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question of including a suitable scheme
of planting of rubber in the Second
Five Year Plan is under consideration.

STEEL PLANT

*1604. Thakur Jugal Kishore Sinha:
Wiil the Minister of Production be
pleased to state:

(a) the comparative claims of the
sites that were visited by the Russian
experts in connection with the location
of Iron and Steel Plant;

(b) the reason for selecting a site in
Madhya Pradesh; and

(c) what is the relative advantage
of the site selected to the sites rejected
by the experts?

The Minister of Production (Shri K.
C. Reddy): (a) to (c). The Soviet Team
of experts considered six sites for the
Steel Plant, namely Gondia, Bilai and
Champa in Madhya Pradesh, Durgapur
in West Bengal, and Sindri and Bokaro
in Bihar, as well as the alternative of
locating the plant in Madras or My-
sore State. On the basis of a compara-
tive examination of the availability of
raw materials like iron ore, steam coal,
and limestone, the cost of transporta-
tion of these raw materials and of the
finished products and the water and
power resources, the Soviet Team of
experts recommended the Bhilai region
of the Madhya Pradesh State as the
most economical location for the estab-
lishment of the stcel plant. The Gov-
ernment considered this Report and the
opinions given by the Indian experts
and approved of the recommendation
of the Soviet experts.

YARN

*1605. Shri M. S. Gurupadaswamy:
Will the Minister of Commerce and
Industry be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fuct that Govern-
ment have prohibited the purchase of
yarn by owners of spinning plants;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) hew much additional yarn will be
available to handloom industry every
month on this account?
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The Deputy Minister of Commerce
and Industry (Shri Kanungo): (a) No,
Sir. There are orders, however, that a
producer having a spinning plant cans
not purchase yarn except w.th the per-
mission of the Textile Commissioner.

(b) and (c). The object of the order
is to ensure that supplies of yarn to
the handloom industry are well main-
tained. It is not possible to estimate,
however, what additional supplies
would be thus available.

LaBoUR EMPLOYED IN O1n. REFINERIES

*1606. Shrimati Ila Palchoudhury:
Will the Minister of Production be
pleased to lay a statement on the Table
of the House showing the number ot
Indian technical and non-technical
labcur employed at present in the
Burmah-Shell and Stanvac Refineries
separately?

The Minister of Production (Shri K.
C. Reddy): The total number of Indian
technical and non-technical (i.e., skilled
and unskilled) labour employed by the
iwo refineries as on 10-3-1955 was ag
under:—

Standard-Vacuum 478
Burmah-Shell 643
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