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Dr. M. M. Das : Only the other day I 
replied that we have to bring down our 
targets in the Second Five Year Plan and 
I said that only one-fourth of the total 
primary schools in the country will be 
converted into basic schools during the next 
Five Year Plan.

Statues

'̂2093. Shri .S. C. Samanta : Will 
the Minister of Education be pleased 
to refer to the reply given to starred ques
tion No. 2362 on the i8th April, 1955 
and state the decision taken by Govern
ment regarding the statues of foreig:n rulers 
and others installed in public places ?

.  The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Education (Dr. M. M. Das):
The matter is still under consideration.

Shri S. C. Samanta: Last time we 
were informed that the opinions of the 
State Governments have been received. 
May I know whether those opinions arc 
conflicting and if so, how the decision 
will be taken ?

Dr. M. M, Das: We do not say that they 
are conflicting but they are at variance with 
each other.  Some of the State Govern
ments are in favour of removal, some arc 
in favour of partial removal and some say 
that they will be guided by the policy of 
the Central Government.

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know 
whether the eminent historians of India 
have been consulted in the matter?

Dr. M. M. Das : We have not consulted 
the eminent historians of this land about 
this question, but, if my memory does not 
betray me, a few months back an eminent 
historian Sir JoJunath Sirkar published 
a letter in some newspaper in which he 
said that these statues etc. belong to his
tory and that they should be preserved as 
historical monuments.

Mr, Speaker: Next question.

Shri Raghavachari: I want to put
one question, Sir.

iVb. Speaker : I am going to the next 
question now.
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