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shortage. Whenever they require,
they indent for more rice and we give
them. .

Shri G. P. Sinha: May 1 know whe-
ther separate grant or aid has been
provided to different States for
drought-affected areas in different
parts of the country ?

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: There are
standing rules under which the famine-
affected areas will receive aid from
the Centre.

Shri G. P. Sinha: May I know the
aid that has been granted to Chota-
Nagpur in Bihar which has been ex-
periencing drought congitions for
three years? '

Shri M. V. Krishnappa:
about Orissa.

Shri Sarangadhar Das: May 1 know
when the last request from the Orissa
Government came and for what quan-
tity of rice?

Shri M V. Krishnappa : It came
only last month. They asked for
rice and we allotted them 18,000
tons. 1t is being lifted. They have
got some stocks in their godowns also
which they have taken last year.

This is

AccouNTs OFFICE OF EASTERN
RAILWAY

*1468. Shri Rishang Keishing: Will
the Minister of Railways be pleased
to state:

(a) whether the charge of Foreign
Accounts Office has been taken by
North Eastern Railway from Eastern
Railway or Southern Railway; and

(b) if so, where it has been located?

The Deputy Minister of Railways
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): (a)
The Charge of Foreign Goods Traffic
Accounts work has been taken over
by the North Eastern Railway from
‘the  South-Eastern Railway  with
effect from the accounts for April,
’56. As regards Coaching work, ar-
rangements are being made to take
over the charge from July, 56.
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(b) At Calcutta.

Shri M. L. Dwivedi: I request that
Q. No. 1501 may also be taken up
along with Q. 1470,

Shri V. P. Nayar: Both relate to
Heron aircraft.

HERON AIRCRAFT

*1470. Th. Lakshman Singh Charak:
Will the Minister of Communications
be pleased to state :

(a) whether all the Heron Aircrafts
were in order when received; and

(b) whether the Government of
India requested the Indonesian Gov-
ernment to purchase some of the
Heron Aircrafts which are not suit-
able to our needs?

The Minister in the Ministry . of
Communications (Shri Raj Bahadur):

(a) Yes, Sir.
(b) No.

HERON AIRCRAFT

*1501. Shri V. P. Nayar: Will the
Minister of Communications be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Heron Aircraft, purchased by the
Indian Airlines Corporation have not
come up to expectations in their per-
formance;

(b) the ratio of engine failures of
Herons as compared to other types
of Aircraft; and

(c) the agency through which these
Herons were acquired?

The Minister in the Ministry of
Communmications (Shri Raj Bahadur):
(a) Certain defects have been ob-
served and the Manufacturers of the
aircraft are actively engaged in recti-
fying these defects.

(b) It is not possible to work out
the ratio of engine failures of Heron
aircraft with engine failures of other
types of aircraft as no engine of the
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Heron aircraft has completed its full
life period so far,

(c) The Herons were purchased
from the De Havilland Aircraft Com-
pany of U. K. who are the manu-
facturers of this type of aircraft.

Shri Kasliwal: Is it a fact that the
-entirc Heron aircraft all over the
country were grounded recently, and
if so, for what reasons?

Shri Raj Bahadur: It is not exactly
that. Four were grounded on
31-3-1956 for the provision of the
rubber turbine control rod. They
were put in service on 2-4-56. The
-other four were grounded earlier and
had nothing to do with this particular
turbine. They are undergoing the
usual repairs and overhaul.

Shrimati Ammu Swaminadhan; Is it
.a fact that spare parts are not avail-
able for these aircraft?

Shri Raj Babhadur: We have got
enough spare parts; we got them
along with their purchase.

Shri V. P. Nayar: The hon. Minis-
ter said that the ratio of engine
failures of Heron aircraft could not be
calculated as they had not completed
their full life period. Do I take it
that engine failures are calculated
only when the particular type of air-
«craft has outlived its utility?

Shri Raj Bahadur: If I understood
the question correctly, the hon. Mem-
ber wanted certain comparison—com-
parison of the engine failures of this
particular type of aircraft with enginz
failures of another type of aircraft.
This aircraft or this particular type
©of engine has not yet flown its full
life hours. So, the premises are not
the same and a comparison is not
possible.

