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ence, Shrl G. V. Mavalankar io his 
address that:

“The new Central leprosy teach
ing and research institute at 
Madras would no doubt make its 
own contribution in addition to 
research by qualified men in labo
ratories and in the field, but the 
asylums might also have a r^ 
search section where qualified re
search workers could carry on 
research work.”

Will this proposal be accepted by 
Government?

Rajkumarl Amrlt Kattr: Certainly,
it will be given the consideration it 
merits.

Dr. Soresh Chandra: Have Govern
ment any statistics with regard to the 
^xact number of lepers in this coun
try?

Rajkmnarl Amrit Kanr: It is very
difficult to say, but we reckon that 
there are at least 2 mlPlon leperg in 
l&dUU

Dr. Bama Bao: X understand the 
hon. Minister as sajlng in Hindi— 
which I did not understand well—that 
they are trying BCG vaccination as a 
method of prevention in Chingleput. 
May I know if any conclusions have 
been drawn on the experiment?

Bajkumari Amrit Kanr: The ex
periment with BCG has only Just be
gun and it Is therefore too early to 
give results.

/
P a sse n g e r  A m e n it ie s

•S6S. Pandit D. N. Tlwary: Will the 
Minister of Bailways be pleased to 
state:

(a) the number of waiting halls and 
sheds constructed on the North-Eastern 
Ball way during the year 1954; and

(b) whether it is a fact that at the 
Dlghwara railway station an upper 
class waiting room has been construc
ted Instead of a third class passengers* 
shed as originally planned?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of BaUways and Transport 
(Shri Shahnawa* Khan): (a) 9 wait
ing halls and sheds for III Class and 
7 waiting rooms for Upper Class pas
sengers.

(b) It is a fact that an upper class 
waiting room has been constructed at 
Dighwara as none was existing to 
meet the requirements of upper class 
traffic dealt with at this station. How
ever the work of extending the exist
ing third class waiting accommodation 
will also be taken up shortly.
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Shrt Bocmwat: Are the Government 
awared that in the industriaUy de
veloped area of the Dhond-Manmad 
line there is urgent need for waiting 
rooms and halls?
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Shri Shahnawaz Klian: The Railway 

Board have laid down a definite policy 
whereby waiting halls are to be pro
vided at all stations. That is one of 
the minimum amenities that is to be 
provided at all stations as soon as 
possible.

I ndian  S hipping

*̂ 871. Shri Bibhnti Mldira: Will the 
Minister of Tranpport be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the pro
gramme for the development of shii;̂ - 
ping envisaged an expenditure of Rs. 
23 16 crores, but during the last three 
years a sum of Rs. 6*54 crores could 
only be spent thereon; and

(b) if so, the reason for the slow 
progress?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): (a)
The reply to the first part of the ques
tion is in the affirmative. As regards 
the second part, the position is that 
a sum of Rs. 8*49 crores was spent 
during the last three years, namely, 
1951-52, 1952-53 and 1953-54. During 
the current year, however, a further 
sum of Rs. 11*08 crores has been sanc
tioned for expenditure so far. The 
total amount sanctioned up-to-date is 
thus Rs. 19*57 crores and it is hoped 
that before the plan period is over the 
entire sum of Rs. 23 16 crores will have 
been spent.

(b) In view of the position stated In 
reply to part (a), the progress of ex
penditure cannot be considered to be 
slow.
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Shri Alacemn; The fact was that 
the loans that we provided for coastal 
shipping were utilised and until
November, 1953 the overseas com
panies did not come forward to avail 
of the loans set apart for oversess 
shipping. Then the terms of the loans 
were liberalised, and they are begin
ning to avail of these loans. So it is 
expected that the progress will be 
quicker.

Start Joacliim Alva: Was any
amount specially allotted for the pur
chase of tankers, and do Government 
want to help ship-owners to buy tank
ers?

Shrf Alagesan: Private ship-owners 
were not very enthusiastic about pur
chase of tankers.

P ostal Concessions for  N ew spapers

*872. Sardar Hukam Sliigli; WiU
the Minister of ComnimriaUtons be 
pleased to state the total loss in reve
nue of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs 
Department on account of thr conces
sional postage allowed to newspapers 
during 1953-54?

The Minister of Communlcattoiia 
(Sliri Jagjtvan Ram): The loss is esti
mated as Rs. 116 lakhs.

Sardar Ifnkam Singh: May I kno^
whether the papers enjoying this con
cession include crossword puzzles, 
business magazines and all such pri
vate publications that only give rates 
and other things to businessroeof




