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The Minister of Revenue r ad Civil 
Expenditure (Shri M. C* Shah)t (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) DoeS' not arise.
(c) The amounts assessed and paid 

are;

Assessed Paid

19 5 4 -5 5 £ 76,500 £ 76,500 (This is 
provisional and the 
final figure has 
not yet been 
advised by the 
Commonwealth Re
lations Office)

1955-56 Nil. Nil (from 1-4-55 
onwards no agency 
fee is payable to 
the Common
wealth Relations 
Office)

Shri Shree Narayan Das: Since this 
wori  ̂ has been taken over from the Com
monwealth Relations Office may I know 
whether there has been any increase in 
the staff of the High Commissioner’s 
Office to do all these functions?

Shri M . C . Shah: I have not got 
exact information, but a slight increase 
ii necessary.

Defence Minister’s Foreign 
Tour

*11X2. Sardar Hukam Singh: Will
the Minister of Defence be pleased to 
state:

(a) which countries were vi ited by 
the Minister of Defence Organisation 
during his recent tour abroad; and .

(b) whether he could ascertain which 
countries could give us best defence ma
terials for our requirement on a suitable 
price?

The Deputy Minister of Defence 
(Sardar Majithla): (a) The U.K, France, 
West Germany, Switzerland and Czecho
slovakia;

(b) Information regarding the type 
of Defence equipment which is available 
in these countries, was obtained and this 
information will be of value when equip
ment of similar type is either manufactui^ 
in India, or purchased from these coun
tries.

Sardar Hukam Singh: May I know 
whether any commitmeits have been 
made with any of these countries which 
he visited, for the purchase of any parti
cular material ?

Sardar Majithla: No were made.

Sardar Hukam Singh: May I know
whether any decisions have been taken 
that it would be profitable for us to buy 
certain materials from particular, coun
tries?

Sardar Majithia: The question of 
decision docs not arise, because we always 
check up what we want and, as the Minis
ter of Defence Organisation has visited 
these countries and the installations, he 
will have an overall picture of Wiiat is 
produced there and therefore the Defence 
Ministry will benefit by it.

Sardar Hukam Singh: May I know 
whether these were the only countries 
where he wanted to assess whether We 
could get any material, or does he propose 
to visit other countries before wc take any 
decisions ? '

Sardar Majithia: For the time being 
these were the countries which were pro
ducing material which we thought might 
be useful for us and they are well ahead 
in technical developments so far as those 
armaments are concerned.

Shri Shree Narayan Das: Msy I
Imow the number of experts— and the 
subjects in which they were experts—  
who accompanied the hon. Minister during 
the tour ?

Sardar Majithia: Yes, certainly; it 
comprised of the Chief of the General 
Staff, the Master^General of Ordnance, 
the Additional Direcior General of Ord
nance Factories, along with the Financial 
Adviser and the Defence Secretary.

Shri B. D. Pant: Which is the chief 
country on which we are dependent for 
our defence materials?

U Majithiax At the moment it ia
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