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Coal

‘=̂ 507. Or. Ram Subhag Sin^h: Will 
the Minister of Production be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether Grovemmeiit envisage 
an increase in the demand for coa! 
a'uring the Second Five Year Plan 
period;

(b) if so, by what percentage; and

(c) the steps taken or proposed to 
be taken to increase the annual output 
of coal to meet that demand?

The Minister of Production (Shri 
K. C. Reddy): (a) Yes.

(b) An assessment of the increase 
in demand is in progress. It is how­
ever estimated that the demand may 
increase by more than a third during 
the Second Five Year Plan period.

(c) Schemes for increasing the 
annual output to meet the increased 
demand are being drawn up by the 
Coal Commissioner for the considera> 
tion of Government in consultation 
with the Planning Commission.

H andloom P roducts

*2511. Shri Balakrishnan: Will the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a large 
sMock of handloom products has 
accumulated in the emporia and sales 
department in the Madras State; and

(b) whether Government propose to 
start Hundi sales to clear the stocks?

The Deputy Minister of Cinnmerce 
and Industry (Shri Kanungo); (a)
Yes, Sir. But Government do not 
consider the accumulations to be 
either large or serious as seasonal 
fluctuations in stocks have to be ex­
pected.

(b) Though the Government of 
India have not decided to start 
Hundi sales, other measures to ease 
the situation are under considera­
tion.

Cjcm£NT F actory in  P u n jab

2518. Shri R. P. Garg: Will the
IManister of Commerce and Industry
t>e pleased to state:

(a) whether any request for 
assistance has been received by the 
Government of India from the Punjab 
Government for setting up a cement 
factory near Chandigarh; and

(b) if so, the decision ô  Govern 
nient in the matter?.

The Deputy Minister of Oommefoe 
and Industry (Shri Kanungo): (a)
and (b). An application for a licence 
under the TndustHes (Development 
and Regulation) Act 1951 has been 
received from the Punjab Govern­
ment recently and is under examina­
tion at present.

Steel P lant

2514. Thakur Jugal Kishore Sinha;
Will the Minister of Pnfduction be 
pleased to lay on the Table of the 
House a copy of the Report of flic 
comparative examinations of the 
various sites made by the Soviet team 
of experts for the location of the Steel 
Plant?

The Minister of Production (Shri 
K. C. Reddy): The Steel Plant Loca­
tion Report submitted by the Soviet 
Experts is being treated as a confi­
dential document and as such it is 
not now possible to lay it on the 
Table of the House.
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