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(c) whether it is a fact that revised
estimates have been submitted, and if
80, the additional cost involved and the
reasons therefog ?

The Deputy Minister of Railways
and Transport (Shri Alagesan) : (a)
The overall progress of the bridge part
of the structure'was 21 per cent upto 30th
September, 1955. The progress 1s satis-
factory.

(b) About Rs. 8:81 lakhs upto the
end of September 19s5.

(c) Yes. The additional cost involved
is Rs. 20°s1 lakhs. The revised estimate
is under examination. In st:gport of the
increase in estimated cost, the following
reasons have been stated by the Special
Chief Engineer, Andhra.

(1) The rates provided for in the origin-
al estimate required revision in the light
ofrclctmnt schedule of rates in Vijayawada
circle. .

(2) Lump sum provisions made for cer-
tain items were found to be inadequate
on further examination, and

(3) certain it not provided for in
the sanctioned ::Emte have to be pro-
vided now.

Shri B. 8. Murthy: May I know
whether it is a fact that inadequate supply
of raw materials was responsible for not
making such progress as was expected ?

Shri Alagesan: In fact, we come in
only for contributing that portion of the
cost which relates to the bridge-part of the
whole project. This is being handled
by the ra State P. W. D. I am not
aware of the supply ition, but as far
as we are able to understand, we are told
Lhnt the progress is satisfactory up-to-

ate.

Shri Nanadas: May I know if the
Govegnment has fixed any target date
for the completion of the works on this
project, and, if so, what is the date?

iShrlAh'e’un: 1 am not aware of
t, ! :

P. & T. Runners’ Lines

*g38. Shri Bahadur Singh : Will
the Minister of Communications be
pleased to state :

(a) the number of runners’ lines re-
laced b{qmotor services during the year
E-om' 13t November, 1954 to 1st November,
1955 in different circles in the ocountry;

(b) the t tal mileage] over which the
motor services operated ongist ‘November,
1953.
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The Deputy Minister of Communi-
cations (Shri Raj Bahadur) : (3) and
(b). A statement containing tht required
information is placed on the Table of the
II:IOk Sg}bha [See Appendix III, Annexure

0. 56].

Shri Bahadur Singh : May I know
what was il.c maximum duration of time
taken by the runners’ lines on any of these
routes which have been replaced and what
will be the maximum time now taken.by
the mail service on the same routes?

Shri Raj Bahadur : It is expected
that during 1956-57, we shall be havi
as many as 686 lincs given to motor a
other means of transport.

Shri Bahadur Singh: May I know
what will be the additional average ex-
penditure on running a mail scrvice for a
particular route ?

Shri Raj Bahadur : It is very diffi-
cult to calculate the cost. ‘It sometimes
proves economical and sometimes it does
not.

Shri Bahadur Singh : What is the
total mileage that is expected to be covered
still in respect of the runners’ lines, after
the expiry of the next financial year?

Shri Raj Bahadur: As I said, in
certain cases it might prove to be
cconomical. The objective that we have got
in view is not saving of expenditure but
speeding up the transit of mails.
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l(azlpet-Gt'ldur Rallway Line

*521. Shri T. B. Vittal Rao : Will
the "Minister of Railways be pleased to
refer to the reply given terStarred Question
No. 2461 on the 3oth September, 1955
and state at what stage is the survey for
laying an alternative line between Kazipet
and Gudur to relieve the congestion on
the present track on this section?

The Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Railways and Trans-
port (Shri Shahnawaz Khan) : No
decision has yet been taken.

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao : We were
told in January of this year that this
question is under examination. May I
know When this protracted consideration
will reach the stage of finality?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan : Recently
there was a meeting at which all the General
Managers were called. The General
Manager, Southern Railway, was asked to
-submit his estimates as soon as ssible,
but I might tell the hon. Mem that
there are two proposals under considera-
tion. One is to lay a line from Kazipet to
Nellore. The alternative suggestion is to
have a line from Bezwada to Gudur. No
decision has yet been taken as to which
of these lines is to be constructed.

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: The Parlia-
‘memtary Secretary rcferred to some esti-
mates. May I know in what connection
«do those estimates come in?

The Deputy Minister of Railways
and Transport (Shri Alagesan) : There
was a survey estimate of the alternative
line. There was also the other estimate
for doubling the line. As the Parlia-
mentary Secretary just now said, the Genee
fal Manager has been asked to submit
«stimates for doubling a length, roughly,
of 25 miles and include the scheme in the
next year's programme.

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao : May I know
whether the necd for this railway line is
zecognised on operational grounds, because
the line between Kazipet and Bezwada
has reached saturation point ?
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Shri Shahnawazx Khan : The pro-
posed line between Kazipet and Nellore
would be 346 miles and the cost of this
would be roughly Rs. 27:6 crores. The
other line which would mean doubling .or
rather laying another track between Bez-
wada and éudur would be much shorter.
It is more than 100 miles shorter. If the
duration of time -for completion of the
work is taken into account, the line from
Bezwada to Gudur would be finished in
ayear and a half earlier than the other, and’
the cost also would be very much less.
It is in the neighbourhood of Rs. 12 crores.

‘Shri B. S. Murthy : Apart from
the removal of the bottle-neck at Bezwada,
is it not a fact that the Kazipet -Macherla-
Gudur line will open # a new line con-
necting the industrial area at Nandikonda
project ?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan : That is so,
but then the other considerations of time
and the urgency of providing transport
to eogc with the requirements during the
second Five Year Plan period are cven

~ more pressing.
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