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study our railway conditions. What is
the definite policy of Government in
this line? Are we going to send our
boys ‘and train them up, or call out-
siders to study our railways?

Shri Alagesan: This study will
cover the operational and mechanical
aspects of the railways. It is a much
broader study and it was thought that
it would be better to. javite a team of
experts from that country so that they
can give us the benefit of their advice.

Sardar A. S. Saigal: Is it a fact that
since 1954 the United States Govern-
ment has been co-operating with India
in railway rehabilitation? What is the
amount that has been committed io
the programme of economic develop-
ment?

Shri Alagesan: I do not have the
acfual figures regarding economic
assistance from the U.S.A. to the rail-
ways.

Hmpi IN THE RAILWAYS

*507. Shri Siddananjappa: Will the
Minister of Railways be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the Conference of
General Managers of Indian Railways
recently held in New Delhi, discus-
sed the progress which had been made
in the introduction of Hindi in the
Railways; and

(b) if so, the plans thought out by
the Conference to take more positive
action early in order to accelerate
the tempo?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Mipister of Railways and Transport
(Shri Shahnawaz Klmn) (a) and (b)
The question was “discussed and the
steps that should be ‘taken in this
regard were indicated to the General
Managers.

Shri Siddananjappa: May I know
what those steps are?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: The first is

to start Hindi sections in all head-
quarters;
classes; thirdly to start thinking about
translating the manuals in Hindi.

Dr. Lanka Sondaram: Thinking
about!

6 MARCH 1956

secondly to start Hindi-
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Shri Siddananjappa: May I know
whether the question of making Hindi--
speaking officers learn one of the
South Indian regional languages has.
been considered?

Shri Nambiar: Preferably Tamjl.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: This does not.
relate to the other 14 or 13 languages.

Shri B. S. Murthy: In his Budget.
speech the hon. Minister was pleased
to state that voluntary classes are be--
ing held by the railway staff in a num-
ber of places. May I know whether
any other facilities are provided to
these voluntary classes?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Does the
hon. Member mean facilities to teach.
other languages?

Shri B. S. Murthy: Hindi.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: What are the:
other facilities?

Shri B. S. Murthy: Other facilities
such as supply of books, literature.
eté.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: There are
other big, important questions. A man
who goes to read must have a book.
As to wherefrom he gets it.........

Shri K. K. Basu: The hon. Minister
said one of the steps is adaptation intor
Hindi of some of the terms now used
in English. In doing this translation.
or paribhasha, may I know whether
they are taking the help of literatures
or oply of the men from their depart-

“ ment?

Shri Shabnawaz Khan: We have
good men in the department also.

Shri K. K. Basu: Please don’t do
that. o

The Deputy . Minister of Railways
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): We
also consult the Education Ministry
who are supposed to be experts in the
matter.

Shri T. S. A. Chettiar: May I know
whether care will be taken to see that
the people in the rural areas do not
suffer, that it is not hurried up, and
that these are first published in the
regional languages and later on in
Hindi?
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Shri Alagesan: We will keep in
mind the importance of the regional
languages in this connection.
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LokUR COMMITTEE

*508. Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha:
Will the Minister of Transport be
pleased to refer to the reply given to
Unstarred Question No. 367 on the
8th December, 1955 and state:

(a) whether the Lokur Enquiry
Committee has since submittedsits re-
port to Government;

(b) if so, the main findings- and
recommendations of the Committec
regarding  Bihar  Steamer  Services;
and

(c) the steps Government have taken
or propose to take for the implemen-
tation of the recommendations of the
Committee?

The Deputy Minister of Railways
;nd g‘nnspon (Shri Alagesan): (a)
es, Sir.

(b) Shri Lokur has recommended
that a traffic survey should be carried
out with a view to determine the addi-
tional number of vessels that should
be brought into commission. He has
also recommended that in the mean-
while the frequency of Patna-Buxar
and Patna-Burhaj feeder services
should be increased to thrice weekly
and that two additional steamers be
put on the main Ganga Despatch
Service for a trial period of at least
one year.
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(c) The Joint Steamer Companies
have been asked to take steps to
increase the frequency of services.
Arrangements are being made for the
traffic survey. )

Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha: May
I know the total mileage at present and
the number of steamer services operat-
ing at present in the Ganga?

Shri Alagesan: They are operating
between Calcutta and Patna—I do not
have the exact distance between these
two points—and between Patna and
Buxar. Here also I do not have the
actual distance between the two points.

Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha: May I
know whether it is a fact that the num-
ber of feeder steamers have becn
reduced slowly by the companies, in
spite of the understanding arrived at
between the steamer companies and
the Central Government in 1949 that
at least six feeder services should be
operated in this area?

Shri Alagesan: All this has been
examined by the committee which
went into this question, and it has
recommended strengthening the ser-
vices.

Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha: May
I know whether the steamer com-
panies have expressed the view that
they are unable to operate those
services that have been diverted to
Pakistan and they are also unable to
divert those services from Pakistan to
India because the Pakistan Govern-
ment would not allow them to be
diverted to the lines that were operat-
ing before?

Shri Alagesan: This was one of the
points mentioned by them, but this
point was considered in a conference
of the steamer companies, the Bihar
Government, the railways and also
the labour unions. “
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