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(b) whether any steps have been 
taken to put up sign boards in any 
one of the'" other national languages 
also in, areas where Hindi is not 
understood by most »f the people’; 
and

(c) whether tlie Central Govern­
ment consulted the States Govern­
ments of non-Hindi speaking areas 
about this matter?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): (a)
and (b). Railways have been instruct­
ed to display station name-boards in 
Hindi in Devnagari script, English 
and the regional language, if' Hindi 
is not the regional language of the 
area in which the station is situated. 
As regards sign-boards and notices 
other than station name-boards, the 
individual Railways follow their own 
practice. "

(c) No.

Dr. Rama R ao : May I know why 
in spite of the alleged instructions, 
we do not find sign-boards in local 
languages almost in every station, ex­
cept the station name-boards?

Shri Alagesan: Perhaps the hon. 
Member refers to name-boards other 
than station name-boards. In non- 
Hindi-speaking areas, they are usual­
ly in English ; they are not being writ­
ten in the local language.

Dr. Rama R ao : My question was
why they are not being written in the
local language.

Shri Alagesan: We shall consider 
it. .
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T ele-Communications

•49. Shri Ibrahim : Will the Minis­
ter of Commonicatlons be pleased to 
state the number of officers trained 
abroad so far in order to keep pace 
with the latest developments in 
foreign countries in the field of tele­
communications?

The Minister in the Ministry of 
Communications (Shri Raj Bahadm') :
58.

Shri Ibrahim; May I know the 
names of countries having tele­
communication with India?

Shri Raj Bahadur: That is an en­
tirely different question. This question 
pertains to the officers sent for train­
ing in tele-communication, civil avia­
tion and other subjects, to foreign 
countries.

Shri Telkikar: May 1 know the 
numbers of officers trained State- 
wise?

Siiri Raj Bahadur: The officers are 
in the Central Government and they 
are drawn from all the States. It is not 
possible for me to indicate the State 
of their origin.

F ood G rain Prices

♦50. Shri S. C. Smghal: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) the reasons for the recent in­
crease in prices of food-stuffs and 
other agricultural commodities ;

(b) the steps, if any, taken by Gov­
ernment to reduce the prices ;

(c) how much stock of food grains 
the Government of India and all the 
State Governments have in their pos­
session ; and

(d) whether it is a fact that the Gov­
ernment of India have started purchas­
ing food grains from foreign countries 
and what would be their cost at the 
Indian ports? •




