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Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: The Minis-
try looks into it and no doubt the
Inspectorate goes about it through.

Shri Kelappan: May I know if this

report would be available to the
Public Accounts Committee?
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: 1 should

think not, Sir.
PassPoRT OFFICE

*2729. Shri Ramananda Das: Will
the Prime Minister be pleased to
state:

(a) the number of applications
pending with the Regional Passport
Office, New Delhi;

(b) whether it is a fact that arrears
have accumulated in that office; and

(c) it so, whether Government are
taking any steps to clear the arrears?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of External Affairs (Shri
Sadath Ali Khan): (a) At present
there are about 500 applications for
passports and other services awaiting
disposal in the Regional Passport
Office, New Delhi.

(b) and (c). Heavy arrears did
accumulate in the Delhi office as a
result of taking over of the passport
work trom the States of the Punjab,
Rajasthan, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
PEPSU, Ajmer and Himachal Pradesh.
The Government of India have taken
the necessary steps to have these
arrears cleared within the quickest
possible time and it is expected that
the work of the office will be up-to-
date within this month.

Shri Ramananda Das: May I know
v hether it is a fact that only those
applications were attended to which
came through the Travel Agents,
orokers and commission agents and
direct applications have not been
2ared for and, if so, whether this is
the reason of accumulation of arrears?

Shri Sadath Ali Khan: All applica-
tions were attended to without any
qualification.
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Shri Anil K. Chanda: There were
no Hindus in the figure given here.
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Shri Anil K. Chanda: They have
denied it.
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