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Dr, P. S. Dethmukh] There is oo 
proposal at present for associating any 

[foreign experts.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know if 
this Commission will be empowered to 
visit other countries also where forestry 
has attained a high degree of perfection?

Dr. P. S. Dethmukh: It is not one
of the functions of this Commission to 
study forestry; we have already sufficient 
knowledge  ̂ but occasion may arise pro
bably if they consider it necessary to 
undertake such a study.

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): I may add that 
the question of setting up the Commission 
is under consideration and the hon. 
Member will do well to wait for a short 
while until things have crystallised.

L L.O. Committee on Plantation

*501. Shri Bibhuti Mishras Will 
the Minister of la b o u r  be pleased to 
state:

(a) the main decisions arrived at the 
third session of International Labour 
Organisation Committee on Plantation 
which was held at Geneva from thfe 17th 
to the 29th October  ̂ 1955; and

(b) how far Indian plantation 
labourers will be benefited from those 
decisions ?

The Deputy Minister of Labour 
(Shri Abid Ali): (a) and (b). These hâ e 
Hot been communicated yet but will b t  
examined on reccipL

I may, however, add that the report 
since received from our delegate shows 
that he has succccded in persuading the 
governing body to place the subject o f

filantation labour on the agenda of the 
nternational Labour Conference so that 

a convention or recommendation may be 
adopted by the Conference on this subject 
at an early session of the International 
Labour Conference. The Government of 
India has been desiring this for some time 
past.
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Renewals of Railway Line Sleepers

*504* Shri M» S« Gurupadaswamy t
Will the Minister of Railwys be pleased 
to state :

(a) the total mileage of sleeper re
newals completed during the current 
year till the 30th ' September, I 955. >*

(b) whether it is a fact that the pro
gress of work is not according to the 
schedule i '

(c) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(d) the steps taken for early execution 
of this work?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Railways and Transport 
(Shri Shah Nawas Khan) : (a) About 
408 miles.

(b) Yes, Sir.
(c) Non-availability of sleepers and/or 

fittings in time.

(d) All possible arrangements are being 
made to procure sleepers and fitting from 
indigenous sources and abroad to meet 
requirements.

Shri M. S. Gurupadaswamy 1 May
I know the total mileage of railways on 
Which renewals have siill to take place?

Shri Shahnawax Khan : Hverx year we 
have a programme for these renewal 
and generally programme a^ ut 1^00 
miles every year and most of the worl: is 
done after the monsoon.

am yt MayQu**iipe -̂1  ̂ - ___r
I ask whether it is a fact that in the South
ern  Railway the renewals are done ve^ 
slowly as compared to the renewals m 
the other Railways, and may I know the 
reasons for it?

Shri Shahnawa* Khan : In mott^
cases the causes are beyond our control 
for one thing, thpe availability of woodra 
tleepers. There is an acute shortage r f  
wooden ilecpen. Also, orders for lartal
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sleepers or cast iron sleepers, wliich are 
imported, arc placcd iJy Ministries other 
than ihc Railway Ministry. We have 
to depend upon the availability of these 
materials.
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Th« Deputy Minister of Railway* 
•n Transport (Shrl Alagetan) i 1
thl k the wooden sleepers’ age is about 
15 to 18 years, whereat the age of cast 
Iron or steel sleepers is about 30 years; 
they are costlier to begin with, but in 
di« long nin they are cheaper. '
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