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Overseas Telephone Link

*1089. ShriShree Narayan Das: Will
the Minister of Communications be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the proposal regarding
Calcutta having direct phone link with
the West has been finalised ;

(b) if so, the nature of the proposal;
and

a
(c) the estimated expenditure for this
scherre and the programme of its com-
g letion ?

The Deput;l:ﬂnlster of Communi-
eations (Shri Raj Bahadur) : (a) and
(b). In the matter of overseas communi-
cations, the connections are usually between
two countries and not particular centres.
From this point of view the question of
connecting  Calcutta with the ‘West’
does not arise. Calcurta is, however, being
connected with London by radio phone
very shortly to suit the traffic conditions.

(c) As the staff and the majority
of the technical equipments are common
for the radio-telephone, radijo-telegraph
and radio-photo serviges, it is not possible
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to give the expenditure on the establishment
of 1adio-telephone only, The total cost
on the Calcutta ctation is however, expected
to be of the order of Rs. 38 lakhs in the
First Plan and Rs. 60 lakhs in the Second
Plan period.

P.& T. Staft

{ Sardar Hukam Singh:
.'°9°“(_Shrl Bahadur Singh:

Will the Minister of Communications
be pleased to state:

_. (a) the progress made during 1955,
in recreational activities for the benegt
of the Departmental employees in Posw
and Telegraphs; and

(b) whether it is proposed to hold an
athletic meet before the end of the year
1955-56?

The Deputi Minister of Commuyni-
cations (Shri :f Bahadur): (a) 49 new
staff recreation clubs have been opened
during 1955 to-date to provide facilities
for indoor and outdoor games, library and
reading room facilities, etc. In addition
to this, two new ventures vig,, the All India
Cultural Meet and Arts and Crafts Exhibi-
tion were organised during the year besides

‘the All India Sports Meet at Pama in

January 195s.

(b) Yes,'at Calcutta from 16th to 19th
Pebruary 1956.
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