Shri V. P. Nayar: May I know
‘whether it is not a fact that the Heron
aircraft engine failures are more occa-
sional as compared to the failures in
Dakotas?

Shri Raj Bahadur: 1 do not think
it is a fact. We had some troubles.
1 can give details also; I have got
them. It will take a good deal of
time. But till date, apart from the
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fuel pump failures, there have been
only two or three occasions when
there were failures for other reasons.

Sardar Hukam Singh: Is it a fact
that a particular officer advised
against the purchase of these Herons
at the time when it was intended to
purchase these and that, since then,
he has been suffering heavily? Is' it
his complaint that on account of that
opinion of his, he has been victimised
by certain officers in the Ministry?

Shri Raj Bahadur: That is not at
all a fact. I think the hon. Member
is confusing the purchase of Herons-
with the purchase of Ansons. The
particular incident to which he seems
to refer took place round about 1947
and that pertained to the purchase of
Ansons which were recommended by
certain British officers. So, that does
not relate to the purchase of Herons
and the so-called victimisation or
injustice does not arise from that.

Shri M. S. Gurupadaswamy: Is it a
fact that the Government is negotia-
ting with the English company which
sold this to India for the re-sale of
this at half the price?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I think the hon.
Member claim$ to know much more
than 1 do about this matter. 1 do
not think there is any such thing in
the offing.

Shri Sarangadhar Das: With regard
to engine failures, we know that the
Herons are new and the Dakotas are
old. Will the hon. Minister please
explain why it is not possible to com-
pare the failures of the Herons with
those of the Dakotas? If anything,
it should be much less than the num-
ber of failures in the Dakotas.

Shri Raj Bahadur: I need hardly
repeat what I have already said.

Mr. § : You cannot make a
comparison unless the grounds arg
the same.

Shri G. S. Singh: May I know whe-
ther certain reports appearing in cer-
tain sections of the Press referring
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to the fuel pump failures referred to
by the hon. Minister show that they
are due to excessive sulphur content
in the petrol supplied by a certain oil
company?

Shri Raj Bahadur: That is right.
Chemical analysis has shown that
there was excess percentage of sul-
phur and the fuel pump failures re-
sulted therefrom.'

Shri Jaipal Singh: In view of the
fact that the Herons have been ad-
mitted to be unsuitable for Indian
commercial purposes, is it true or is
it not true that the Ministry have
made a serious endeavour to palm
these eight Herons off to the Air
Force?

Shri Raj Bahadar: We have never
tricd to palm them off the Indian air-
ports, but 1 should like to explain
that the problem before us was, to
provide medium-sized aircraft which
would be sufficient to cope with the
traffic emanating on a particular line
or route. If the traffic is not so much
as would be sufficient for a Dakota
it would not be economical to run
a Dakota and not run a comparatively
smaller aircraft when we have got to
spend about Rs. 650 per hour of
flight on a Dakota and only about
Rs. 530 per hour flight on a Heron.
Therefore, if the number of passen-
gers is only 10, 11 or 12, a Heron
can take it far one hour at a cost of
about Rs. 530 whereas a Dakota will
cost, for the same number of passen-
gers, and for the same amount of
revenue, about Rs. 650. That is the
whole question.

Mr. Speaker: Shri Kamath.

Shri Sarangadhar Das: He has au-
thorised me to put that Question,
Sir.

Mr. Speaker: That will come at the
end.
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Shri V. P. Nayar: May I know whe-
ther the Government have any target.
for the average production per milch
cattle and, if so, what is the target
set in the Second Five Year Plan?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: Sir, I am
afraid this does not, according to me,
arise out of the question. In any
case, I would like to have notice for
it.

Shri Achuthan: Has the Govern-
ment any information as to whether
the required number of Artificial
Insemination Centres have been
opened in all the States provided for
in the First Five Year Plan period?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: Yes, Sir. As I
have already stated, we have exceeded
the target by at least one centre.
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Shri K. C. Sodhia: May I know

whether the measures taken have
been evaluated?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh:
follow the question.

I could not





