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*2961. Shri Kriahnacharya Joshi:
Will the Minister of Railways be 
pleased to state:

(a) the total number of quarters
coni^ructed for the Railway staff 
during 1954; and ,

(b) the amount spent thereon?

The Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister of Railways and Trans­
port (Shri Shahnawaz Khan); (a) 
Record of quarters is maintained for 
firancial years and not calendar 
years. The total number of quarters 
expected to be completed for rail­
way employees during the year
1954-55 was 10,407.

(b) Rs. 4,62,88 lakhs approximate­
ly.

Shri Krishnacharyg Joshi: May I
know the total number of railway 
employees and may I also know the 
number of employees who have been 
allotted quarters so far?

Shri Shahnawas Khan: The total
number of persons employed by the 
Railways is in the neighbourhood of 
one million. In September 1954, 
only about 4,00,000 railway employe­
es were accommodated in quarters 
built by the Railways.

Shri Krislinacharya Joshi: Have
the Government assessed the need 
of quarters for employees and in 
how many years they will complete 
the construction?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: We are
spending very nearly Rs. 5 i ores 
annually on building quarters for the 
Railway staff. The Railways are 
very hard pressed for funds because 
they have to do so many other things 
in addition to building quarters. In 
addition to all these, one of the main 
difficulties that comes in the way of 
constructing quarters rapidly is the 
shortage of cement and steel. Never­
theless, the Railways are fully aware 
of the urgency of providing quarters 
and we are doing whatever is possi­
ble.

Shri Krishnacharya Joshi: May I
know whether any rent is charged 
for the quarter?

Shri Shalmawaz Khan:. Rent is 
charged from all Railway employees 
other than class IV staff. Those 
Railway employees who are not pro­
vided with Railway quarters are 
given accommodation allowance.

Shri Muniswamy: May I know
whether it is a fact that an essential 
list is maintained for the allotment 
of quarters to Railway staff, and if 
so, whether any changes have been 
made recently and some of the staff 
who have been kept in the essential 
list were removed? If so, have any 
representations been received in that 
respect?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Accor­
ding to the policy that is being 
followed by the Railways, the essen­
tial staff have priority so far as pro­
vision of quarters is concerned. 
Essential staff are those staff who 
have to live near the site of their 
work because they might be called 
at any moment.
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