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Shri A. P. Jain: We have taken a
numbe¥ of factors, namely, the com-
parative price indices, procurement
prices in some Yyears etc, into
account, and have come to the
conclusion that Rs. 10 per maund
for wheat may be taken as a
price which could not be considered
to be unremunerative. The prices of
foodgrains, namely, Bajra, Jawar and
Maize have been fixed on a parity
basis of Rs. 10 per maund for wheat.

Shri Dabhi: My second part of the
question is not answered.
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"Shri A. P. Jain: It is a fact that
while the price of foodgrains has
gone down, the price of manufactur-
ed goods, which the peasant generally
consumes, has not shown any tenden-
cy to go down. Government has
been making every effort to help the
agriculturists. In the case of cer-
tain agricultural produce, we have
liberalised the export policy; e.g., in
the case of rice, we have taken away
the export duty of 20 per cent. and
are encouraging the export of rice.
We have also allowed a liberal quota
for export of oilseeds. As I said be-
fore, we have also started purchasing
coarse foodgrains in certain specified
areas where the prices had gone down
below the level fixed.

NEw RaiLwAY FACTORY

*464. Shri D. €. Sharma: Will the
Minister of Rallways be pleased to
state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
to construct another factory for the
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manufacture of wagons in the near.

future;

(b) it so, when it will be imple-
mented;

(c) whether any place has been
selected for the purpose; and

(d) the estimated amount required
to start the factory?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Railways and Transport
(Shri Shahnawaz Kban): (a) No,
Sir.

(b) to (d). Do not arise.

Shri D. C. Sharma: Is it not a fact
that the Railway Ministry is suffer-
ing from a shortage of wagons? If
so, how are they going to make up
the deficiency?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Although
there may be a certain shortage of
wagons at present, our indigenous
capacity to produce wagons is com-
ing up to anything in the neighbour-
hood of 12,000 wagons a year, and
we feel that that would be quite
sufficient for future requirements.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know
how long it will take for the supply
of wagons produced in India to catch
up with the demands of wagons re-
quired in India?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: At the very
outset, three to four years.

Shri D. C. Sharma: In view of the
fact that there is a lag between the
requirements of wagons and the pro-
duction of wagons, is it not econo-
mical to produce wagons in India
rather than send orders to other
countries for supply to India?

Mr. Chairman: That will be enter-
ing into argument.

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: May I know
whether indigenous production is
from the British-owned factories in
India or Indian-owned factories?

The Deputy Minister of Rallways
and Transport (8hri Alagesan): Some
of the wagon manufacturing firms
continue to retain their European
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names, but I understand their shares
as well ags managing agency are large-
ly owned by Indians.

ELECTRIFICATION OF RAILWAYS

*465. Shri M. R. Krishna: Will the
Minister of Railways be pleased to
state: '

(a) whether there is any proposal
to electrify some of the Sections on
the Central Railway;

(b) if so, the names of the Sections
which will be electrified during 1955;
and

(c) the estimated expenditure to be
incurred thereon?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Railways and Transport
(Shri Shahnawar Khan): (a) and
(b). There is a proposal to extend
electrification on the section from
Igatpuri to Bhusaval but no decision
has been taken so far.

(c) Does not arise.

Shri M. R. Krishna: May 1 know
the basis on which these lines have
been selected for electrification?

Shri Shahnawar Khan: The basis
15 the intensity of traffic.

Shri M. R. KErishna: May 1 knhow
whether there is any proposal to elec-
trity some of the lines in Hyderabad?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Not at pre-
sent.

Shri M. R. Krishna: May I know
whether the Ministry is aware of the
fall in the supply of coal to the Rail-
wayr Yue to electrification?

Mr. Chairman: I do not follow how
it has any relevance to the question.

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: May I know
whether it is not a fact that, accord-
ing to the statement made by the
Chairman of the Railway Board, if
vou have got to electrify any of the
lines, you will have to go in for im-
port of electrical goods and equipment
from foreign countries and that is the
reason why electrification of lines is
dropped for the present?
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The Deputy Minister of Rallways
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): It is
true that when we electrify, we have
to import a great deal more than for
steam tractors. That is one of the
con:siderations, but in the course of
the next two years, attempts are being
made to have many electrical indus-
tries established in this country, in
which case we may go ahead boldly
with electrification plans.

Shri Thimmalah: May I know
whether the Government proposes to
electrify railway lines where electri-
city is available in plenty?

Shri Alagesan: That will be one of
the considerations when we undertake
electrification. The availability of
electricity and the rate at which it is
available will be one of the main
considerations.

RaiLwAYy CLASSIFICATION

*466. Shri Gidwani: Will the Min-
ister of Rallways be pleased to atate:

(a) whether there is any proposal
to change the classification system
for passenger service on the Indian
Railways;

(b) nf so, the nature of changu
contemplated; and

(c) the reasons therefor?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Rallways and Transport
(Shri Shahnawas Khan): (a) Yes.

(b) and (c). In pursuance of the
policy to reduce the number of clas-
ses of accommodation on trains, first
class accommodation is being progres-
sively withdrawn from 1-10-82.
From 1-4-55, the existing first class
will be completely eliminated and
it has been decided to redesignate the
present Second, Inter and Third clas-
ses as First, Second and Third clas-
ses respectively.

Shri Gidwani: What will be the
difference in amenities in the newly
created compartments of first ciass
and second class? I hope I am very
clear,

Shri Shahmawas Khan: The idea Is
that without any incresse in fares,





