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Colombo Platt

ShrlS. N.  Das : Will  the 
Minister of Finance be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a  fact  that  the 
Government  of Australia has  decid
ed to offer a number of scholar  ships 
to be awarded to such Asian  students 
as would like  to  study  through  the 
’Mail Box* under the  Colombo Plan ;

(b) if so,  whether any India stu
dents have applied  for  such scholar
ships ;

(c> the details of the  scheme ;  and

(d)  whether  education  under this 
scheme has commenced ?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Finance (Shri B. R. Bhagat):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Some enquiries have been received.

(c) Details of the Scheme have not 
been finalised yet.

(d) No.

Shri S. N,  Das: May I know the
subjects for which scholarships have been 
•ffered or are going to be offered ?

Shri B. R. Bhagat: Originally the
offer made by the Australian Government 
was for courses of a technical and academic 
nature including  engineering,  motor 
mechanics, building construction, agricul
ture "̂and accountancy, but we want to 
restrict it to those fields of study where 
laboratory training is not very important. 
As such, we have proposed shorthand, 
typewriting, book-keeping,  accounting, 
auditing,  commercial  Taw,  advanced 
accounting etc.

Shri S. N. Das: What is the nature 
of the enquiry that has been made by that 
.Government ?

Shri B. R. Bhagat: Enquiries have
been made by students who want to apply, 
not by the Government.
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Dr. M. M. Das: No daily allowance 
as such is given to these artists but kit 
allowance, upkeep allowance and some 
pocketmoney in given.
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Dr. M. M. Das: If the hon. Member 
nts to know details of the actual amounts 

that have been paid, 1 would require 
notice.

Shri Ramachan<lra Reddi: May
I know the expenditure, if any, incurred 
by the Government in this behalf?

Dr. M. M. Das: It will come to about 
Rs. 3,00,000.

Shri Kamath: Are these cultural
delegations required to submit  reports 
of their tour to the Ministry, and if \go, 
will such reports be laid on the Table of 
the House?

Dr. M. M. Das: As a rule, they sub
mit a report to the Government.

Shri Kamath: But will it be laid on 
the Table of the House?

Dr. M* M» Dast Up till now, so fw 
as my information goes—I cannot com
mit myself on this point—no such report 
is laid on the Table of the House.




