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they us6d to be. But we have, ftt the 
same time, warned the industry diat 
if within a reasonable time sufficient 
number of cheap sets are not forth* 

•coming, we might ourselves have to 
look into the matter.

Shrimati A. Kale: The Minister
has said that the Radio Month was 
very successful. May I request him 
to have, therefore, a Radio Week once 
in every three months, so that there 
may not be any very heavy expendi­
ture ?

Dr. Lanka Sundatam: Is it a fact 
that two years ago the Research Divi­
sion of the A. I. R. assembled a model 
set costing Rs. 80 and. if so. what has 
happened to the same for purposes 
of mass production?

Dr. K ed ar: The Division did
assemble a set which would cost, I 
would not say exactly Rs. 80. but 
round about that sum. To go into 
large-scale production on it was a 
difficult question for us. We did ask 
the industry to take up that question. 
There is a set possibly available for a 
little above Rs. 100. But it is only a 
one-wave set or a medium wave set. 
and a two wave set is not even now 
possible. At least the industry is not 
able to furnish us such a set.

Dr. Lanka Sundanun: Is it a fact 
that the A. I. R. Research Division 
appeared before one of the Statutory 
Committees and demonstrated this set 
and pleaded for funds for its manu­
facture on a mass scale?

Dr. Keskar: A. I. R. did not plead 
ior mass manufacture, but we did want 
that such a set should be manufac­
tured. As I said in answer to a pre­
vious question, we are not yet per­
suaded that the time has come for us 
to intervene in order to produce cheap 
sets as there are other problems which 
are taking up much of our time. If 
we do not find cheap sets coming into 
the market soon we might have to 
think of the question.

Sardar Iqbal Singh: May I know 
whether any r^ional sample survey 
^as conducted for these programmes 
and, if so, what is the result ?

' Dr. Kcikar: Regional sample sur­
vey is conducted ordinarily at all 
stations not only regarding this pro­
gramme but th6 general categories of 
programme. About this also it has 
been conducted, and, as I said, after 
the last Radio MonA, it was. found 
that it was a very successful one.
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•739. Shri Gidwani: Will the Mi­
nister of Woiks Housing and Supply
be pleased to lay a statement on the 
table showing;

(a) the State-wise allocations of 
loans during 1954-55 and 1955-56 un­
der the Low-lncome Group Housing 
Scheme; and

(b) the amounts actually disbursed 
to the State Governments State-wise ?

The Parliamentaiy Secretary to the 
Minister of Worics, Housing and Sup* 
Ply (Shri P. S. Naskar): (a) and (b). 
A  Statement is placed on the Table 
of the Lok Sabha. [See Appendix IV, 
annexure No. 35.] Allocations of 
loans under the Scheme were started 
only from February 1955 and were 
made for the period of the First Plan.

Shri Gidwani: From the statement,
I find that out of a sum of Rs. 2,153.2
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lakhs Mimied, only a sum of 
Rs. 93:63 lakhs has been actually dis­
bursed. May I know whether Govern­
ment have made enquiries from State 
Governments as to why more amount 
has not been utilised?

Shri P. S. Naskar: Probably some 
of the State Governments could not 
create public interest or enthusiasm, 
or the public are not coming forward 
to make use of this scheme.

Shri Gidwani: I understand that 
some States like Assam. Kutch and 
Orissa have not spent any amount, and 
even a progressive State like Bombay 
(Shri U. M. Trivedi : Why call it pro­
gressive ?) has not spent even 20 per 
cent; though there is an acute hous­
ing shortage they have not utilised 
even 20 per cent. May 1 know whe­
ther Government will modify the con­
ditions so that they may utilise the 
amounts ?

The Minister of Works, Housing 
and Supply (Sardar Swaran Singh):
We have examined that point. No 
modification is necessary. And I would 
request the hon. Member to create 
enough enthusiasm among the people 
of Bombay to make use of these loans.

Mr. Speaker: Regarding questions 
in respect of which the Members were 
absent. I propose to give them now 
an opportunity to put only one or two 
supplementary questions, so that they 
may be here in time.

Shri Kamath: As a penalty.
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to Norway in the near future ?

Shri Anil K. Chanda: I am afraid 
I cannot answer it.

Shri Kamath: Is it a fact that there 
is no other Prime Minister in the 
world who receives so many invita­
tions. and accepts so many from fo­
reign countries ?

Shri Anil K. Chanda: There is no 
other Prime Minister in the world to 
compare with ours,

Shri Kamath: 1 mean in this res­
pect only.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member
must be proud of that.
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