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that the Madras tax is fairly high and 
so they wanted that the ceiling should 
be placed somewhere below the Mad
ras tax.

Buddha  J ayanti

*974 Shri Veenswamy: WiU the
Min <!ier of Railways be pleased to 
state whether the Grand Trunk Ex
press and other Mail Trains will be 
stopped at Sanchi in connection with 
the Buddha Jayanti celebrations ?

The Parliamentary Secretary to tke 
Minister of Railways and Transport 
<Shri Shahnawaz Khan): Yes, if the 
traffic justifies.

Shri Veeraswamy: May I Icnow 
whether, if the traffic justifies, the 
Grand Trunk Express and other mail 
trains will be stopped at Sanchi from 
the beginning of the month of May?

Shri Shaiinawaz Khan: They will 
be stopped when the Buddha Jayanti 
is celebrated.

Sliri Velayudhan: May I know 
whether any concession will be given 
to travellers who attend this Buddha 
Jayanti?

Siiri Shahnawaz Khan: Concession 
will be allowed to the foreign tourists.

Sbri Veeraswamy: In view of the 
fact that passengers have to alight at 
Bhilsa on this side and at Bhopal on 
the other to go to Sanchi. why should 
not the trains be stopped to enable 
the passengers to go straight to 
Sanchi?

K andla P ort

*975. Shri Telldkar: Will the 
Minister of Transport be pleased to 
state the money so far spent on the 
Railway line that connects the Kandla 
port with the North?

The Parliamentary Secretary to tlM 
Minister of Railways and Transport 
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): The Kandla 
Part is now linked to the main railway 
line to the North by the Kandla- 
Deesa Railway link. The total ex
penditure incurred on the construction 
of the link is approximately Rs. 6-35 
crores.

Shri Telldkar: May I know the* 
monthly average income from this 
line?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: I shall re
quire notice for that.

Shri T. N. Singh: In regard to 
these constructions, there were some 
enquiries into the conduct of certain 
officers. May I know whether any 
action has been taken against them?

The Mmister of Railways and 
Transport (Shri L. B. Shastri): Per
haps the hon. Member is referring 
to some of the officers against whom 
an enquiry was being made. They 
belong to Saurashtra, but that enquiry 
has almost finished and some cases 
are still pending with the Union Pub
lic Service Commission.

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know 
whether this amount includes the 
modern equipment that is to be instal
led at the port?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: This ques
tion related to the railway lines, not 
to the port.

The Deputy Mhiister of Railways 
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): The
answer is that the trains will be stop
ped when it is found necessary, be
cause it will not be that the Buddha 
Jayanti will be celebrated at that par
ticular place throughout the year. It 
may be for a few days. On those 
appointed days certainly the trains 
can be stopped. There is no difficul
ty about it.

W agons for  J ute T ransport

*978. Shri P. G. Sen: Will the 
Minister of Railways be pleased to 
state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
inadequate supply of wagons to the 
jute centres of Pumea District. Bihar 
have. caused the fall of local jute 
prices there in this season by Rs. 2 
to Rs. 3 per maund of jute; and .
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(b) the comparative number of 
fupply of wagons between last year 
and this year up-till now at Forcbes- 
ganj and Banmankhi centres of 
Pumea?

n e  Parliamentaiy Secretary to the 
Minister of Railways and Transport 
(Siui Shaiinawaz Khan): (a) The Min
istry of Railways are not in a position 
to say what factors exactly contribut
ed to the alleged fall in prices. It is 
however, true that the loading of jute 
from the jute centres of Purnea Dis
trict to the Calcutta area during 1955
56 dropped as compared to the pre
vious year mainly due to difficult 
operating conditions at transhipment 
points across the Ganga resulting from 
the vagaries of the river. With gra
dual stabilisation of the Ghat, des-

Ktches of jute to the Calcutta Mills 
ve recently improved to some extent 

and are expected to improve further.

(b) From 1-8-54 From 1-8-55 
to 26-2-55. to 26-2-56.

Forbcsgang — 4,204 
Banmaokhi 1,408

2,737
398

Shri P. G. Sen: In the Indian Na** 
iion of 20-2-1956 it was published that 
jute produce was facing great diffi
culty. May I ask why. in spite of the 
fact that the number of wagons sup
plied was not adequate, no action was 
taken up-till now?

Shri Shaiinawaz Khan: As regards 
transport of jute, it is sent to various 
mills in Calcutta as well as to mills 
in Bihar. As far as the mills in Bihar 
are concerned, there has been no 
difficulty regarding the supply of wa
gons. There has been some difficul
ty, however, regarding the supply of 
jute to the mills in the Calcutta area. 
TTiis, as I said, was due to the trans
shipment difficulties, the vagaries of 
the rivers and unprecedented floods, 
which were things quite beyond the 
control of the Railway Ministry.

Shri B. K. D af: The Parliamentary 
Secretary stated that there was some 
deterioration in the transport position 
last year. Is it not a fact that even

during the year before last, the posi
tion was not good, and if so. may { 
know what steps are being taken to 
improve the position in future?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: The most 
important step that we are taking is 
to construct the Mokameh bridge.

Shri L. N. Mishra: Is the Minister 
aware that a very large number of 
wagons go to these stations every day 
carrying materials for the Kosi pro
ject. and they return empty, and if so 
may I know whether the possibilities 
of utilising these wagons have been 
explored by the Railway Ministry?

The Minister of RaUways and 
Transport (Shri L. B. Shastri): AU
these things arc taken into considera
tion, and we try to use the empties as 
much as we can.
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