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ae MCDe figure U being mentioned even 
now. I would like to loAow whether there 
has been any progress or any rise in produc
tion since last year.

Smrdar Majlthiat As I said, due to 
shoruge of cenain raw materials, we could 
not increase it any further.
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Sbrim ati Suahftma Sen : May I
known whether Government have any 
tichcme for the utilisation of the mica found 
in South Bhagalpur ?

Dr* K. L. Shrlm ali : If the hon. 
member gives notice, T shall try to answer 
that question.

*i8i6. Shrl Bluifwat Jlui Attmdt
Will the Minister of iSom t A lik irs be 
pleased o state :

(a) whether any decision has been 
taken for the purchase of a second 
ship to connect the Andaman Islands 
with the mainland ; and

(b) whether Government propose to 
take up the development of the ports 
Qfthese Islands ?

The Deputy M laitter o f  Home 
Affair* (Shri bmtMT)i (a) Yes, it is 
proposed to acquire a vessel as soon as 
may be possible.

(b) Yes; it is proposed to consider 
schemes for the development of some ports 
for the Second Five Year Plan.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad : May I
know that will be the frequency of the 
service between India and the Andamans 
as a result of buying this vessel, which 
is being demanded for a long time r

Shri Datar : The frequency expect
ed would be one sortie every week.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad : What
would be the cost of the ship which is 
proposed to be bought ?

Shr! Diitar : It is ptoposed to pur
chase a second-hand ship. The cost is 
expected to be Rs. 30 lakhs.

Shri Bhagwat fha Asad x May
I know whether there has been any attempt 
to develop communications between the 
three Andamans— North Andamans,
Middle Andamans and South Andamans 
— in the past years ?

Shri Datar : I have answered that
question already. That point is also 
under acute examination. ,

Shri Kamath : It is a fact that our 
hon. colleague in this House, Bishop 
Richardson, who represents those islands, 
is unable to attend sessions here because 
he is often stranded owing to lack of 
transport facilities ?

Shri Datar : Government are aware 
of the hardship caused to the hon. Mem> 
ber, and they are trying to do their best 
to remove it.

Canteen Stores Department

^1819* Shri Ram Dass : Will the 
Minister of Defence be pleased to refer 
to the answer given to a supplementary 
question to Starred Question No. 1924 
on the 5th April. 1955 and state :

(a) whether the pay scales of the 
employees of the Canteen Stores 
Department have been equated with 
those of Government employees ; and




