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LOK SABHA

Tuesday. 15/A May, 1956

The Lok Sabha met at Half Past Ten 
of the Clock.

[Mr. Speaker in the Chair]

ORAL ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS

Diesel Rail Cars on Northern 
Railway

*2198. Shri D. C. Shaima: Will the 
Minister of Railways  be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether Government propose 
to introduce Diesel Rail Cars on the 
Northern Railway during the Second 
Five Year Plan period; and

(b) if so, the total number of the 
cars to be introduced?

The Deputy Miniiter of Rallwayi 
and Tiaiuport (Shri AJagcnn): (a)
Six new Metre Gauge Diesel Rail Cars 
have been put into service on the 
Northern Railway from 20-3-1956.

(b)  On receipt of Broad Gauge 
Diesel Rail Cars on order, it is pro­
posed to put into service 12 on the 
Northern Railway.

Shri D. C. Sharma ;May I know how 
many Diesel cars are goî to be order­
ed during the second Five Year Plan 
and what will be the date of arrival?

Shri Ah«eMUi: As it is, we have 
ordered 24 M.G. and 24 B.O. Rail 
Cars. As I had occasion to point out 
several times on dte floor of tbu House, 
these are being tried on an experi­
mental basis. After the results are 
known, we will decide about future 
ofden.
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Shri D. C. Shanna: May I know how 
long this expmment will last and whe­
ther some scientific assessment of this 
experiment has been arrived at?

Shri AJageMUi: I am told—I am not 
a technical man myself—that  the 
mechanical drive in these cars is of a 
new type. They have just been put on 
the Southern Railway and the Northern 
Railway. They are ako going to be 
tried on the North Eastern Railway. 
After some time lapses, then only, wc 
can be sure of the results.

Zoo at Delhi

*2201. Shri Ram Kriflhan: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agriculture be 
pleased to state:

(a) at what stage is the proposal 
for the establishment of a zoological 
park at Delhi;

(b) whether it is a fact that Gov­
ernment have entrusted to a German 
firm the work of constructing the zco; 
and

(c) if so. the terms of the agree­
ment?

The Minister of Agricaitwc  (Dr. 
W. s. DMiimvkh): (a) A decision to 
establish a 2̂ 1ogical-cum-BotanicaI 
Park in Delhi has been taken. A site 
extending over 240 acres around the 
Purana Qila has l̂ a selected and 
partly occupied. A nucleus staff has 
been appointed and preliminan work 
e.g., construction of roads, staff quar- 
tras. establishment of nursery etc. is in 
progress.

(b) and (c). No, Sir. The Zoo will bo 
constructed through the C.P.W.D. The 
German Experts were invited for preli­
minary discussion before they are 
entrusted with preparii» the lay-out 
and detailed designs of oie Zoological 
Park. Government have not yet taken 
a final decision on this point.
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Shri N. R«cliiah: May I know whe­
ther they are going to start such parks 
in other important cities of the coun­
try?

Dr. P. S. Dedunakh: No. Sir. This is 
the only one.
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Shri G. S. Sin̂: May I know whe­
ther Government-have any scheme for 
procuring local and indigenous fauna 
and animals from other countries?

Shri A. P. Jain: We are collecting 
indigenous fauna and we are also 
negotiating with other countries for 
the import of foreign fauna.

Shri V. P. Najran 1 would like to 
know whether it is a fact that the 
animals in this Zoo will be ke{A in 
their natural surroundings an oiviron- 
ment instead of in cages and I also

want to know whether the Government 
have any scheme for having a represen­
tative of each of the varieties of birds 
in India?

Shri A. P. Jain: Mr. Carl. Hagen- 
beck who is our consultant belongs to 
a family of Zoo specialists who have 
invented the keeping of animals in Aeir 
natural surroundings and the idea is to 
keep them in their natural surround­
ings. As for the birds, they will be kept 
and we will have to work out the 
details.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know why 
Delhi has been selected for this pur­
pose and why some other place near 
some forest should not have been 
selected for the purpose?

Siiri A. P. Jain: To provide amuse­
ment to the hon. Member and his 
friends.

Saurashtra Railway 
Embezzlement Case

*2204. Shri X. B. Vittal Kao: Will 
the Minister of Railways be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether the amount involved 
in the embezzlement by the four 
gazetted officers of ex-Saurashtra Rail­
ways was originally estimated to be 
Rs. 20 lakhs; and

(b) if so. the circumstances under 
which it was scaled down to Rs. 13 
lakhs?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
and Transport (Shri Ahigesan): (a)
No.

(b)  The allegation is not of em­
bezzlement but of irregular purchases. 
The total value of the direct purchases 
made by the ex-Saurashtra Railway 
officers by alleged misuse of their 
powers, amounted to Rs. 13.07.198/8/-. 
The Auditor General has estimated the 
loss involved at Rs. 5,23.792.

Shri T. B. Vlttal Rao: Since the 
findings of the departmental enquiry 
committee have been accepted by the 
Railway Board and they have recom­
mended to the Union Public Service




