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Shri B. D. Pande : May I know if our
Prime Minister had any talks with the
South African Prime Minister in London
about this?

Shri Sadath Al Khan : I am not
aware of it.

. Shri Krishnacharya Joshi : What
is the attitude of Pakistan in this
matter ?

Shri Sadath Ali Khan : India and
Pakistan have always taken a united stand
on this matter.

Shri B. S. Murthy : May I know
whether the Indian delegate at the U.N.O.
had ;nai.r consultations with the Secrctary
Gen of the U.N.O. before taking this
step of writing a letter to the South African

vernment ?

Shri Sadath Ali Khan : There is no
need to consult the  Secretary-General
on this point. , This is a dispute between
two Governments,

Shri K. K. Basu : May I know whether
this subject was on the agenda of the
recent Prime Ministers’ Conference?

Shri Sadath Al Khan : I am not
aware of it.
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Soda-Ash Factory

*137. Shri Kamath : Will the Minis-
ter of Commerce and Industry
pleased to refer to the replies given
to Supplementaries raised on Starred
Question No. 2302 on the 17th May,
r956 and state :

_(a) whether the licence for the set-
ting up of a Soda-ash factory at Mughal-
sarai (U.P.) has been granted; and

(b) if so, to whom?

The Minister of Heavy Industries
(Shri M. M. Shah) : (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

Shri Kamath : Has Government taken
any decision so far as to how many of
thesc soda-ash plants will be allotred
to the public sector and how many to the
private sector during the Second Five
Year Plan ?
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Shri M. M. Shah : No soda-ash plants
are going to be set up in the public sec-
tor.

Shri Kamath : What are the reasons
for this particular decision? .

Shri M. M. Shah : That is in accordance
with the industrial policy statement laid
before the House; in accordance with the
industrial policy and for want of resources,
soda-ash has not been placed in the public
sector.

Shri Kamath : How many soda-ash

. plants are going to be established in India

during the Second Five Year Plan?
Shri M. M. Shah : Four.

Shri Kamath : Are all the four plants
going to be in the private sector?

Shri M. M. Shah : Yes, Sir.

Shri Kamath : How many applications
have been received so far?

Shri M. M. Shah : Three have been
sanctioned and about four are pend-
ing.

Shri Kamath : In whose favour have
they been sanctioned?

Shri M. M. Shah : One in for Saurashtra
Chemicals ; another is for Tuticorin and a
third is under consideration for Bihar.
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