Gujerat ?

Shri Alagesan : I could not follow.

Shri Velayudhan : I want an answer,

Mr. Speaker : But, I must understand 
the question.

Shri Velayuudhant I want to know 
whether the progress made by this Kandla 
port is not very slow.  It was earlier given 
top priority with a view to have a big port 
for Maha Gujerat as mentioned by the late 
Sardar Patel.

Mr. Speaker : What is the question ?

Shri Velayndlian i The  progress  is 
slow.

Shri Alagesan : The question of Maha 
Gujerat docs not come in.

Mr. Speaker : It has been unnecessarily 
linked with that.  The hon. Member wants 
to know whether the speed has been slacke­
ned.

Shri Alagesan : The work has been 
progressing  very  satisfactorily.  Two of 
the four berths arc likely to be opened in 
October.

Shri Bhagwat Zha Azad : If the
scheme as sanctioned is finalised, what would 
be the financial implication?

Shri Alagesan : There is an abstract 
estimate of Rs. 330 lakhs.  That is under 
consideration.
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