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Shrl Achuthan: It is an importent
mtter.  When all the factors are against
Ola sakkot, what made the Govemment to
deciic that Shoranur should not be the
hraiquartcrs and that Olavakkot shou:d
be the headquarters?

Mr. Speaker: All the points that the
hon. M :nibersreferred to can only form the
subject-matter of a resolution. This is
qusstion-hour. Oaly facts must bz ascer-
tained by a singlc qu:stion and a single
answer, The hon. Members cannot club
all points togethsr and ask for 8 general
opinion as to what are the considerations,
etc., for arriving at a decision. If the hon.
Minister has no objection. he can give the
dominant consideration for the decision.

Shrl Alags=ean: [ shall try to give
the answer. I would not hke to go fato the
local rivalries as regards the merits of one
ﬂnc: or thz other. I may say that all the

embzrs of Parliament comingtrom that
area hiwve bzen, not once but several times,
consulted on this question. Originally,
the decision was taken to locate the divisional
hecadqusrters at Olavakkot, because of its
proximity to Palghat where there are high
schoals and also accommodation available
for the staff. When a divisional headquar-
ter is set up at @ particular place, natarally
we will not be able to build all the quarters
that are nccessary for the staff. hen 8
large town is wni{lble near at hand, the steff
can fiad accommodation swithout difficulty.
These were some of the considerations
on which we decided to locate Lhe divisional
headquarters at Olavakkot.

As far as the regional distribution is
conciraed, when the question ot having
the divisional system was taken up in regard
to the Southern Railway, naturally it was
decided that at least one divisional head-
quarter should oe in the Kerala area. 1
have only to inform the House that this place
called Olavakkot is as much in the Kerala
area as any other place.

Shrl A. M. Thomas: May I enquire
whether Shoranur wouid not be more
central. as far as the Kerala State is concern-
ed, and if so, mey ! know why Govemn-
ment did not consider that aspect at all ?

Shri Alagesan: That aspect was also
consid:red, hscause several hon.Members
snoke to us and also wrote to us about this.
Tu:re was also a delegation of certain public
m:n that came and saw us, and it was g
dslegation from Olavakkot and elsewhere.
There wererival claim for both these places.
Bat. on account of the advantages which
Olavakkot cnjoyed over Shoranur, it was
finally scttled that we should have the divi-
sional headquarters at Olavakkot.

Shrl Dabhi: Msy I know the reasons
for not making Ahmedabad one of the
divisional hcadquarters in the \estern
Rsilway? Ahmedatad is @ central place.

25 AUGUST 1956

Oral Answers 1644

Shri Alagesant It may be that Ahme-
dabad was not chosea. but, 1 would like to
J thet the various headquarters on the

cstern Railway have been inaugurated o
the 1st August. They are : Bomhay.
Baroda, Ratlam, Kotsh, Jaipur, Aimer,
Rajkot and Bhavnagar. It wiil be seen that
several headquarters have been lucated in
the Gujarat arca.

Shri Chottopndhynylx Ahmadabad
has misbehaved.

Shrl Alagesan: Even so, that would
not have been a consideration at all.

ShriDabhi: I wanted to ask whetherm=

Mr. Speaker: [ am not going to allow
8 discussion on thia point, namely, why
Ahmeadabad ought to be preferred or ought
not to be preferred to Ratlam, etc. Al
these points would have formed part of the
correspondence on the matter. These
cannot be decided during the question-
hour. The hon. Membsrs can only ask
for facts and not for reasons or opinions.
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Sbri Alagesan : Uttar Piadesh has
sent up proposals costing Rs. 1,93,00,000.
That was a much bigger plan. We are
not able to accommodate all the proposals
shat were sent by the Uttar Pradesh Govemn-
ment. But I may inform the hon. Member
and the House that in connection with the
Buddha Jayant: celebrations, we have un-
dertaken various works like the improvement
of roads, construction of bridges and puttin,
up rest houses at various places, all og, whic!

to extend the tourist facilities. In Ulttar
esh, the oost of all these works comer to

Rs. 94 -4t lakhs,
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Shri Alagesan : Naturally, there sre
other places also. For instance, when you
connect Banaras and Sarmath, it is not asif
onc is serving the Buddhist centre only
becgsuse, such connections serve all other
places of importance also. There are other
proposals slso, put as I said, the works
amounting to the sum of Rs. 94 lakhs and odd
will be carried out this year.  Subject to the
availability of financ:e, we have to do all these
things and underiake all these works with
reference to other States and other arcas as
well. As the provision that has been msde
in the Plan has been very meagre, we could
nol: do more than what we hsve now undez-
taken,
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. Mr. Speaker : [ am not going to allow
this. She cannot ask about “Km Kisn
Sthanon'', she can ask about one.

Sbri Matthen : The game sanctuary
on the Periyar Lake in my State is attracting
more and more tourists not only from India,
bui from outside. The present hotel there
18 very expensive.  Will the Deputy Minister
try to have a cheaper hotel for the tourists ?

Mr. Speaker : Is it in Uttar Pradesh?
I am not going to allow this,

Aluminium Coachea and Wagons

*3403 Sbri Jbulan Sinhs : Wil the
Minister of Raflwaya be pleased to state :

(a) how manv coaches and wagons
omstructed out of aluminium arc in use at
present ;

(b) what is the result of the experie
ment conducted on these kinds of rolling
stocks; and

(c) the steps taken to build more of
them ?

The Deputy Minister of Rallwaya
and Transport (Shri Alsgesan) ; (a) 50
cosches, So covered wagons and $CO open
wagons all Broad Gauge—of steel construc-
tion with aluminium paneclling.

(b) It is too early to assess the results;
some reports have come in and they are being

examined.

(c) The experiment has heen extended to
so more coaches to be built by Hindustan
Air craft Ltd. and the construction of So
more wagons with aluminium panclling is
under consideration.

Sbri Jhulan Sinha : May I enquiire
tf this e:g)erimem hasz given encouraging
results so far and if it is proposed to continue
it in future ?

Sbri Alageean : ] have said that the
results should be studied further. In the
meanwhile, this experiment is being exten-
ded to S0 more cosches that are being built
by the H.A.L. and also to §o more wagons.

Sbri Jhulan Sinha : May I enquire
what has been the saving of steel by the sub-
stitution of steel by aluminivm so far in the
construction of coaches and wagons ?

u

Sbri Alagesan : Of course, when yo)
have aluminium panelling, it replaces stee”
‘The initial cost may be higtier, but it is bound
to be lighter with alummnium panelling~ the





