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Conference this was discussed. Already
one year has elapsed and the workers
are losing. Could I know precisely the
difficulty faced by the Government ex-
«<cept yielding to the pressure of the
employers?

Shri Abid All: Apart from other
difficulties, the main difficulty for non-
application of the Act to the planta-
tion workers is that the Act itself has
to be amended. The other Bill which
we have introduced here in the month
of September has not come up for dis-
cussion till today. Even if we want to
apply the Act to the piantation
workers, we cannot do it unless the Act
is amended. So, I would request the
hon. Members to help us to accelerate
the disposal of business so that we
may be able to make the Act appli-
cable to more and more workers.

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: On a point of
order, Sir. If the Bill has not been
introduced, how can we pass it?

Mr. Speaker: Let us consider it
separately.

RAILWAY EMPLOYEES

*2206. Shri H. N, Mukerjee: Will
the Minister of Railways be pleased
to state whether it is a fact that
signallers of Fastern Railway have
not received certain benefits accorded
to corresponding categories of work-
ers in certain other Railways?

The Deputy Minister of Ruilways
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): Gov-
ernment have no information about
Signallers of the Eastern Railway being
denied any benefits.

Shri H. N. Mukerjee: May I know
if Government has received certain
representations from the signallers of
Eastern Railway regarding alleged
stoppage of increment and the obliga-
tion of tests additional to the wusual
efficiency tests?

Shri Alagesan: We do not have any
information to that effect. Perhaps they
have been addressed to the Railway
Administration.
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Shri N. B. Chowdhury: May I know
whether there is a fixed quota for pro-
motions to higher posts so far as
signallers in the Eastern Railway are
concerned?

Shri Alagesan: There are a certain
number of head signallers’ posts for
which promotions are made.

Shri N. B. Chowdhury: May I know
whether Government has any figure
regarding the number of promotions
given during last year?

Shri Alagesan: 1 want notice.

Shri S. C. Samanta: Is it not a fact
that signallers serving in the different
Railways for the same period are not
being given promotion suitably?

Shri Alagesan: It is too wide a ques-
tion. This refers to the Eastern Rail-
way. I do not have any information on
those details.

Shri S. C. Samanta: s it not a fact
that some representations have come to
Government about the disparities that
are found in the Eastern Railway and
the South-Eastern Railway”

Shri Alagesan: 1 have already said
that we did not receive anv such repre-
sentations.
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