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Sliii  Alagetan: 1  hive  dealt  with 
this question in my answer.  I have said 
that this was gone into by a Special Officer. 
He was able to come across certain differences 
in the rates charged which were working to 
the  detriment  of  Indian  exoorts.  When 
this question was brought before the Con
ference Lines, they saw the force of the 
argument on our side and reduced the rates.

Shri T. N. Singh: May I know whe
ther the disparities discovered by the Special 
Officer arc comprehensive enough; do they 
cover all cases, possible cases, known caŝ ? 
Or do they refer only to a few cases in which 
they have been able to pêsûdc the Con
ference Lines ?

Shfi Alagetan: In  some cases only 
we were able to persuade them.  He was 
able to get the tariff rates for several commo
dities that are being carried from Indian 
ports and ports of other neighbouring coun
tries.  It was very difficult to get the tariff 
rates in the first place.  But he was able to 
obtain some data. And on the basis of that data 
the questions were taken up later on with the 
Conference Lines who agreed to fall in line 
with our wishes.

Development  of  Calcutta  Port

*̂1136. Shri Gidwant: Will the  Minis
ter of Transport be pleased to state the 
projects which will be taken up for the develop
ment of Calcutta Port during  the Second 
Five Year Plan and what will be their cost?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister  of Railways  and  Transport 
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): A Statement
is laid on the Table of the Lok Sabha. 
Appendix VII, annexure No. i]

Shri Gidwanit From the statement I 
find that out of Rs. 21,58, 35, 000 provided 
for cost of works in the Second jPive Year Plan, 
Rs. 8,56,21,000 have been carried over from 
the cost of works in the First Five Year Plan. 
May I enquire as  to what were the reasons 
for not taiung up all the schemes under the 
First* Five Year Plan and completing them ?

Shri Shahnawas Khan: The first one 
was that the execution of the projects was 
taken up after two years of the Plan period 
had lapsed.  Then, certain  large projects 
like the construction of quarters, general cargo 
berths, and suction dredgers were  included 
at a later date. Equipment like crane« dredg
ers, launches could not be procured against 
orders  and  they  had to be manufactured. 
And lastly, there was the difficulty of obtaining 
steel in time.

Shri  Gidwani: Has the  attention  of 
Government been drawn to a statement made 
by Mr. I. Matsumoto, Managing  Director 
of the Japanese  Shipping Company that 
there were delays in the Indian ports and 
ships were delayed in some cases by a month 
resulting in loss to ships and ship-owners?

If so, may I know what steps are being taken 
immediately to relieve the congestion?

The Deputy Minister of Railway 
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): Regard
ing the delays that occur in our ports, this 
matter was taken up in right earnest and the 
congestion in our ports has been considerably 
reduced. We must also remember that a much 
larger  volume  is  handled by our p>orts 
now than what they ever used to do before. 
Certain steps were taken, like the piece rate 
system in Bombay.  The question is under 
consideration with regard to the other major 
ports like Calcutta and Madras; and with the 
improvement in he working of the ports, the 
delays  have  been  considerably  reduced. 
The position was so before.  But we are 
taking continuous steps to reduce the delays.

Shri H. N. Mukerlee: In  view of 
Calcutta port having to handle about 4,000 
tons of steel every day from 19̂7 onwards 
and the prohibitive cost of drecfging in the 
river Hooghly, what steps are being taken 
particularly because the Ganga Barrage is a 
doubtful factor tn the Second Plan?

Shri Alagesan: I think the hon. Mem
ber is trying to club too many things—however 
desirable they may be by themselves.  As far 
as the  clearance of the steel cargo  is con
cerned, it has been answered the other day 
also in this Housei  We have created dumps 
and we have also asked the  consignees to 
take delivery as soon as they  are delivered 
at the quay side.  This is the method which 
has been adopted for clearing the large steel 
cargo.
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