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The Minister of Commerce ( Shrl 
Karmarkar) t (a) The total stock of 
tobacco in the Gujerat area on 30-9-55 was 
136 million lbs. Information regarding 
how much of this >̂ as produced in each 
year from 1952 onwards is not readily 
available.

(b) and (c) Gujerat mainly produces 
hidi tobacco. There is very little demand 
from foreign countries for such tobacco. 
The steps that are being taken by Govern
ment to stimulate exports of Indian to
bacco, including kidi tobacco ar? con
tained in the statement which is laid on the 
Table of the House. Appendix VI.
Annexure No. 9].

Salt

*1034. Shrl S. C. Samanta t Will the 
Minister of Production be pleased to 
state:

(a) the steps taken by Government 
to open new salt works on the Eastern 
Coast during the First Five Year 
Plani

(b) whether there arc any fresh 
proposals for the Second Five Year 
Plan ; and

(c) whether the salt areas in Contai
in Midnapur Distiict and those in
Sundarbans in 24 Paiganas Districts in
West Bengal have been taken into
consideration r

The Deputy Minister of Production 
(Shri Satish Chandra) : (a) to (c). 
Government have not themselves opened 
any new salt works on the East Coast or 
elsewhere but the Salt Department have 
been encouraging the production of Salt 
and also impiovement m quality of salt, 
by giving technical help and advice to the 
private manufacturers. As a result 
of this encouragement and help, salt pro
duction on the East Coast has increased 
from 152 lakh maunds in 1949 to 244 
lakh maunds in 1953. The production 
in 1954 showed a slight decrease due to 
adverse weather conditions.

During the Second Five Year Plan 
period, it is proposed to spend a considera
ble sum for the development and improve
ment of salt works on the East Coast out 
of which nearly rupees 10 lakhs will be 
for the development of salt vorks in the 
Calcutta region, including Contai and 
Sundarbans in West Bengal.

The West Bengal Government are cx>n8Ulting the Salt Conunissionrr on certain schemes for encouraging produc- 
cn of salL
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Ne F̂Sprlnt Factory at Bhavanisagar

1036. Dr. Ram Subhag Singh s Will 
the Minister of Commerce and Indus
try be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose 
to set up a newsprint faaory at 
Bhavanisagar at the foot of the Nil- 
giris;

(b) if so, whether any plan has 
been prepared therefor;

(c) the estimated cost at which it 
will be constructed; and

itart(d) when the construction woik wik 
m ?  ^




