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Shri B. S. Diwan: Are Government
thinking that adequate accommodation 
for third class , passengers should be 

^iveii the first priority over all other 
iRcilities? .

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: That is the
thing that we have constantly in view.

Comet A ircraft

*679. Chaudhrl Muhammed Shaffee:
Will the Minister of Communicatians 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have any 
plans to acquire comets for the Air 
India International;

(b) if so, the number, type and the 
cost of th3 comets proposed to be ac­
quired;

(c) the names of the routes on 
which they will operate; and

td) the names of the concerns from 
ivhich they are proposed to be had?

The Deputy Minister of Commimi* 
cations (ShH Raj Bahadur): <a),
(b> and (d). In December, 1951, Air 
India International placed an order on 
De-Havilland Aircraft Co.. Ltd. U.K.. 
for two comet aircraft, Mark III, 
DH-100. The basic price of each of 
these aircraft according to the con­
tract is £740,000. As the House is 

aware, there have since been some 
accidents to Comet, Mark I type, air- 
<:raft an« consequently, the question of 
the future manufacture of Comets is 
under review by De-Havilland Air- 
< raft Co. When the full results of this 
rev'iew are known. Air India Interna­
tional will consider whether their 
earlier order for Comets should he 
confirmed or not, having regard to the 
new operational and economic charac­
teristic's of these aircraft.

(c) The Comets if and when pur­
chased, will be put on the India-U.K. 
route. '

Shri Syamnandaa Sahaya: In the
meantime, have Government consider­
ed the necessity of informing these 
Comet manufacturers that till the 
orders are confirmed, they should be 
treated as cancelled?

Shri Raj Bahadur: The contract
itself provides for the cancellation of 
the orders, if they are not confirmed.

Shri Syamnandan Sahaya; Has any
step been taken to cancel the orders?

Shri Raj Bahadur: No step is necea* 
sary fcr that, because the Comets ara 
not under production as such.

N e w  R ailw a y  L ines 
(Q uadian to Jullundur)

HM. Sardar AkarpuH: Will the 
Minister of Railways be pleased in
state:

(a) whether there is any proposal to 
extend the railway line from Quadian 
to Jullundur: and

(b) if so, how long it will take to do
so?

Tiie Pariiameiitary Secretary to (he 
Minister of Railways and Trannpoti 
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.
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Mr. Speaker: Order, Order.
B ir t h  Co n t r o l

**681 Shri Slramurthi Swami: Will
the Minister of Health be pleased to 
state;

(a) the expenditure actually incur­
red during the year 1954 on the exe­
cution of birth-control schemes in the 
country;

(b) whether there is any plan to 
extend the scheme on district and 
taluk level; and

(c) whethf'r Government have re­
ceived any complaints from the public 
or doctors or from any local bodies in 

regard to these schemes?

The Minister of Health (Rajkumarl 
Amrit Kaur>: (a) Information about
the actual expenditure incurred 
durinj the year 1954 is not available 
at present. An expenditure of Rs. 
9,72,500 was sanctioned by the Gov- 
emmert of India during the year 
lfJ54-55.

(b) Yes.
(t:) No.
Shri Sivamurthi Swami: May I

know whether Government are think­
ing of making this birth control sche­
me compulsory?

Rajkumari Amrit Kaur: No.
Shri Gidwani: Is the scheme becom­

ing popular in the villages also?
Rajkumarl Amrit Kaur: People da

come and as’̂  qiffistions, certainly.
Shri Syumnandan Sahaya: Has anŷ

perceptible change been......

Mr. Speaker: Let us go to the next
question.

N ig h t  M a il  S e r v ic e

*682 Shri Amjad Ali: Will the Min­
ister of Communicationsi be pleased to 
state:

(a) th  ̂ total number of planes used 
for night-mail service;

(b) how many of them are Dakotas;
(c) whether there is any proposal to 

replace the present Dakotas by some, 
other plnnes for the night-mail service; 
and

(d) if so, the reason therefor?
The Deputy Minister of Communica­

tions (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) Four.
One standby aircraft is stationed at 
Nagpur and one standby aircraft each* 
is available at Bombay, Calcutta, Delhit 
and Madras.

(b) All of them are Dakotas.
(c) Proposals are under oonsidera* 

tion for the purchase of' 4-engined 
aircraft for the Indian Airlines 
Corporation and when these become- 
available, some alterations may be 
made in the type of aircraft also on 
the night routes,

(d) Does not arise.
Shri Amjad Ali: Is it a fact that 

Dakotas are becoming very unpopular 
on account of aircrashes over so many 
years?




