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LOK SABHA

Friday, 6th April, 1956

The Lok Sabha met at Halj Past Ten 
of the Clock '

[ r. peaker in the Chair]

TIMING OF MEETINGS OF 
PARLIAMENTARY COM

MITTEES

Mr. Speaker: I understand that, 
even at the outset the want of quorum 
in the House is due to the sittings of 
some Select Committees or some 
other  Parliamentary  Committees 
being held. I would advise hon. 
Members not to hold Select Commit
tee meetings from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
I would not allow any Select Commit
tee or any Committee  to hold its 
meeting when the House is sitting, 
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Again 
and again, all the papers are taking 
it up saying that for want of quorum 
the supreme  Parliament of India is 
not able to meet. 1 would urge on 
all hon. Members to note that the 
whole House, and also hon. Members 
individually, are getting into ridicule 
in the eyes of the world at large. No 
Committee shall hold its sitting from 
10a.m. to 1 P.M. so long as the Par
liament is in session and is sitting. ,

ORAL ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS

Wagon hortage 

*1223. Shri  Jhulan  Sinha: Will 
the Minister of Railways be pleased 
to state :

(a)  whether his attention has been 
drawn to the great difficulties experi
enced by the producers of gur and 
Khandsari during  1955  due to  the 
paucity of railway wagons  supplied 
for transport of the commodities; and
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(b)  if so, the steps taken or pro
posed to be taken this year in advance 
to avoid hardship to those producers?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
and Transport (Siui Alagesan): (a)
Yes.  Representations were received 
about difficulties in the movement of 
Gur and Khandsari during 1955 from 
certain stations on the North Eastern. 
Northern and Southern Railways.

(b)  Special elTorts have been made 
by the Railway  Administrations to 
increase the wagon supply for move
ment of this traffic despite difficulty 
in movements over restricted routes 
via various transhipment points, as is 
evident from the fact that this traffic 
has recorded considerable increase in 
loading during the period from Nov
ember 1955 to February 1956 over 
the corresponding period of the pre
vious year.

Siiri Jiiulaii Siniia: May I know if 
the attention of the Government has 
been drawn to the special transport 
difficulties, especially in North Bihar, 
in this respect?

Siiri Alagesan: In all these places, 
as I said, there has been a greater 
amount of loading this year.  Also, 
the quotas have been increased and 
in some cases special trains have also 
been run.

TO WfW  : WT

ts ^

'V ■

Shri Alagesan: His Hindi was a bit 
too fast for me to follow. He was 
also indistinct.

Mr. Speaker: Shri Garg.

Shri R. P. Gaig: In view of the 
fact that the paucity of wagons leads 
to illicit and corrupt practices on the
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part of the railwaymen. may 1 know 
the steps proposed to be taken by the 
Government in order to put those 
practices to an end?

Shri Alageran: Along with  the 
need to move sugar, there is also the 
movement of commodities like sugar
cane, tea, jute, etc.  So, there is a 
greater demand  between November 
and June for wagon loadings. But, 
as the House  knows, various steps 
are being taken to increase the manu
facture of wagons in this country it
self.

Mr. Speaker: Shri Dabhi.  Some 
hon. Member is laughing. Am 1 to 
take it that the hon. Member is put
ting the question?

The Minister of Agricolture (Dr. 
P. S. Deshmukh): All the four Mem
bers who have  tabled this question 
are absent.

Mr. Spealier : But how am I to 
know it if there is talk? I might sus
pend the House and give half an 
hour for hon. Members to carry on 
conversation inside the House!

It is very wrong that not even one 
out of the four Members who have 
tabled this question is present.
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TO vSTHT f iwT WT ̂ K«i f 

Til*!  fVm vt  ?

Shri Alagesan: I think the traffic
terms from the letters A jo Z have 
been more or less finalised, but the 
publication, I think, has been made 
from A to H. 1 hope the rest will 
be published soon.  Regarding  the 
other departments also, the finalisation 
of the terms is going on. It is a 
work which has to be done rather 
carefully.

«ft arf̂JT #  ift
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Shri Alagesan: I do not have the 
figures before me to show how many 
railway employees at present know 
Hindi or are proficient in Hindi and 
how many are not acquainted with 
Hindi. But, as I said in the state
ment. we aie taking certain steps to 
acquaint the present employees with 
a knowledge of Hindi. It is proposed 
to introduce this subject in the train
ing schools also so that they may pass 
a simple test before they go out of 
the training schools, especially in the 
non-Hindi speaking areas. I am not 
able to give the percentage of Hindi- 
knowing employees as compared to 
the total number.
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