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LOK SABHA

Wednesday. 23rd May, 1956

The Lok Sabha met at Half Past Ten 
of the Clock.

[Mr. Speaker in the Chair\ 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Shipping  '

*2442. Shri Jhnlan Sinha : WiU the
Minister of Transport be pleased to 
state the extent to which our shipping 
industry suffers from what is known 
as Flag Discrimination ?

The Minister of Railways and Trans
port (Siiri L. B. Siiastri): No instance 
of flag discrimination against Indian 
ships has been brought to the notice of 
Government.

Shri Jhuian Sinha: May I know if 
Government has received information 
either through the interests affected or 
through other sources that this indus
try is actually suffering from flag dis
crimination ?

Siiri L. B. Shastri: That is not cor
rect, and we have received no such 
information either from the shipping 
companies or from any other sources.

Shri Mohiuddin: Does not the re
fusal by the Shipping Lines Confe
rence to allow the Indian ships to join 
them for a particular route amount to 
flag discrimination ?

Shri L. B. Shaitri: That does not 
ainount to flag discrimination. But I 
might tell the hon. Member that some 
time back it was felt that there might 
be some difliculty in the Indian com
panies joining some other  Shipping 
Conferences, but mutual  discussions 
have led to better results.
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Shri P. C. Bose; May I know whe
ther the Government is aware that dur
ing the last International Conference 
held at Tokyo this question of flag 
discrimination  was debated and the 
Indians took exception to certain re
marks made by the Europeans ?

Shri L. B. Shastri:  Yes. Sir. this
question was raised from the other 
side, from other foreign shipping com
panies. But we made it clear that an 
undeveloped country like ours should 
have the right to move its cargoes in 
its ships for the development of its own 
shipping, and as shippers also we have 
an inherent right to carry our cargo in 
the ships which we like.
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